
Newsletter Article for March 2022 
 
Dear Saints of Bethel Lutheran Church, 
 
How often should we offer Holy Communion at Bethel?  Might we want to have Communion every 
Sunday?  We have been studying and discussing this topic over the last few months in the Sunday 
Morning Bible Class.  From my understanding, the possibility of every-Sunday Communion at Bethel had 
been a topic of conversation since before I was your pastor.  And one of the first conversations I had 
with a Bethel member upon my arrival six years ago declared his desire to move toward this practice.  
The yearning for more frequent offerings of this means of grace increased dramatically during the weeks 
that we had suspended our in-person services in March/April of 2020, when families were scheduling to 
come in for smaller Communion services.   
 
However, before we go any further, you may be wondering:  why?  Is there something wrong with our 
current pattern of offering Communion every other week?  A good and important question.  Anytime 
there is discussion of a change to practice, we should be asking this!  What we do – how we worship – is 
directly connected with what we believe.  So, in short, have we been sinning by not offering Communion 
every week?  No.  Then why would we want to change?  In short, because of what Jesus gives and 
promises in this Sacrament.  The answer to this question is what our whole study (10 classes!) has been 
about, and therefore much more can and should be said about this.  We have looked at the backgrounds 
and biblical witness of the Lord’s Supper.  We’ve seen the clear testimony that to participate in 
Communion is to be one with Jesus’ own body and blood, as well as with the body of believers who also 
participate.  We took a tour through the last 2,000 years of Communion practice.  And, we assessed 
several common arguments against every-Sunday Communion.   
 
To summarize a few of the reasons for why it might seem good to us to change our practice, we would 
include:  (1) the awareness of our need as we consider our own sinful flesh, our hostile world, and the 
prowling devil; (2) the recognition that the Sacrament gives forgiveness for our sin, protection and 
shelter, and power against death and the devil; (3) the fact that every-Sunday Communion was the 
practice of the early Christian church, and was restored during the Reformation. 
 
In some of our previous studies, Pastor Woodside talked about the Divine Service and explained the 
‘why’ to many of the parts of the liturgy, as well as showing that the service is designed with two high-
points:  the service of the Word and the service of the Sacrament.  As we’ve been doing the Every Week 
Communion study, this point has become even more noticeable, as many members have indicated that 
something is missing when we have a non-Communion service.  Some pointed out that we do not even 
think about the possibility of having a service without the reading of God’s Word or the sermon.  Thus, 
the question was begged:  why have a service without the Sacrament? 
 
One other important piece of information came to light during our study.  There was a resolution passed 
at our LCMS Synodical Convention in 1995 that resolved the following:  “That the Lutheran Church – 
Missouri Synod in convention encourage its pastors and congregations to study the scriptural, 
confessional, and historical witness to every Sunday communion with a view to recovering the 
opportunity for receiving the Lord’s Supper each Lord’s Day.” (1995 LCMS Convention Resolution 2-08A).  
So, here we are, 27 years later, having such a study and with the opportunity set before us. 
 
Over the coming weeks, I want to encourage you to discuss this as a congregation with one another and 
with us pastors.  I want you to go back and watch the videos of the 10 classes (contact me, and I’ll send 



you the links and the study worksheets).  Read the articles that are laid out on the table in the SE corner 
of the Fellowship Hall.  And then, please plan to be part of our Voters’ Meeting on April 24th, as we make 
a decision on whether to offer Communion every Sunday! 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Walla 


