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During the Reformation, perhaps the 
most famous and climactic event was 
Martin Luther’s “Here I stand” 
speech at the Diet of Worms.  He was 
presented with his own writings, told 
that they contained heresy, and 
given one option:  to recant (that is, 
to take them back, admitting error 
and figuratively crumpling up all his 
writings to throw into the fire).  But 
Luther wanted specifics.  Show me 
where I have gone wrong.  Prove to 
me from Scripture that I have erred, 
he asked.  But the Roman Catholic 
Church and the Holy Roman Emperor 
were not in the mood for a debate.  
To recant was the only option.  And thus, Luther was 
forced to make a decision.  Should he back down from 
his convictions and deny his own conscience, which was 
bound to the truth of God’s Word, simply to save his 
own neck?  Or should he take a stand, be labeled a 
heretic, and thus have a bounty placed on his head 
across the entire empire?  Most heretics were burned at 
the stake.  This was a decision between life and death.   

Luther asked for a day to contemplate his answer.  You 
can imagine the anguish of his prayers that night as he 
thought about how to proceed.  The next day, as he 
stood before the Holy Roman Emperor and the 
representatives of the Roman Catholic Church, along 
with a room full of German princes and professors and 
theologians, Martin Luther gave his response.  It was 

dangerous, he said, to go against 
one’s conscience.  His conscience 
was bound to the Word of God.  
Unless it was proved to him by clear 
testimony from Scripture and clear 
reason that he had written in error, 
he would not and he could not 
recant.  And so he concluded with 
the famous words, “Here I stand.  I 
can do no other.  So help me God.” 

There is, however, a lesser-known 
event from later in the Reformation 
that was equally dramatic.  It 
happened at another Diet (an official 
meeting of the Holy Roman Empire), 
only this time in the town of 

Augsburg.  As princes and electorates were arriving, 
Emperor Charles V decided to flex his political muscles a 
little bit and try to show these Lutherans who was boss.  
He decreed that while they were in Augsburg, they 
would act like Catholics.  They were to participate in the 
Corpus Christi parade, where the bread from 
Communion would be paraded around for everyone to 
look upon Christ’s body and “commune with their eyes” 
– a practice of the Catholics that Luther had written 
against, saying that Jesus instituted the meal for us to 
“take eat” and “take drink.”  Charles V also forbade 
Lutheran preaching while in Augsburg. 

It may seem like this was a rather small matter, one that 
the Lutheran princes could have just gone along with in 
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Lord God, we thank 
and praise You for 

Your great goodness 
in bringing these 

Your sons and 
daughters to the 

knowledge of Your 

Son, our Savior 
Jesus Christ, and 

enabling them both 
with the heart to 

believe and with the 
mouth to confess 
His saving name.   
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order to keep the peace.  But instead, they saw this as a direct threat to their own 
faith.  It was at that moment that one of those princes, George, Margrave of 
Brandenburg, stepped forward.  He approached the emperor and spoke:  “Before I 
let anyone take from me the Word of God and ask me to deny my God, I will kneel 
and let him strike off my head.” 

This man was so convinced of the importance of God’s Word to be taught in its truth 
and purity that he was willing to die to preserve it.  He was willing to, like Luther, 
stake his very life on it. 

When our confirmands make public confession of their faith, they make a solemn 
promise that essentially places them next to Martin Luther and Prince George, that 
they will live according to the Word of God and remain true to God even to the point 
of death.  They promise “to continue steadfast in this confession and Church and to 
suffer all, even death, rather than fall away from it” (Rite of Confirmation, LSB pg. 
273). 

This is a mighty big vow to make at any stage in life, but it is especially a monumental 
promise to make at fourteen years old!  For this reason, we should constantly be 
remembering these confirmands in our prayers – not just during the years of their 
instruction, but also in mentoring, encouraging, and supporting in the years to come. 

Notice that when this vow is made, what follows is not a kneeling before the 
emperor to have their heads struck off for their confession, but instead, the 
confirmands kneel to receive the blessing of the Lord.  The pastor’s hands are placed 
on the head of each student as he says, “The almighty God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who has given you the new birth of water and of the Spirit and has 
forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you with His grace to life everlasting.”  That is 
to say, as big as your vow is today, the Lord makes an even bigger vow to you.  He 
promises that the same good work that he has begun in your baptism, washing you 
of all of your sins, he will bring to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.  He vows that 
he will never leave you or forsake you.  He makes his stand for you and stakes his 
very life for you.  Thanks be to God! 

In Christ,  Pastor Walla 

We pray:  Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise You for Your great 
goodness in bringing these Your sons and daughters to the knowledge of Your Son, 
our Savior Jesus Christ, and enabling them both with the heart to believe and with 
the mouth to confess His saving name.  Grant that, bringing forth the fruits of faith, 
they may continue steadfast and victorious to the day when all who have fought the 
good fight of faith shall receive the crown of righteousness; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  Amen.  (LSB, pg. 274) 

(Continued from page 1) 

 



CONGRATULATIONS 
AND GOD’S BLESSINGS 
to our 2022 high school 
graduates! 

• Wyatt Engwicht—New Salem 
High School 

• Chase Heim—Wilton High 
School 

• Bethany Magnus—Century 
High School 

• Alison Miller—Century High School 

• Anna Smart—Legacy High School 

We are inviting our graduates to attend worship 
services on Sunday, May 22nd where a special blessing 
will be bestowed.   

If you know of any other Bethel student who will be 
graduating, we’d love to acknowledge their 
accomplishments.  Please contact the church office.   
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Please join us for 
MOTHER'S DAY 
REFRESHMENTS on 
Sunday, May 8th in 
honor of our mothers 
and the significant 
women in our lives.  
Mini-fruit pizzas will 
be served.   

 

There are still Church 
Directory Photo 

Appointments available! 
To schedule your appointment, go to www.bethelbismarck.com 

and click on the link or call the church office for assistance.  

Please choose a 15-minute slot on one of these dates: 
 

Tuesday, May 3: 4-9 pm 

Thursday, May 5: 4-9 pm 

Saturday, May 7: 9 am-6 pm 

Can’t make it on one of these dates?  You may schedule separately with our 
photographer, Jesse Knutson Photography, or submit a photo of your own to be 
included.    

To submit a photo, you may bring a copy to the church office for us to scan or 
you can email a digital file (call the church office for specifications).  Please be 
aware that we can only accept professional images if you own the copyrights. 

PHOTO SUBMISSION DEADLINE IS JUNE 10TH 

CONGRATULATIONS AND GOD’S 
BLESSINGS  to the nine youth to 
be confirmed this year!  Please 
remember these youth in your 
prayers as they publicly confirm 
their faith.   

 Aubree Ell 

 Remington Heidt 

 Brandon Monger 

 Brooklyn Peacock 

 Shane Quirk 

 Ethan Ressler 

 Leighton Ressler 

 Elizabeth Schuh 

 Josiah Wiest 



Dear Saints, 

Our congregation has made the decision to give Every-Sunday Communion a three-month try.  
As you know, we have been studying in preparation for this vote over recent months, including 
a 10-week study from December through February.  At our April 24th voters’ meeting, the 
decision was made to do a trial period of offering the Lord’s Supper at both services each 
Sunday.  This will be from May 1st through July 11th, the Sunday prior to our next voters’ 
meeting.   

When the vote was made, there was more of a split than I was comfortable with – 44 yes and 
20 no – and so at the end of the meeting, I rose to share my concerns, stating that we should 
not move forward with this and risk a divide in our congregation.  There was much discussion 
that followed, finally concluding that we should stick to our plans to give this a try.  We also 
decided that we need to gain a better understanding of one another’s thoughts on this topic, 
and so the Elders will be gathering your comments and concerns during these upcoming 
months. 

It is a noble task to be your pastor.  St. Paul says that pastors are “stewards of the mysteries of God” (1 Cor. 4:1), 
and Jesus describes a pastor as one who is to be a “faithful and wise manager, whom his Master will set over His 
household, to give them their portion of food at the proper time” (Luke 12:42).  Pastor Woodside and I humbly 
recognize that you are the Master’s household and that we are merely stewards of His gifts for you.  May God grant 
His blessing of unity to this household – Bethel Lutheran Church – as we receive His gifts together in these months 
ahead and as we share in mutual conversation with one another.  Let us lift one another up, speak well of one 
another, and then join together at the rail. 

Please take the opportunity to share your thoughts on this topic with us pastors or your elder!  If you haven’t 
yet, please also check out the study materials on Every Sunday Communion on Bethel’s website, under the 

“About Us” tab. 

In Christ,  Pastor Walla 
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Give Every-Sunday Communion a Try 

MEMORIAL DAY HISTORY  More 
than 150 years ago, Memorial 
Day took shape amid the 
backdrop of the U.S. Civil War. 
Before it ended, women began 
decorating the graves of fallen 
soldiers. In 1868, when May 30 
was designated as Decoration 
Day, loved ones placed flowers 
on the graves of Union and 
Confederate soldiers alike. 
 

By 1882, Decoration Day became known as Memorial 
Day, and soldiers who died in other wars were honored 
too. Over time, it became a day to remember all loved 
ones who have died — in war and otherwise. In 1971, 
Congress declared Memorial Day a national 
holiday to be observed on the last Monday in 
May. On Memorial Day, we pause to 
remember people who made the ultimate 
sacrifice for their country and for our freedom. 
We also pray for those who continue serving, 
especially those in harm’s way.  

Easter Weekend 
2022 

“Weeping may 
tarry for the 
night, but joy 
comes with the 
morning.“ 

Psalm 30:5 

Left—a 4 day 
blizzard stranded 
many at home 
during Holy Week 

Below—the 
Bethel altar ready 
for the Easter 
celebration 



Please join us, as you are able, in studying God’s Word and supporting one another as the body of Christ! 

➢ Sunday Morning Bible Study:  every Sunday morning between services, you are invited to a Bible 
Study led by Pastor Walla or Pastor Woodside in the Fellowship Hall.  In May, we will discuss the 
importance of personal and family devotions:  Why should we do them? How can we be consistent?
*LIVESTREAMED on facebook.com/bethelbismarck/live 

➢ Tuesday Evening Bible Study: held on Tuesdays at 6 pm at Shepherd of the Valley.  This study is for 
all ages and is meant to be another Bible learning opportunity beyond Sunday mornings.  We are 
currently studying Jonah. 

➢ Sunday AM High School Bible Study: each Sunday at 9:45 AM in the Jerusalem 
Room.   

➢ High School Sunday Game Group:  Youth in grades 8-12 are invited to participate in a monthly 
board gaming club.  We will begin with a prayer and devotion, followed by fellowship and games.  

Light refreshments will be provided. Bring a friend and a favorite board game!  Our next event is scheduled for 
May 22 at SOTV from 1:00-3:00 pm.  RSVP to pastorwoodside@gmail.com or text to 951-217-3385.   

➢ Wednesday High School/Post High School Bible Study:  led by Pat Sebastian and Mandy 
Galster meets in the Jericho Room and on Zoom every Wednesday at 8 pm.  Contact Pat 
Sebastian (701) 471-3289 / patsebbis@aol.com to receive weekly updates via text. 

➢ Middle School Youth Event:  All Bethel and Shepherd of the Valley Middle School students 
(grade 5-8) are invited every third Sunday to a time of Bible Study, food, friends, and games.    
Come along and join us. Bring a friend!  RSVP to pastorwoodside@gmail.com or text to 951-217-
3385.  This month, the Middle school youth will celebrate the end of the school year with a 
Sky Zone Party.  See page 8 for details. 

➢ Senior Potluck Gathering: Join other Seniors for a potluck lunch followed by Bible 
Study NOW on the 4th Tuesday of each month at Noon (May 24).   

➢ Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML):  all women of the congregation are 
invited to the monthly meeting and Bible study held the second Monday of the month at 6:30 
pm.  For May, we will not have a business meeting and instead invite all women to our 

Annual Salad Supper, Monday, May 9th at 6 pm. 

➢ Friday Ladies’ Bible Study:  held on Friday mornings at 10 am for women of all ages.  This group 
is currently studying the book titled “Will the Real Jesus Please Stand Up” by Rev. Matthew 
Richard.  In May, we will meet on the 5th, 13th and complete the book on the 27th.  No 
meeting on May 20th.  Contact Kristi Dilger (701-400-2172) for details. 

➢ Men’s Network Breakfast & Bible Study:  meets the third Saturday of each month, rotating 
between the Bismarck-Mandan LCMS churches.  Join other men in our community for great 
food, Bible Study and conversation with brothers in Christ from sister congregations.  (May 21 
from 8-10 am at Holy Cross) 

➢ Comfort Quilt Work Day: meets monthly, typically on the third Saturday (This month we meet 
Saturday, May 14th from 9:30 am-12:30 pm).  We match fabric, cut squares, and sew quilts.  
These lap sized quilts are being made especially for members of the Bethel family who are 
experiencing difficult times.  If you know of a member who could use some additional comfort, 
please contact Contact Sue Hartley-Wolfgram 701-460-0229 (blessingspreserved@yahoo.com). 

Bible Study & Fellowship Opportunities  
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Church Group of the Month:   
Our Christian Educators 

This month, as we finish out our academic year, we want to highlight the many 
individuals who teach the Christian faith at Bethel.  Our obvious first thought is to 
mention our Pastors.  Thank you so much to Pastor Walla and Pastor Woodside 
for daily feeding us the Word of God and having the patience to explain when we 
do not see!  But let’s not neglect the many people who volunteer their time each 
and every week to nurture our children with God’s love—our Sunday School 
Teachers.  Our Sunday School Teachers have a unique roll in the congregation: 

➢ Being a Sunday School teacher is to partner with parents in providing a 
Christian Education.  It is a parent’s responsibility to “train up their children in 
the way they should go” (Proverbs 22:6).  However, having our church family 
and Sunday School teachers, in particular, as a resource is a wonderful 
blessing.   

➢ Being a Sunday School teacher can require sacrificing.  While the students are 
taught their weekly Bible lesson, the teachers often miss out on their 
opportunity to attend weekly Bible Study.  As a congregation, it is important 
that we recognize this trade-off.  Ideally, with enough volunteers to share the 
work, the teachers could rotate their service and also be nourished in the 
Word. 

➢ Being a Sunday School teacher is a fulfilling vocation.  Ask any teacher and 
they will enthusiastically recall the joy that their students bring when learning 
about Jesus!   

And with these thoughts in mind, we express our 
sincere appreciation to all of Bethel’s Christian 
Educators who guide both young and old in the ways 
of the Lord.  On May 15th-Education Appreciation 
Sunday, please take a moment to thank a teacher or 
Bible Study leader who has helped you or your child 
this last year.  And, please prayerfully consider 
volunteering your own time and talent this fall when 
classes resume! 
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A special thank you to these 
individuals for teaching the 
love of Jesus to our children: 
 

➢ Joan Breiner 

➢ Kristy Dahl 

➢ Katie Emter 

➢ Stefanie Jangula 

➢ Brittany Kuester 

➢ Adam Mathiak 

➢ Alexis Morlok 

➢ Pat Sebastian 

➢ Shannon Suggs 

➢ Rev. Jonathan Walla 

➢ Ruth Wanner 

➢ Micaiah Wiest 

➢ Eutimia Woodside 

➢ Rev. Justin Woodside 

 

If you are interested 
in teaching a Bible 

Study or Sunday 
School, please 
contact Pastor 
Walla,  Pastor 

Woodside or the 
Sunday School 
Superintendent 

Kristy Dahl (701-226-
9480) 

Date Lesson Title Bible Text 

5/1 Jesus Calls Matthew 
Mark 2:13-
17 

5/8 Jesus Calms a Storm 
Mark 4:35-
41 

5/15 
Jesus Heals Jairus’s 
Daughter 

Mark 5:21-
24, 35-43 

5/22 Jesus Walks on Water 
Matthew 
14:22-33 

Education 
Appreciation Sunday 

 is May 15th 

The last Day of Class is May 22nd—Enjoy your summer! 



Live-streamed on  
www.facebook.com/

mlsbismarck  
every Wednesday at 

8:30 am. 

Martin Luther School News 

BOARD MEETINGS  The Bismarck-Mandan Lutheran School 
Association (BMLSA) board of directors meets on the third 
Tuesday of each month at 6:30 pm.  If you have any 
comments to share at the meetings, please contact the 
school board, Christine Kleven (701-391-2289) or Art 
Ziemann (701-667-1776) Bethel’s representatives, for more 
information. 

www.lutherschools.org  
office 701-224-9070 

Registration for the 2022-
2023 School Year is now 
open! 

This is for preschool and 
elementary students alike. 

Prompt registration for 
next year school year is so helpful for everyone as we 

make plans for 2022-2023. 

Go to www.lutherschools.org under enrollment or go to 
TADS.com to enroll. (And check out our updated 
website!) 

We recently hosted a Facebook Live event on our 
Martin Luther Facebook page discussing the benefits of 
classical education, especially when starting in 
Kindergarten. Please check it out and feel free to share!  

Martin Luther Scholarships Are 
Available! 

Bethel’s Board of Education provides 
MLS Scholarships to Bethel 
members.  The annual amount varies 
depending on the number of Bethel 

students but can be up to 46% of your annual tuition.  
Please contact the church office for an application for 
the 2022-23 Academic year. 

REGISTER TODAY 
FOR CAMP LUTHER 
2022! 
Ages: Entering- 
Kindergarten - 5th grade 
Dates: Monday, June 6th-
Friday July 15th 
Time: 7:30-12:00 
(No Class Friday July 1, 
Monday and Tuesday the 
4th and 5th) 

Cost: for the summer: $550 to be paid in advance 
Camp Luther is a summer enrichment program that 
provides activities involving math, reading, science, art, 
as well as summer relaxation! To registering, contact 
the school office 224-9070 or 
office@lutherschools.org.  
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Youth News 

SUNDAY 
GAME DAY 
 

Who: All LCMS students 
grade 8-12 in the 
Bismarck-Mandan area 

When: 4th Sunday of the 
month [May 22 @ 1pm] 

Where: Shepherd of the 
Valley 

Bring: Yourself.  A friend.  
 A snack.  Board games  

you like to play! 

HIGH SCHOOL/POST HIGH 
SCHOOL STUDY  Our study of 
the first collection of 
Solomon's proverbs continues 
in chapter 12 with wisdom 

expressed in two line contrasts or comparisons.   

Students entering grades 9-12 and young adults are 
invited to participate each Wednesday in the Jericho 
Room.  If you cannot join us every week,  join us when 
you can! If you cannot arrive by 8 PM, arrive when you 
can! If you want a ride, directions or the Zoom meeting 
ID, text Pat Sebastian (701) 471-3289 or Mandy Galster 
(701) 425-1794. A Zoom meeting option is available 
each week. 

Don't miss this time of Bible reading and discussion, 
reading a Psalm together, praying together, great 
conversation and snacks. Friends are always welcome.  

REFRESHMENT SUNDAYS sign-up 
available on the youth bulletin 
board! Families with students in 
grades 6 and up are encouraged to 
sign up to serve LYF refreshments 
the third Sunday of the month.  
Responsibilities include making 
coffee, bringing/serving 
refreshments for 100-120 people 
and clean-up. 

MOTHER'S DAY REFRESHMENTS - 
MAY 8:  Students in grades 6 and 
up are invited to assemble (and 
sample) mini-fruit pizzas on 
Sunday, May 8, 7:15 AM.    

THANK YOU to ALL who supported Bethel LYF Lent 
suppers and the Easter breakfast.  Lent supper 
proceeds totaled $1,682 and Easter breakfast 
proceeds totaled $512. Ten percent of the 
proceeds, or $219.40, will be given to mission 
projects selected by the students. The remaining 
$1,974.60 will defray the cost for the students who 
helped with the meals to attend state, regional 
and national conferences, gatherings, camps, 
training and other LCMS sponsored events.  

THANK YOU to parents and students for bringing 
desserts, prep, serving and clean-up!  All food and 
supplies for the meals were 
donated. Commercially 
prepared leftovers were 
gratefully accepted by 
Heaven's Helper Soup Cafe. 

The Young Investors (Y.I.) 
Club helps children learn the 
value of saving, spending 
and sharing money—while 
empowering ministry 
through the Lutheran 

Church Extension Fund (LCEF).  With an investment of just 
$25 to open LCEF’s Y.I. StewardAccount, young investors 
become a Y.I. Club member.  

Learn more at  
https://lcef.org/young-investors-club/ 

Forms and additional information are available on the 
"tie-dye" youth bulletin board in the hall  
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SKY ZONE END-OF-YEAR PARTY 

Who: Bethel and SOTV Middle and High 
School Students 

When: May 15 

What and Where: Meet at Bethel 
Lutheran at 1:00 pm, Bible Study and Lunch, then go to 
Sky Zone from 2:00-3:00 pm 

Cost: $10 parent contribution to offset cost 

RSVP pastorwoodside@gmail.com by Sunday, May 
1st 

mailto:pastorwoodside@gmail.com


Our journey to the 
2022 LCMS Youth 
Gathering, July 6-
14, continues... 

To prepare for the Gathering, we will meet for supper 
and Bible study at 6 pm on the following dates: 

 May 15 
 June 26 

Student attendance required at ALL meetings. Parent 
attendance is welcome at all meetings, but will be 
required at ONE meeting TBA once all forms, etc. are 
available. 

If you have another commitment, please contact Pat 
Sebastian ahead of time to arrange a time to get all the 
latest information. 

Any questions, please ask! 
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Nov 2021 MCKENZIE 
COUNTY RIGHT TO 
LIFE SPEECH CONTEST  
This 3rd Annual Speech 
Contest is for students in 
grades 7-12 with cash prizes 
from $50-1,500.  Contestants 
are asked to write a 5-7 

minute original persuasive Pro-Life speech.  The 
competition will be held on Saturday, May 7th at 
Johnson’s Corner Christian Academy located near 
Watford City, ND.  More information can be found at 
mckenziecortl.org/speech-contest 

 

9 

May 2022 

2022 Camp theme:  The Good Shepherd 

“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays 
down his life for the sheep.” John 10:11 

Campers will grow in their faith through chapels, Bible 
studies, campfires, fellowship and have the 
opportunity to enjoy all of the wonders of God’s 
creation. Activities include the game room, swimming, 
canoeing, kayaking, softball, volleyball, hiking, and an 
adventure course. 

For more information go to www.shretreat.org 
Registration forms available on the youth bulletin 

board.   

SCHOLARSHIPS 
AVAILABLE 

The Board of Education is happy to support your 
attendance at summer Bible camps, like Shepherd’s 
Hill at the Crossroads.  If you are in need of financial 
support, please write a note requesting a Camp 
Scholarship to the Board of Education. 

For You 
2022 HIGHER THINGS 
CONFERENCE 
JULY 19-22, 2022 
MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY 
BOZEMAN, MT 
 

BROTHERS, I AM MAKING 
KNOWN TO YOU THE 
GOSPEL THAT I 
PREACHED TO YOU, 
THAT YOU RECEIVED, IN 
WHICH YOU STAND, AND 
THROUGH WHICH YOU 
ARE SAVED. (1 
CORINTHIANS 15:1–2) 

A group of 21 members of Bethel have registered to 
attend this year’s Higher Things Conference in 
Bozeman, MT from July 19-22.  We plan to leave on 
Monday, July 18 for a day of travel and to take in some 
hiking before the conference begins on the 19th.  We 
are thankful for the support of the congregation and 
the opportunity to immerse in God’s Word!  Please pray 
for safe travels and good health for these participants:   

Junior Youth 
• Adeline Emter 
• Katie Tschaekofske 
• Josiah Walla 
• Nehemiah Wiest 
• Zechariah Wiest 
• Ezra Woodside 

Adults 
• Adam & Becky Emter 
• Scott & Jenny Tschaekofske 
• Pastor Jonathan Walla 
• Darrick & Alida Wiest 

Senior Youth 
• Katie Emter 
• Nola Emter 
• Ethan Johnson 
• Neela Sand 
• Sam Tschaekofske 
• Micaiah Wiest 
• Josiah Wiest 
• Isaac Woodside 



Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 

MITES = MISSIONS The mites collected by 
the Bethel LWML go to support missions 

in our district, the nation and the 
world (like that featured above).  

The LWML set the big Mite 
Box out in the card nook or bring your 

mites to our monthly meeting.   

WE WILL PRAY FOR YOU  If you could 
use some prayers, the Bethel LWML 
women are here to pray for you.  Call/
text Dawn Carpenter at 701-226-7810 to 
add your prayer request to the LWML 
prayer chain.   

LWML MISSION 
OF THE MONTH:  
Mercy Medical 
Care for 
Tanzania -
Mwadui 
Lutheran School 
and Community  
Students of 
Mwadui 
Lutheran School 
in Tanzania grow 

in knowledge and in faith. Their training will help them 
to become pastors and evangelists. For healthcare they 
need to travel 15 miles and transportation is limited. A 
clinic has been built near the school, but supplies are 
needed. For more information, go to lwml.org/2021-
2023-mission-grant-12. 
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Bethel’s LWML is excited to offer their Salad Supper 
once again (after a two-year hiatus). In addition to 
bringing your favorite salad to share, bring a friend or 
family member(s) who would like to celebrate LWML’s 
80th birthday! Learn a little history and brainstorm on 
“What’s your 80?” 

In thanksgiving 
for 80 years of 
the Lutheran 
Women’s 
Missionary 
League, each 
member, group, 

zone, or district is encouraged to reflect God’s love by 
blessing others with 80 of something – it could be: 

• $80, $800, or even $8,00 in extra mite donations  
• 80 cans of food to an emergency shelter 
• 80 dozen cookie, pies, sandwiches, etc. to first 

responder or emergency room workers 
• 80 hours of Bible reading for the next year 
• 80 days of prayer for a missionary  

The ideas are endless! It will be fun to hear all the ideas 
that we can come up with at the Salad Supper.   

“Cross Eyed…Focused on Jesus” 

The North Dakota District LWML will 
be holding its state-wide convention 
this summer on Friday, June 24 
through Sunday, June 26, 2022, at 
the Delta Hotel in Fargo. For the 
convention they put the call out for 
Gifts from the Heart to help support 
area ministries. This year they will 
even be collecting material scraps 
for our own Bethel Comfort Quilts! If you would like to 
gather any of the items for the following causes, look 
for the little yellow school bus in the narthex to place 
your items into. 

Grace Lutheran School in Fargo – School Supplies:  
Earbuds/headphones 
USB Flashdrive 
Plastic Rest Mats 
Large Boxes of Tissue 
Large Antibacterial Soaps 
Glue Sticks 
Wipes 
Washable Markers – Basic Colors 
24 Count Color Pencil Packs  
Gallon Zipper Bags 

Women’s Care Center, also known as First Choice Clinic 
in Fargo:  Amazon or Walmart Gift Cards 

Chapel at Mwadui Lutheran School  

https://www.lwml.org/2021-2023-mission-grant-12
https://www.lwml.org/2021-2023-mission-grant-12


EYEWITNESS TESTIMONY is of course the strongest of testimonies!  The New 
Testament Church grew as the Holy Spirit used the eyewitness testimonies of 
those who had SEEN JESUS ALIVE after having personally seen him crucified and 
dead.  This is what motived the disciples and apostles to preach the resurrection of 
Jesus - even to their own imprisonment and death!  And so, we too have the 
privilege and responsibility to pass along these testimonies of Jesus death and 
resurrection - for the forgiveness of our sins and the salvation of our souls! 

Please continue to share information about our LCMS “Main Street Living” media 
ministry with others. In addition to being broadcast each Sunday morning, you can 
view archived programs anytime at www.mainstreetliving.com – then click on the 
link under the picture identified as “Fargo.” 

Thank you for your much-needed financial support! Checks may be sent to “Main Street Living NORTH,” 821-5th Ave 
S, Fargo, ND 58103, or donate by Credit Card or your PayPal account on the website. God’s blessing in Christ!     

-Ken Koehler / MSL North Volunteer Coordinator 

“MSL North” Programs for May 2022: 
• May 1st:  Rev. Thomas Marcis, Zion Lutheran Church, Bismarck, ND, presents the message: “Fishing With 

Jesus,” based on John 21:1-3. “This Is The Life” program: “No Place to Hide” - A pastor, who has to face the death 
of his wife, cannot find comfort. 

• May 8th:  Rev. Zelwyn Heide, St. Peter Lutheran Church, Hannover, ND, and Zion Lutheran Church, New Salem, 
ND, presents the message: “Sheep Listen to the Shepherd,” based on John 10:22-30. This Is The Life” 
program: “Dead Wrong” - Because of frustration with his life, a man turns to drinking and another woman. 

• May 15th:  Vicar Aidan Moon, Zion Lutheran Church, Bismarck, ND, presents the message: “Joy Comes in the 
Morning,” based on John 16:12-22. “This Is The Life” program: “The Main Event” - A boxer who is hit by a car 
becomes embittered until he meets a cheerful 8-year-old girl. 

• May 22nd:  Rev. Lester Wolfgram, Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church, Bismarck, ND, presents the 
message: “Keys To The Throne Room,” based on John 16:23-24. “This Is The Life program: “The Prisoners” - An 
elderly woman is attacked by a teenage gang.  

• May 29th:  Rev. Jonathan Walla, Bethel Lutheran Church, Bismarck, ND, presents the message: “A Prayer for 
Unity,” based on John 17:20-26. “This Is The Life” program: “A Dream of His Own” - A father and son are at odds 
when the construction company will evict an Indian family. 

“MAIN STREET LIVING” is a locally produced TV program that includes a 30-minute worship service led by 
participating pastors of the Minnesota North and North Dakota Districts of our LCMS, along with a 30-minute 
Lutheran Hour program (normally “This Is The Life,” along with occasional church-season specials). 

Programs are broadcast starting at 10:00 am Central Time / 9:00 am Mountain time on the following WDAY XTRA 
Channels: 

Fargo-Moorhead  WDAY Xtra Channel 6.3 
Grand Forks  WDAZ Xtra Channel 8.3 
Bismarck/Dickinson KBMY Xtra Channel 17.3 
Minot/Williston KMCY Xtra Channel 14.3 

Please check your cable and satellite providers for the corresponding channel on your system. MSLN programs are 
also archived for one year and can be viewed at any time on www.mainstreetliving.com then click on “North 
(Fargo)”. 

“Main Street Living” Media Ministry—May Update  
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https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mainstreetliving.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ccfb7f8088f9b453b5a4408da1da17637%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637854876553645451%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjo
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mainstreetliving.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C5f22eff0c48245be808708d8ff7d022a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637540259657238006%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoi


1 Karen Kapla 
 Decker Sand 
2 Joe Kapla 
3 Matthew Graves 
4 Bryan Guthmiller 
6 Bob & Melissa Gordon 

(22 yrs) 
 Sage Levi 
7 Brayden Stai 
8 Presley Bauer 
 Nancy Fleischer & Alex 

Cao (12 yrs) 
 Aubree Kaiser 
9 Evelyn Krause 
11 Howard & Diane Asprey 

(9 yrs) 
 Jerome Schulz 

12 Kacey Galster 
 Ruth Wanner 
13 Blake Wiedrich 
14 Karen & Mike Lalonde 

(17 yrs) 
15 Scott & Jenny 

Tschaekofske (23 yrs) 
16 Ryan & Laurie McArthur 

(24 yrs) 
 Natalie Walla 
17 Ella Bergquist 
 Tj Huber 
19 Chad & Jill Schiermeister 

(4 yrs) 
20 Michelle & Scott Agnew 

(17 yrs) 
 Andrew Traxel 
21 Matthew & Kristie 

Graves (11 yrs) 
21 Storie Klein 
 Allan Kukla 
 Hudson Levi 
 Alexandra Schulz 
22 Darin Schaeffer 
23 Cole Henke 
 Eden Peltz 

23 Mark & Laurie 
Thompson (30 yrs) 

24 Rosalie Holle 
 Andrew Levi 
26 JoAnn Ebbesen 
 Marilyn Gessele 
26 Ron & Sharon 

Mosbrucker (50 yrs) 
27 Elon Eisenbraun 
 Scott & Sara Schuh (22 

yrs) 
 Jenny Tschaekofske 
29 Suzette & Michael 

Huovinen (23 yrs) 
30 Mila Johnson 
 Ellie Miller 
 Clayton Ringgenberg 
 LeAnn Schwab 
31 Wyatt & Serina 

Eisenbraun (9 yrs) 
 Mark Engwicht 
 Shannon Hoag 
 Serena Sand 
 Luke Woodside 

God’s Blessings to you on your special day!  We would like to list all birthdays and 
anniversaries each month.  If your name is not listed it means we do not have your 
information.  Please contact the church office so our records are up-to-date and 
everyone can be listed in this section. 

This Month’s  

Readings 

Read the Entire Bible in One Year!  
For last month’s readings, please 
contact the church office. 
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Congratulations & God’s 
Blessings to  

Bryan Zastoupil & Ariel Geffre  

who will be united in marriage on 
Saturday, May 21st. 

Congratulations & God’s 
Blessings to  

Ron & Sharon Mosbrucker 

who will be celebrate 50 years of 
marriage on May 26th. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 Confirmation Sunday 
8:30a Worship w/
Communion 
9:45a Bible Studies & Sunday 
School 
11:00a Worship w/
Communion 

2 
10:00a 
Winkel 

3 
4:00p Church 
Directory 
Photography 
6:00p Evening 
Bible Study @ 
SOTV 

4 
5:15p Youth Bells 
6:00p 6th Gr 
Confirmation Class 
6:00p Hosanna Bells 
7:00p Choir 
8:00p LYF/Post High 
School Bible Study 

5 Cinco De 
Mayo 
4:00p Church 
Directory 
Photography 

6 
10:00a 
Ladies' 
Bible Study 

7 
8:00a Prop. 
Man. Mtg 
9:00a Church 
Directory 
Photography 
4:00p 
Mayfest 

8 Mother's Day 
8:30a Worship (w/ youth 
bells) 
9:45a Bible Studies & Sunday 
School 
11:00a Worship (w/ youth 
bells) 

9 
6:00p LWML 
Salad Supper 

10 
6:00p Evening 
Bible Study @ 
SOTV 

11 
6:00p 6th Gr 
Confirmation Class 
6:00p Hosanna Bells 
7:00p Choir 
8:00p LYF/Post High 
School Bible Study 

12 
  

13 
10:00a 
Ladies' 
Bible Study 

14 
9:30a Comfort 
Quilt Work 
Day 

15 Teacher Appreciation 
Hosanna Bells @ Bethel 
8:30a Worship w/
Communion 
9:45a Bible Studies & Sunday 
School 
11:00a Worship w/
Communion 
1:00p End-of-Year Sky Zone 
Party 
1:30p Education Mtg. 
2:30p Elder's Mtg 
3:00p Stewardship Mtg. 
4:00p Council Meeting 
6:00p Nat'l Youth Gathering 
Supper & Bible Study 

16 
  

17 
6:00p Evening 
Bible Study @ 
SOTV 
6:30p BMLSA 
Meeting 

18 
7:00p Choir 
8:00p LYF/Post High 
School Bible Study 

19 
  

20 
  

21 Armed 
Forces Day 
Zastoupil/
Geffre 
Wedding 
8:00a Men's 
Network 
Breakfast 

22 Baccalaureate 
Recognition 
8:30a Worship (choir) 
9:45a Bible Studies & Sunday 
School 
11:00a Worship (choir) 
1:00p HS Board Game Club @ 
SOTV 

23 
9:00a PALS 
meeting 
6:00p Bd of 
Outreach Mtg 

24 
12:00p Senior 
Potluck 
Gathering 
6:00p Evening 
Bible Study @ 
SOTV 

25 
8:00p LYF/Post High 
School Bible Study 

26 
7:00p 
Ascension 
Day Worship 
& Ice Cream 
Social @ Holy 
Cross 

27 
10:00a 
Ladies' 
Bible Study 

28 
  

29 
8:30a Worship w/
Communion 
9:45a Bible Study 
11:00a Worship w/
Communion 

30 Memorial 
Day—
CHURCH 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 
  

31 
6:00p Evening 
Bible Study @ 
SOTV 

 ‘22 



Altar  Volunteers:  for the next  three months, as we do 
our trial serving Holy Communion at every Sunday 
service, the altar volunteers will be scheduled on a 
weekly basis. 

 

Date Time Task Volunteer 

5/1 

8:30 AM  

Elder Scott Price 

Usher  
Clay Hoag 
 

Acolyte Ezra Woodside 
Videotape Bob Gordon 

9:30 AM Altar Assistant Cassie Miller 

11:00 AM  

Elder Chris Gergen 

Usher  
Adam Emter 
 

Acolyte Colton Kleven 

 

Organist Linda Hoag 

Altar 
Brandi Fagerland, Marge 
Schwartz 

Fellowship Bd of Elders 
Offering 
Recorder  

Doria Burthold, Mike 
Eldred, Sara Schuh 

5/2-5/8 Prop. Man. 
Team  

Blake Wiedrich 
Kerwin Wolfgram 

5/8  

8:30 AM  

Elder Herman Galster 
Usher Deland Galster 
Usher Wes Judy Loebs 
Acolyte Joan Breiner 
Videotape Scott Tschaekofske 

9:30 AM Altar Assistant Katie Tschaekofske 

11:00 AM  
Elder Mike Fagerland 
Usher Michael Fagerland 
Acolyte Brayden Stai 

 

Organist Eutimia Woodside 
Altar Wes & Judy Loebs 
Fellowship LYF 
Offering 
Recorder  

Paul Klebe, Daniel Dinger, 
Joan Breiner 

5/9-5/15 Prop. Man. 
Team  

Adam Miller 
John Sebastian 
Matthew Graves 

5/15  

8:30 AM  

Elder Darrick Wiest 

Usher  
Wiest 
Matt Burthold 

Acolyte Darrick Wiest 
Videotape Darrick Wiest 

9:30 AM Altar Assistant Brooklyn Peacock 

11:00 AM  
Elder Gary Rath 
Usher  
Acolyte Colton Kleven 

 

Organist Nola Emter 

Altar 
Pam Holscher, Cindy 
Vollmer 

Fellowship LYF 
Offering 
Recorder  

Gary Rath, Ron 
Mosbrucker, Art Ziemann 

5/16-5/22 
Prop. Man. 
Team  

Bruce Link; Mike, James & 
William Lynk 

Date Time Task Volunteer 

5/22 

8:30 AM  

Elder Kerwin Wolfgram 
Usher Poke Buck 
Usher Sue Hartley-Wolfgram 
Acolyte Jack Agnew 
Videotape Daniel Dinger 

9:30 AM Altar Assistant Anna Harron 

11:00 AM  
Elder Bryan Guthmiller 
Usher Ben Guthmiller 
Acolyte Brandon Monger 

 

Organist Darrick Wiest 

Altar 
Bev Burkett, Tanya 
Guthmiller 

Fellowship Bd of Elders 

Offering 
Recorder 

Dawn Carpenter 
Shawn Heinle 
Bryan Guthmiller 

5/23-5/29 Prop. Man. 
Team  

Beryl Mogard 
Greg Wanner 
Scott Price 

5/29 

Elder Matthew Graves 

8:30 AM  
Usher Isaac Woodside 
Usher Luke Woodside 
Acolyte Joni Heidt 
Videotape Bob Gordon 

9:30 AM Altar Assistant Aubree Ell 

11:00 AM  
Elder Mike Fagerland 
Usher Allan & Chase Heim 
Acolyte Brayden Stai 

 

Organist Eutimia Woodside 

Altar 
Linda Kjonaas, Jill 
Schiermeister 

Fellowship Bd of Outreach 

Offering 
Recorder  

Marin Brandenburg 

Blake/Cheryl Wiedrich 

5/30-6/5 Prop. Man. 
Team  

Blake Wiedrich 
Kerwin Wolfgram 



Council Minutes  
April 10, 2022 

Present: President Matt Burthold; Vice-President Doug Miller; 
Jill Rummel, Treasurer; Mike Fagerland, Board of Elders; Candace 
Harron, Board of Outreach; Blake Wiedrich, Board of Property 
Management; Paul Klebe, Board of Stewardship; Pastor Walla and 
Jenny Tschaekofske 

Absent: Kristy Dahl, Board of Education 

At 4:00 pm, Doug Miller called the meeting to order.  Pastor Walla 
led the meeting with an opening prayer. 

The March 2022 Council minutes were previously reviewed via 
email.  A motion was made, seconded and passed to accept the 
minutes as written. 

Pastor’s Report – Pastor Walla 

Official Acts: none 

Pastor Walla has been conducting new member classes for Travis 
& Jennifer Lutz. 

Average worship attendance in March was 210 and is 228 so far in 
April. 

On March 25-26, a group of Bethel students and chaperones 
attended a Higher Things retreat in Minot with Pastor Woodside 
as the main speaker and Pastor Walla leading worship and 
preaching. 

On April 4th, Bethel hosted the circuit Winkel.  One topic of 
discussion included the ND District LCMS potentially partnering 
with Lutheran Family Services.  This organization is made up of 
LCMS clergy, including Rev. Dr. Lamb, former head of Lutheran’s 
For Life.  The district is specifically looking to fill the need for 
Christian Counseling services. 

The Living Last Supper performances were attended by over 350 
people.  All felt that it was a very successful year. 

Members such as students away at school and shut-ins have been 
asking how to submit photos for the new Church Directory.  
Format and deadline will be determined and communicated. 

President’s Report–Matt Burthold 

The next Quarterly Voter’s meeting is scheduled for Sunday, April 
24th following a noon potluck.  Agenda items will include a vote 
on holding Every Sunday Holy Communion.  Integral with this 
decision will be the need to change worship service times to 
accommodate the longer services and the need for Sunday School 
and Bible Study time.  The Elders will not make an official motion, 
but have discussed new service times to be 8 am & 11 am with 
the Education hour at 9:45 am.  Pastor Walla will be publishing 
additional information on our website. 

Building Committee Report–Matt Burthold– nothing to report 

Endowment Committee Report – Matt Burthold 

Within the committee, Matt has been chosen as chair and Jill 
Rummel as secretary.  Three new committee members-at-large 
have volunteered their time: Betty Hopfauf, Trevor Krause and 
Candace Harron.  Their election will be slated for the next Voters’ 
meeting.  The committee is proposing that Trevor Krause’s 
position (set to expire October 2022) be extended to March 2023, 
Betty Hopfauf be elected to a two-year term (expiring March 

(Continued on page 16) 
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NOTE:  There is a processing fee applied to each transaction 
(2.75% for credit cards and 1.00% for checking/savings).  If 
you choose, you may offset Bethel’s fees at the time of your 
donation. 

The “Give+” mobile 
phone application 
is being replaced by 
a new app: “Vanco 

Mobile”.   
➢ Download the FREE app on your Apple or Android 

phone—OR– Click on the Vanco link on Bethel’s 
website 

➢ Make one-time or recurring donations using your 
debit/credit card or checking/savings account 

➢ Log in or donate as a guest 
➢ Securely and conveniently manage donations 

using Touch ID/Fingerprint, PIN or password 
To give through the app, search your phone’s app 
store for “Vanco Mobile”, click on the link on our 
website or contact the church office. 

Consider a gift in honor or memory of someone you love! 

Approved Endowment 
Categories 

Approximate 
Cost 

 Amount in 
Fund (as of 
3/31/2022) 

Designated Memorials     

Building Fund on going  $ 80,128.28  

Sound System on going  $   4,815.48 

Altar on going  $   1,392.72 

Music Department on going  $      895.00 

Sunday School on going  $      346.59  

Front Sign Complete  $   2,778.48 

New Christmas Decorations  $  4,000.00   $       915.00 

Undesignated Memorials    $ 64,806.68 

Total Memorials    $156,078.13 

APPROVED ENDOWMENT LIST 
Bethel’s Endowment Committee 
maintains a list of items 
(approved by the Voters) for 
memorials and bequests.  As 
money is given in honor or 
memory of a loved one, the 

funds are put in Bethel’s memorial funds.  You may 
give your gift to the Memorial fund (undesignated) 
or you may designate the money towards a specific 
item on the list. 

Stewardship News 



2024) and Candace Harron be elected to a three-year term 
(expiring March 2025) with subsequent members elected to 
three-year terms all beginning on April 1 of that year.  A 
motion was made, seconded and passed to nominate these 
individuals on those terms. 

A donation from the Harry & Irene Renschler estate was 
acknowledged by past President Paul Harron.  There is no 
specific use for these funds at this time. 

The committee approved the purchase of a new clock for the 
narthex at a cost of $128 plus tax expensed to Undesignated 
Memorial funds. 

Based on the Bylaws, the Committee is closing the “Outdoor 
Sign” fund as this purpose has been fulfilled.  Monies 
remaining in that fund will be transferred to “Undesignated” 
memorials. 

Other funds reviewed by the Committee include money for 
the Altar and Sunday School.  Pastor Walla will be making 
recommendations for the purchase of new altar banners.  
Matt will communicate with the Board of Education to 
determine the intent of the Sunday School fund before the 
committee takes any action. 

Vice-President’s Report – Doug Miller 

Doug thanked Bethel members for a very successful 20th year 
of the Living Last Supper.  Our congregation should be proud 
of this accomplishment. 

Education & Martin Luther School Report –no report – the 
Board did not meet this month 

Board of Elders’ Reports – Mike Fagerland 

Membership Changes: 

Transfer In:  Roger & Renae Emter from St. Matthew’s 
Lutheran, Napoleon, ND and Drew Asche from Zion Lutheran, 
Gwinner, ND still pending documentation. 

The Elders are continuing efforts to clean up our membership 
roster.  The Board is recommending to the Voters’ to remove 
the following people: 
• Susan Wall-Helm, Terrance Helm; Stephanie Wall 
• Matt & Sherri Walsh; Addison 
• Kim Weidner; Jude 
• James Weltz 
• Melissa Weltz; Mikala, Johnathan, Emma Lee & Izzabelle 
• Robert & Susan Wentz; Samantha, Cody & Matthew 
• Sharon & Corey Wetzstein; Bryan Goehring-Reinhart 
• John & Tammy Wheelhouse 
• Alan Zimmerman 

Depending on the outcome of the Every Sunday Communion 
vote, the Elders may have to adjust volunteer schedules. 

Planning is underway for the Confirmation Banquet on April 
30th and special Fellowship time for May 1st. 

Board of Outreach Report – Candace Harron 

Candace has agreed to serve as vice-chair for this calendar 
year.   

The Board publicized the Living Last Supper in many 
media formats this year including the usual 
flyers and “tickets” given to members, etc.  
New this year was video signage displayed in 

(Continued from page 15) 
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local restaurants and a photographer from the Bismarck 
Tribune featured the event on their front page (4/9/22). 

The 40 Days for Life event has ended and another is 
scheduled for this fall. 

Their next board meeting will be Monday, April 25th at 6 pm. 

Property Management Report –Blake Wiedrich 

Repair and maintenance projects completed this month: 
• Boiler thermocouple replaced.  Church was without heat 

for several days before problem was solved. 
• New toilets and associated plumbing were installed in the 

bathrooms.  An anonymous donor/volunteer paid for and 
installed the new fixtures. 

• The emergency light in the north hall of the Education 
Wing was replaced. 

• Old fluorescent light bulbs (replaced by LED bulbs) were 
donated to St. Vincent’s nursing home. 

Pending projects: 
• The water fountain (installed by Light of Christ) is running 

continuously.  Blake is researching how to service the 
unit. 

• The fire alarm sensor from Church Mutual has arrived and 
Blake will be installing it this week. 

• Based on visitor comments, the Council requested that 
additional restroom signage be installed. 

• The Board would like to permanently mount the tv used 
in the Fellowship hall for overflow seating and funeral 
videos.  The rolling stand is bulky and the power cord 
across the floor poses a tripping hazard. 

Blake showed his appreciation for the Board of Property 
members, especially Mike Lynk for stepping up to cover duties 
while he cared for his wife recovering from surgery. 

Board of Stewardship – Paul Klebe 

After hearing a presentation on Shepherd’s Hill at the 
Crossroads’ ministry plan, the Board is discussing increasing 
our budget line item giving to the camp. 

Treasurer Reports –Jill Rummel 

Jill and Brett Morlok are working together to transition the 
Treasurer’s duties.  The 1Q reports were distributed 
(attached).   

Two Certificate of Deposits (CDs) held at in the Lutheran 
Church Extension Fund (LCEF) are due to mature in May.  One 
is designated as Building Fund and the other as Additional 
Church Worker.  Based on the low interest rates offered, Brett 
and Jill are recommending to the Council that Bethel redeem 
these investments rather than tie up the funds long-term.   A 
motion was made, seconded and passed to redeem the two 
CDs and transfer the funds to the existing LCEF Steward 
account until a better investment opportunity is found. 

Other Business- none 

The next Council meeting is scheduled for Sunday, May 15th at 
4 pm.  (This is a change to avoid Mother’s Day celebrations.) 

The next Quarterly Voters’ meeting is scheduled for Sunday, 
April 24th following a noon potluck. 

The meeting was closed in prayer led by Pastor Walla. 

Respectfully submitted, Jenny Tschaekofske 



2Q Voters’ Meeting Minutes April 24, 2022  
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The April 24, 2022 Quarterly Voters’ meeting was called to 
order at 12:45 pm by Congregational President Matt 
Burthold.  Pastor Jonathan Walla led with an opening 
prayer. 

New Voting Members: Kay Dahl, Tom & Karen Kapla, David 
& Amariah Larson and Kathie Strum 

The January 16, 2022 Quarterly Voters’ Meeting Minutes 
were approved by the Voters.  

Pastors’ Reports – Pastor Walla 

Official Acts & Membership Changes:   

Baptisms: Soloman David Larson (3/6)  

Profession of Faith: David & Amariah Larson 

Transfer In:  Roger & Renae Emter from St. Matthew’s 
Lutheran, Napoleon, ND (pending documentation) 

Drew Asche from Lutheran, Gwinner, ND 

Jordan Krill from St. Mark’s Lutheran, Minot, ND (pending 
documentation) 

Funerals: Bernice Steinley 

Average Sunday attendance in January was 182, February 
was 191, March was 210 and so far in April it has been 228.  
April attendance was affected by the Easter holiday and a 
spring blizzard. 

Pastor Walla’s completed and on-going tasks: 

• visiting the hospitalized and home-bound. 

• teaching private new membership classes with Travis & 
Jennifer Lutz 

• acting director of this year’s Living Last Supper drama 

• guest speaker on a KFUO radio program in March 

• led worship services and preached at the Higher Things 
retreat in Minot, ND in March.  He plans to take 21 
Bethel members to the Higher Things conference in 
Bozeman, MT this summer. 

• hosted the Main Street Living program’s recording day 
at Bethel.  This included Bethel’s choir hosting local 
singers who recorded hymns for the services. 

• completed committal plans for Roger Dilger scheduled 
for June 11th north of Zap. 

• completed funeral plans for Ron LeClerc scheduled for 
July 9th.  More details to be announced. 

Pastor Woodside completed and on-going tasks (note:  
Pastor Woodside was not in attendance as he is leading the 
Confirmation Service at Shepherd of the Valley): 

• visiting the hospitalized and home-bound. 

• conducting pre-marital classes with Bryan Zastoupil and 
Ariel Geffre. 

• preparing and leading the Tuesday Night (SOTV), Men’s 
Network, and College and Career Studies; monthly 
middle school and high school events as well as 
Confirmation classes. 

• serving as the pastoral advisor for the Martin Luther 

School board. 

• key-note speaker for the Higher Things retreat in Minot, 
ND in March. 

Board of Education– Kristy Dahl 

Martin Luther School’s Mayfest fundraiser is scheduled for 
Saturday, May 7th.  An online auction will start earlier that 
week and both silent and live auctions will be held at the 
event. 

The Board will be hosting a Teacher Appreciation later in 
May – details to be announced. 

Planning is underway for students attending the National 
Youth Gathering in Houston, TX this summer. 

Board of Elders –Pastor Walla 

The Board of Elders have been attempting to contact 
inactive members and update our roster to more accurately 
reflect households who consider themselves members.  The 
following are being recommended for removal based on the 
inability to contact or members’ preference: 
• Susan Wall-Helm, Terrance Helm; Stephanie Wall 
• Matt & Sherri Walsh; Addison 
• Kim Weidner; Jude 
• James Weltz 
• Melissa Weltz; Mikala, Johnathan, Emma Lee & Izzabelle 
• Robert & Susan Wentz; Samantha, Cody & Matthew 
• Sharon & Corey Wetzstein; Bryan Goehring-Reinhart 
• John & Tammy Wheelhouse 
• Alan Zimmerman 

As no Voting member acknowledged nor felt a name was 
included in error, a motion was made, seconded and passed 
to remove those listed. 

Pastor Walla presented the topic of Every Sunday 
Communion including the rationale for doing so, the Bible 
studies presented on the topic and concerns expressed by 
members – see attached.  A motion was made and seconded 
to have a three-month trial of serving Holy Communion at 
every service on every Sunday beginning in May and 
concluding the Sunday prior to the next Voters’ Meeting in 
July.  A secondary motion was made, seconded and passed 
to vote on the motion by secret ballot.  Matt Burthold 
designated Sharri Galster, Bob Kjonaas and Mike Lynk to 
pass out, collect and count ballots.  The primary motion 
carried by a vote of 44 yes and 20 no. 

Board of Outreach – Kristi Dilger 

Candace Harron has agreed to serve as the vice-chair for 
2022.  A motion was made, seconded and passed to elect 
Candace to this position. 

The Board has been active with the following activities since 
the last meeting: 

January - Fill the Playpen – Woman’s Care Center –  
collection for pro-life crisis center in Bismarck 

February - Shut-in Care Packages – delivered by our pastors, 
included a membership directory, a 2022 Calendar, a 
little candy treat & a Valentines Card made by the 



board. 

March - 40 Days for Life (March 2 – April 10) – some 
volunteers, hoping for more involvement in Fall now 
that people know what to expect 

April - Living Last Supper (8th & 9th) – advertising & ‘green 
room’ snacks 

Easter Eggstravaganza (13th) – canceled (weather), 
maybe doing a different event for kids 

May - Church Directory – volunteering to help Jenny 

New Promotional Items – New member bags 

Children’s Activity Bags – continue to prepare for services 

Their next meeting is Monday, Apr. 25 at 6 pm 

Property Management – Blake Wiedrich 

Blake expressed his appreciation for the Board of Property 
members, especially Mike Lynk for stepping up to cover 
duties while he cared for his wife recovering from surgery. 

Highlighted repairs/projects since the last meeting include 
the repair of two floor drains at the parsonage and the 
installation of a remote fire alarm sensor.  Blake is doing 
research to repair the water fountain originally installed by 
Light of Christ. 

Board of Stewardship – Paul Klebe – nothing to report 

Treasurer –Jenny Tschaekofske for Jill Rummel 

The 1Q2022 Treasurer’s report was distributed to the Voters 
(attached).  Jill was unable to attend due to illness.  All 
questions were referred to Jill. 

Vice-President’s Report – no report 

President’s Report– Matt Burthold 

Haga Kommer has been retained to conduct the 2020-21 
Financial Review at their regular hourly rate estimated be 
cost $2,300-2,900 per fiscal year.  Jenny Tschaekofske, Brett 
Morlok and Jill Rummel will be available to provide the 
requested information when they begin their review. 

Endowment Committee – Matt Burthold 

Per the Constitution, Bylaws and Handbook (CBH), the 
members of this committee include the Congregational 
President (Matt), the pastor (Pastor Walla), the chair of 
Stewardship (Paul Klebe), the treasurer (Jill Rummel) and 
three members elected at-large.  The Committee met March 
27th and chose Matt as the committee chair and Jill as 
secretary.  The committee has nominated Trevor Krause, 
whose term is to expire 10/2022 to an extended term until 
3/31/2023; Betty Hopfauf to a two-year term expiring 
3/31/2024 and Candace Harron to a three-year term expiring 
3/31/2025.  A motion was made, seconded and passed to 
elect those individuals to those terms with subsequent 
members elected to a three-year term expiring in March of 
that year to coincide with the Treasurer’s term. 

The Committee approved the purchase of a new clock for the 
narthex at a cost of $128 plus tax from Undesignated 

Memorials. 

Pastor Walla will be seeking to purchase 
additional altar banners using the Altar Fund in 
the future.  
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The Outdoor Sign fund was closed as the purpose was 
fulfilled and leftover funds will be returned to Undesignated 
Memorials, per CBH. 

Discussion is underway regarding the history and/or need 
for a Sunday School fund. 

Building Committee – Bret Morlok 

The Building Committee held a congregational assembly in 
February with potential options for building renovation/
expansion along with a preliminary budget.  Committee 
members Kristi Dilger, Bob Kjonaas, Brett Morlok, Gary Rath, 
Ed Stern and Blake Wiedrich have since been gathering 
feedback from the congregation.  While the committee 
works closely with church staff, they would prefer all 
comments and concerns be directed to committee members 
for the most up to date information and to not add to staff 
workload.  Having sensed some anxiety amongst comments 
from that assembly, Brett assured the Voters that we are 
still in the very preliminary stages of any project and are still 
gathering ideas.  They want to work towards ways to engage 
the congregation and allow for members to express their 
concerns more comfortably. 

Other items 

Blake Wiedrich sought information as to the history of the 
blinds covering the stained-glass window above the choir 
loft.  They are in bad shape and collect insects.  Dianne 
Schaeffer informed him that they were installed to block sun 
glare for the organists.  Blake is inspecting the condition of 
the stained-glass windows in front and back for possible 
repair/replacement.  There is no intent to change the 
aesthetics, merely to provide energy efficiency. 

With approximately 1/3 of ballots against the trial for Every 
Sunday Communion, Pastor Walla voiced concern over 
potential divisions amongst the congregation.  A lengthy 
conversation was held in which many members expressed 
their opinions and concerns.  Ultimately, a motion was 
made, seconded and passed that the Elders be instructed to 
conduct a survey or other means of collecting input on this 
topic prior to the next Voters’ Meeting.  As always, the 
pastors and the Elders are always available to hear 
members’ concerns about this topic or any other aspect of 
life in the congregation. 

Candace Harron reminded the attendees that Bethel will 
celebrate 55 years of ministry this August.  Our church 
family has been richly blessed. 

The meeting was closed with the Lord’s prayer led by Pastor 
Walla. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Jenny Tschaekofske 

 



Your Board of 
Elders wants you to 
know if you have 
any needs, or 
questions, you can 
contact your elder 
at any time.  Your 
Bethel family truly 
wants to reach out, 
care for, and share 
the love of Christ!   

Elder Family 
Assignment 

Home 
Phone 

Cell Phone – 
texting 

available 

Gary Rath A-C - 701-471-9092 

Kerwin Wolfgram D-E - 701-270-2434  

Herman Galster F-G 258-0543 701-426-8044 

Chris Gergen H-I - 701-320-7272  

Bryan Guthmiller J-K - 701-202-3476 

Scott Price L - 701-805-8073 

Darrick Wiest M - 701-426-1987 

Mike Fagerland N-R 258-8497 701-425-7448 

Matt Graves S 751-0540 701-240-4391 

Scott Schuh T-Z - 812-345-7075 

 
 
 

2022  
Elected  
Board 

Officers 

 
 

President of Congregation 
Matt Burthold 

 

Vice-President 
Doug Miller 

 

Treasurer 
Jill Rummel 

 

Education 
Chair—OPEN 

Kristy Dahl, Acting Chair 

Vice-Chair—OPEN 

 

Elders 
Mike Fagerland, Chair 

Herman Galster, Vice-Chair 
 

Outreach 
Kristi Dilger, Chair 

Candace Harron, Vice-
Chair 

 

Property Management  
Blake Wiedrich, Chair 

Mike Lynk, Vice-Chair 

 

Stewardship 
Paul Klebe, Chair 

Shawn Heinle, Vice-Chair 
 

Our church boards are 
always seeking new 
volunteers to help in our 
mission of “Reaching, 
Caring and Sharing Christ.”  
Please contact any Board 
member if you are 
interested in helping! 
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Saturday, May 6 
8:00a Prop. Man. Meeting 
 
Sunday,  May 15 
1:30p Education Meeting 
2:30p Elder's Meeting 
3:00p Stewardship Meeting 
4:00p Council Meeting 

Monday, May 23 
6:00p Outreach Meeting 
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Income 
January-March 

2022 2022 Budget Budget % 

Envelopes  $    100,210.65   $      361,624.00  28% 

All other  $      27,826.29   $      102,361.50  27% 

Total Revenue  $    128,036.94   $      463,985.50  28% 

Expenses    

Elders  $      66,849.20   $      289,379.70  23% 

Property Management  $      14,825.27   $        67,250.00  22% 

Education  $      15,786.37   $        45,201.00  35% 

Outreach  $            293.65   $          5,250.00  6% 

Stewardship  $      18,285.64   $        93,877.00  19% 

Total Expenses  $    116,040.13   $      500,957.70  23% 

Margin  $      11,996.81   $      (36,972.20)  

Bethel’s Quarterly Financial Report 

We are including a Financial Synopsis in the 
newsletter so you are aware of the financial position 
of Bethel.  Within our congregation God has blessed 
each one of us differently.  As you consider these 
figures and how God has blessed you, please keep in 
mind these words from St. Paul:  Remember this—
Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and 
whoever sows generously will also reap generously.  
Each man should give what he has decided in his heart 

to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  And God is 
able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that 
you need, you will abound in every good work.   2 Corinthians 9:6-8 

If you have any questions or concerns about Bethel’s financial information,  
please contact our Treasurer,  Jill Rummel (701-471-6230 or treasurer@bethelbismarck.com). 
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Find us on the web! 
www.bethelbismarck.com   
or  
www.facebook.com/bethelbismarck 

Check online for worship  
and Bible class times! 

May 1 
Confirmation Sunday 

 

May 3, 5 & 7 
Church Directory Photo Events 

 

May 8 
Mother’s Day 

 

May 9 
LWML Salad Supper 

 

May 15 
Education Appreciation Sunday 

 

May 22 
Baccalaureate Sunday 

 

May 26 
Ascension Day 


