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 A Shameless Plug for Martin Luther School 
 Rev. Justin Woodside 

The title of our Sunday morning Bible study this past few 
weeks has been “Mission Field in Our Own Backyard.” As 
you may recall, this was also the subject of a recent 
newsletter article.  And what is that mission field?  It is our 
children!  Our grandchildren!  Our nieces and nephews!  
The children in this congregation!  Our children are under 
great attack in the world today. 

This article, as is obvious by the title, is a shameless plug 
for Martin Luther School.  Martin Luther School is located 
onsite at Zion Lutheran Church here in Bismarck.  It is, I 
believe, a hidden gem. 

It is no secret that the American education system is in 
trouble.  It has been for a long time.  For decades the 
government has been trying to remedy low achievement 
with programs like No Child Left Behind and Common 
Core.  Despite truckloads (an understatement) of money 
that have been poured into them, these programs have 
been relatively unfruitful.  And why?  I’ll give two reasons 
(although there are others.)  Firstly, God has been almost 
completely erased from the curriculum (even solid 
Christian teachers are bound by the curriculum.  Believe 
me, I did it for nearly 20 years!)  A Godless system breeds 
meaninglessness.  Without God, there is no meaning in 
life, so what is the point of education?  Secondly, the 
general philosophy of teaching/pedagogy is misguided and 
flawed.  No Child Left Behind left behind a generation of 
kids who were taught to be really good at taking multiple 
choice tests, but there was a lack of depth to the 
curriculum.  In my own experience as a History teacher, I 
found myself more and more pushed into teaching facts 
and figures, and memorization, without ever getting to 

analysis and 
reflection.  That 
being said, I 
know that there 
are some really 
great teachers 
out there, 
unfortunately, I 
also know 
(because it 
happened to me) 
that there are 
shackles and 
regulations that 
limit even the 
best teachers. 

Now for the plug 
for Martin Luther 
School. Why 
should we 
support Martin 
Luther School as 
parents, 
grandparents, 
aunts, uncles, and as a congregation? 

1. It is unashamedly Lutheran.  Kids are taught religion 
class each year by our local LCMS pastors, vicars and 
DCEs.  Additionally, the children attend chapel every 
Wednesday morning at 8:30, in which they sing hymns, 
read scripture, pray, and receive a mini-sermon 
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delivered by one of our local Lutheran pastors or vicars. 

2. Martin Luther School has a highly qualified staff of teachers who support the mission 
of the school and church. 

3. The Classical philosophy of teaching is Biblically grounded and has Christ at the 
center.  With God in the picture, students are more able to see the meaning and 
beauty in what they are learning and doing; there is purpose in education. 

4. The literature they read is top-notch, quality literature (you won’t find “Molly’s Two 
Moms”, or “Davey Likes Dresses” on the bookshelves.  They are exposed to classic 
books which are read and discussed by students.  

Currently the school is only K-6, however, the hope is to expand, eventually, to having a 
Lutheran High School.  Tuition is reasonable, and members of our church do have access 
to scholarships to offset the cost. 

In closing, there is much more I could say, but I’m trying to squeeze a lot into a short 
article.  There are many reasons why I love what Martin Luther School is doing, and I 
want to encourage you to keep the school in your prayers and prayerfully consider how 
you might support the mission there! Pastor Woodside 

(Continued from page 1) 

EVERY SUNDAY COMMUNION  Bethel’s Board of 
Elders has been drafting a short survey to seek your 
thoughts about having Every Sunday Communion.  In 
April, the Voting membership voted to do a three-
month trial.  During that meeting, the advantages 
and disadvantages of this practice were discussed 
and this survey hopes to gather all of these thoughts 
and hear from those who may not have been willing 
to speak in a large group setting.  Additionally, the 
Council will be holding a Congregational Assembly 
between services on Sunday, June 26th to allow for 
further discussion.  In the meantime, you are 
encouraged to contact any of the Elders or the 
Pastors with your questions and concerns.  Your 
comments will remain confidential. 

Every Sunday 
Communion 

Survey 
available mid-

June  

Congregational 
Assembly 10 
am Sunday, 
June 26th. 

RESOURCES FOR YOUR PERSONAL & FAMILY DEVOTIONS  
With Pastor Woodside’s recent Bible Study discussing the 
importance of spending time in the Word with the children 
in our lives, we would like to highlight some of the 
resources available to you and your family.   

T Portals of Prayer—this devotional from Concordia 
Publishing House (CPH) is published quarterly.  Bethel 
purchases copies in three different sizes—please take 
one from the narthex! 

T Daily Bible Readings—every month we publish a list of Scripture to help you read the 
entire Bible in one year!  June & July’s list is on page 15 

T Luther’s Small Catechism—especially written by Luther to teach families!  If you do not 
already have a copy at home, you can purchase a hard cover copy in the church office 
($18) or download CPH’s FREE app for your mobile device. 

T Treasury of Daily Prayer (PrayNow app)—the ULTIMATE all-in-one daily devotional 
resource for every day of the year.  While the $51 price from CPH is an excellent 
investment, you may choose the mobile version—PrayNow for $8.99 and take it on-the-
go. 



The next QUARTERLY VOTERS’ 
MEETING is scheduled for SUNDAY, 
July 17th at 1 pm. 

We will begin with a time of 
fellowship over a potluck lunch after the late service 
(12:30 pm) before getting into the business of the church. 

Please bring a dish to share and join us for the meeting! 
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We want EVERYONE to 
be a part of our new 
Church Photo 
Directory!  To submit a 
photo, you may bring a 
copy to the church 

office for us to scan or you can email a digital file 
(call the church office for specifications).  Please 
be aware that we can only accept professional 
images if you own the copyrights. 

PHOTO SUBMISSION DEADLINE IS JUNE 10TH 

Please join us for FATHER’S DAY 
REFRESHMENTS on Sunday, June 
19th in honor of our fathers and the 
significant men in our lives.   

 

Wednesday Preacher 

June 1 Woodside 

June 8 Marcis 

June 15 Vicar Moon 

June 22 Walla 

June 29 Woodside 

July 6 Wolfgram 

July 13 Woodside 

July 20 Zellers 

July 27 Marcis 

August 3 Wolfgram 

August 10 Marcis 

August 17 Walla 

August 24 Zellers 

August 31 Walla 

Shepherd of the Valley 
Lutheran Church @ 6 PM 

Traveling this summer?  Can’t make 
it to Sunday service?  SOTV and the 
Bismarck-Mandan LCMS Pastors are 
holding mid-week worship services 
on Wednesdays at 6 pm to give you 
the opportunity to stay in the word.  
Your offerings will be given to your 
home congregation if  you use your 
offering envelope.  If you have 
questions please visit with Pastor 
Walla or Woodside.   

June 1-8—Jenny, church secretary on vacation 

June 8-17—Pastor Woodside on vacation 

June 27-July 3—Pastor Walla on vacation 

July 18-22—Pastor Walla; Jenny, church secretary; 
and Bethel youth at Higher Things, Bozeman, MT 

 

Should you need assistance while either pastor is out of the 
office, please contact one of Bethel’s Elders  

(list page 19) 



Dear Bethel Family, 

On June 14, 2022, the Bismarck City Commission meeting will include a public hearing on 
Ordinance 6501 regarding hate crimes.  Many cities around the United States have passed 
hate crime laws in recent years, but there is a common flaw in all of them:  they require 
someone to discern the intent of a person’s words or actions.  The following article is an 
attempt to demonstrate this flaw and expose the danger this brings to you and me as 
Christians. 

If I yell “stop!” to my child chasing a ball into a busy street, my raised voice might frighten my 
child, but if he listens, I will have saved him.  At the moment, all he could see was that ball 
and knew that he wanted to get it, but he could not see the reality of the car driving right at 
him.   

Now, what was my intent when yelling at my child?  At the moment, he felt frightened.  He 
might even have felt offended.  How dare I yell at him for doing what he thought was best?  
My neighbors might have not seen the whole event and only heard my yell and said, “That guy 
is way too harsh with his kids.”  But, of course, my intent was not harassment of my child, and 
my words were not out of hatred for him, but out of love. 

But what if I speak to a friend who is struggling with gender identity and share the words of the 
Bible that say, “God made them male and female”?  My words might frighten my friend.  They 
sound different than the message of the current winds of culture telling him that gender is fluid and that he can 
choose.  At the moment, all my friend can see is the current struggle to interpret his feelings.  So, what was my intent 
in sharing God’s Word with my friend?  If he is offended by my words, he might tell you that I was harassing him, 
intending to frighten him.   

The danger of an ordinance against hate crimes is that enforcement of it is entirely subjective.  Who determines 
whether what you did or said was in hate?  I speak specifically from the perspective of a Lutheran pastor.  As a pastor, I 
have sworn by my ordination vows to preach the Word of God in its truth and purity.  The Bible says that God created 
male and female.  It defines marriage as between one male and one female.  It clearly warns that homosexuality is a 
sin.  If I teach the biblical view of marriage and sexuality in a public way, preaching a sermon or teaching a study at 
church, with it being shared by electronic communication – over the sound system, as well as over online video, as all 
of our services are – then according to this ordinance, under Section 2. 6-03-03.1.3, I might just be found guilty of 
intent to frighten or harass.  Someone might determine that what I said was done in hate and that it caused “mental 
anguish” to someone.  At the time, it is no fun to have sin pointed out.  It brings pain and offense initially.  (And this 
goes for all sins, not just those related to sexual orientation and gender identity.)  But it must be understood that God 
desires all to be saved and that when sin is pointed out, it is out of love, not hate.  Pointing out sin is intended to save.   
It is to bring repentance and forgiveness of sins through Jesus Christ’s once-for all payment for sins on the cross.   

And so the question is:  if such a hate crime ordinance is enacted, can a Christian still speak the Word of God in 
Bismarck?   

Does this sound too far-fetched?  Do you think that this hate-crime ordinance would never lead to making outlaws of 
normal, law-abiding Bismarck citizens?  Then consider the recent case from Finland of Dr. Paivi Rasanen and the Rev. 
Dr. Juhana Pohjola.  They were charged with “ethnic agitation” for sharing a Bible verse regarding the sin of 
homosexuality and a pamphlet detailing God’s creation of male and female.  The prosecutor said that their comments 
were made to cause intolerance, contempt, and hatred toward homosexuals.  He said that the use of the word “sin” 
could be harmful.  They faced imprisonment if convicted.  Thankfully, they were acquitted on March 30th. 

I urge our city to not follow the winds of culture.  Do not enact an ordinance that makes outlaws of its upright citizens.  
Do not fall into the trap of virtue signaling.  Just because many other cities have enacted hate crime laws does not 

mean that we need to keep up.  This ordinance is impossible to use well and should not be enacted, because it 
would require someone to be able to discern the thoughts and intentions of man’s heart (Heb. 4:12).  Only God 

can do that. 

In Christ,  Pastor Walla  
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Hate Crimes: What Is Your Intention? Rev. Jonathan Walla 

The danger of an 
ordinance against hate 

crimes is that 
enforcement of it is 
entirely subjective.  

Who determines 
whether what you did 

or said was in hate?   



Church Group of the Month:   
Our Videographers 

This month we are highlighting the work of Bethel’s videographers.  Bethel’s video outreach 
began more than eight years ago when Bruce Burkett started recording worship services, 
digitizing the video, and placing them online.  In those early days, we would get excited to see 
that we had 40 views and individuals from overseas checking out our videos! 

In 2019, we began a livestream of our Sunday Morning Adult Bible study at the request of the 
Sunday school teachers who are busy teaching and can not always attend.  And in March 2020, 
as we were already making preparations to livestream worship services, Bethel was forced to 
go fully online.  God provides despite the obstacles man puts in the way!  Our first 
livestreamed service was March 18, 2020 and our videographers have streamed special 
services and at least one of every Sunday services since that time. 

It is important to note that the livestream process is not a perfect one.  We are at the mercy of 
Midco’s internet service and Facebook’s video platform.  Which means if these providers have 
an outage or slow down, we will too.  Additionally, an individual viewer may have a technical 
problem at home (slow connection, audio muted, etc).  We welcome comments on how to 
improve the video feed, and we are available to help troubleshoot problems you may be 
experiencing.  Just remember that the videographer is also participating in the worship service, 
so we aren’t monitoring comments in the Facebook feed during the service and cannot provide 
live tech support.  If the video lags or the audio is not synced, try rewinding a few seconds.  If 
problems persist, let us know! 

Lastly, no one on the video crew had much experience with the audio and video equipment 
used during worship services before joining the group.  But the learning curve is small, and 
we’re always happy to show those interested how the process works.  If you have an interest 
in volunteering as a videographer, we can use your assistance to ensure Bethel’s services 
continue to be available to those who cannot attend in person. 

WHAT SERVICES are available?  
➢ 8:30 am Sunday Worship Services 
➢ 10 am Sunday Morning Bible Study 
➢ 6 pm Advent/Lenten Midweek Services 
➢ Baptisms, Funerals, and Weddings—upon request of the family 
➢ Select Bible Studies, New Member and Confirmation Classes 
➢ Other events such as the Living Last Supper drama, Children’s Christmas Program, etc. 

WHERE can I find the link?  Our videos are stored both on Facebook and Vimeo.  You can follow the links below, find the links 
on our website (www.bethelbismarck.com) or simply do a search for Bethel on either platform. 

www.facebook.com/bethelbismarck/video  or  www.vimeo.com/user10614586 

I DON’T HAVE FACEBOOK, can I still see it?  YES, you do not have to be a Facebook subscriber to access Bethel’s content.  All of 
our videos are free to the public to watch and download.  The easiest way to get to the right place is to click the link on our 
website. 

WHEN can I watch the worship service?  Each service is “livestreamed” on Facebook, which means the broadcast is done at 
the same time of the event.  However, since each video is also recorded and archived, you may watch it ANY time after the 
event has begun.  You can even rewind during the middle of the service if you missed something!  If you are watching on 
Vimeo, the videos are uploaded after the service and may not be available for an hour or two. 

HOW LONG are the videos available?  Indefinitely.  At this time, we do not have a storage limit so ALL of our recorded videos 
are available on Vimeo!  There is a list of 562 videos dating back to April 2014.  We have only been using Facebook since 2020 
and so all videos from March 2020 to the present are available on that site.   

Can I get a copy of the WORSHIP BULLETIN?  Each week, the worship bulletin and announcements are placed on our website 
(under the “Get Connected” tab—Publications & links) for you to print and follow along in our worship.  Hymns are printed for 
you to sing along even if you don’t have a hymnal. 

WHO do I contact for help?  While we are unable to assist during the actual worship service, we are happy to help other times.  
Contact the church office (701-255-1433) or Scott Tschaekofske (701-202-9846). 
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A special thank you to the 
current members of the 
Video crew : 
 

➢ Daniel Dinger 

➢ Bob Gordon 

➢ Scott Tschaekofske 

➢ Alida Wiest 

 

If you are interested in 
joining the team, please 

contact Scott Tschaekofske 
(701-202-9846 or 

Tschaekofske@yahoo.com) 
or one of our pastors. 



Youth News 

SUNDAY 
GAME DAY 
 

Who: All LCMS students 
grade 6-12 in the 
Bismarck-Mandan area 

When: 4th Sunday of the 
month [June 26 & July 24 
@ 1pm 

Where: Shepherd of the 
Valley 

Bring: Yourself.  A friend.  
 A snack.  Board games  

you like to play! 

HIGH SCHOOL/POST HIGH 
SCHOOL STUDY   

Proverbs...everyday wisdom 
for everyday life! Don't miss 
this time of Bible reading and 

discussion, reading a Psalm together, praying together, 
great conversation and snacks. Friends are always 
welcome 

Students entering grades 9-12 and young adults are 
invited to participate each Wednesday in the Jericho 
Room.  If you cannot join us regularly, join us when you 
can! If you cannot arrive by 8 PM, arrive when you can! 
If you want a ride, directions or the Zoom meeting ID, 
text Pat Sebastian (701) 471-3289 or Mandy Galster 
(701) 425-1794. A Zoom meeting option is available 
each week. 

REFRESHMENT SUNDAYS sign-up 
available on the youth bulletin 
board! Families with students in 
grades 6 and up are encouraged to 
sign up to serve LYF refreshments 
the third Sunday of the month.  
Responsibilities include making 
coffee, bringing/serving 
refreshments for 100-120 people 
and clean-up  

FATHER'S DAY REFRESHMENTS - 
JUNE 19  Students in grades 6 
and up are invited to assemble 
(and sample) hot ham and 
cheese bagelette sandwiches on 
Sunday, June 19, 7:45 AM. 

The Young Investors (Y.I.) 
Club helps children learn the 
value of saving, spending and 
sharing money—while 
empowering ministry through 
the Lutheran Church 

Extension Fund (LCEF).  With an investment of just $25 to 
open LCEF’s Y.I. StewardAccount, young investors become a 
Y.I. Club member.  

Learn more at  
https://lcef.org/young-investors-club/ 

Forms and additional information are available on the 
youth bulletin board in the hall  
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(front) Brooklyn Peacock, Josiah Wiest, Remington Heidt, Brandon 
Monger 

(back) Leighton Ressler, Shane Quire, Ethan Ressler, Elizabeth Schuh, 
Aubree Ell 

Congratulations & God’s Blessings to our 
2022 Confirmation Class! 

Upcoming Youth Event  

Who:  Youth in grades 6-12.    

What:  Frisbee Golf!  Join us for 
food, a bible study, and fun 
evening of frisbee golf.    

When:  Wednesday June 22 
from 6 to 8:30pm.    

Where:  Hillside Lions Park – 
Shelter #2 

Contact Pastor Woodside for more information! 



Our journey to the 2022 LCMS Youth Gathering, July 6-14, 
continues... 

Sunday, June 26     6 PM Supper + Gathering Bible study & final 
group prep 

Student attendance is required at ALL meetings. Parent 
attendance is welcome at all meetings, but will be required at 
ONE meeting TBA once all forms, etc. are available. 

If you have another commitment, please contact Pat Sebastian 
ahead of time to arrange a time to get all the latest 
information. 

Any questions, please ask! 

ON THE ROAD…... 

Wednesday, July 6, the Bethel 
group will leave for Houston, TX 
to attend the LCMS Youth 
Gathering with nearly 19,000 

attendees. Sara Schuh, Joan Breiner and Dawson Fagerland are 
serving as adult leaders for the Bethel group.  Pat Sebastian is 
serving the 144 attendees from North Dakota as District 
Coordinator and Mandy Galster will be in the District Zone area 
of the Interactive Center each day representing the North 
Dakota District. 

Each day will be filled with Bible study, interest sessions, 
servant events, Interactive Center activities and more!  Each 
evening all will gather at Minute Maid Park for a Mass Event.  
The closing worship service on Wednesday, July 13 will be at 
Minute Maid Park. 

You are invited to follow along with the Gathering via social 
media at LCMS Youth Gathering on Facebook, Instagram and 
Twitter.  Watch the evening Mass Events via live stream as we 
discover what it means that God is In All Things. The link for live 
streaming will be shared as soon as its available.    

Youth who are attending include: 
Joseph Agnew 
Aubree Ell 
Caylee Nelson 
Brooklyn Peacock 
Nathan Pletan – Hannover 
Shane Quirk 
 

Alexis Peacock is serving as a Young Adult Volunteer. Katy 
Heidrich, a friend of Bethel who recently moved to Texas, is 
also serving as a Young Adult Volunteer. 
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For You 
2022 HIGHER 
THINGS 
CONFERENCE 
JULY 19-22, 2022 
MONTANA STATE 
UNIVERSITY 
BOZEMAN, MT 
 

A planning meeting for 
those attending the HT 
Conference is 
scheduled for Tuesday, 
June 21 at 6:30 pm. 

Elizabeth Schuh  
Jessica Schuh 
Seth Sigler - friend of Bethel 
Landon Tellmann - 
Hannover 
Samuel Tschaekofske 

SCHOLARSHIPS 
AVAILABLE 

The Board of Education is happy to support your 
attendance at summer Bible camps, like 
Shepherd’s Hill at the Crossroads.  If you are in 
need of financial support, please write a note 
requesting a Camp Scholarship to the Board of 
Education.  See page 8 for Camp Information! 
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2022 Camp theme:  The Good Shepherd 
“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life 

for the sheep.” John 10:11 
Campers will grow in their faith through chapels, Bible studies, 
campfires, fellowship and have the opportunity to enjoy all of the 
wonders of God’s creation. Activities include the game room, 
swimming, canoeing, kayaking, softball, volleyball, hiking, and an 
adventure course. 

2022 Summer Camp @ Shepherd’s Hill at The Crossroads 

June 12-13 or July 6-7 
Kinder Camp 
For children entering K-gr 1. This is a great 
way to introduce children to camp. Parents 
may stay at camp if there are concerns about 
their children’s overnight stay. Kinder Camp 
ends at 4:00 PM, June 13 or July 7. A sack 
supper will be provided. 
 
June 12-14 or July 6-8 
Discovery Camp 
For children entering gr 2-3. Parents may to 
stay at camp if there are concerns about 
their children’s overnight stay at camp. 
Discovery Camp ends at 4:00 PM, June 14, or 
July 8. A sack supper will be provided. 
 
June 19-24 or July 10-15 
Adventure Camp I and II 
For those age 10+. Love to get outdoors and 
explore? The week will be loaded with 
adventure and fun – canoes, backpacks, 
compasses, and GPS. This “in-tents” week 
will have you itching for more exploring! 
 
June 19-24 
Fishing for Memories Camp 
For those age 10+. Bluegill, perch, northern 
or walleye – it’s time to get hooked on some 
fun as we explore the lakes of the Turtle 
Mountains at prime fishing times. If you have 
your own line and tackle, bring it along or 
you can borrow equipment from camp.  
 
June 26-30 
Kids Camp 
For children entering gr 4-6. Campers will be 
called to grow in their faith through chapel 
time, Bible studies, campfires, and 
fellowship. This camp ends Thursday 1:00 
PM. 
 
 
 
 
 

July 1-3 
Backpacking Weekend 
For those age 10+. This weekend adventure 
will give campers and parents time to bond. 
We will spend the weekend hiking trails at 
camp and nearby. A parent must sign up and 
attend with a camper. If you need packing 
supplies or tents, contact the camp to 
reserve your gear and spot. 
 
July 10-15 
District Middle School Encounter Camp  
For those entering gr 7-9. Encounter God 
through Word, World, Worship, and 
Recreation Encounters. Make new friends, 
learn basic leadership skills, reunite with old 
friends, grow in your relationship with Christ, 
and have fun in a camp setting.   
 
July 17-22 
Craftsmanship Camp 
For those age 10+. Campers will work with 
various materials to make sable items. Skills 
will include fiber arts, leather craft, 
woodworking, carving, and handle-making 
for knives (you keep your own!). The goal is 
an ever-growing appreciation for 
craftsmanship and skill development. 
 
Expedition Camp 
For those age 10+. Are you ready for bigger 
adventures outdoors? This camp is for 
campers who have been through Adventure 
Camp and want a more challenging 
adventure. This “in-tents” week will set you 
out on an expedition! 
 
July 24-29 
District High School Encounter Camp   
For those entering gr 10-12. Join us as we 
encounter God through Word, World, 
Worship, and Recreation Encounters. Make 
new friends, learn basic leadership skills, 
reunite with old friends, grow in your 
relationship with Christ, and have fun in a 
camp setting.   

Horse Camps 
June 12-17  
Wrangler Week 
For horse campers who have completed 
Advanced Horse Camp. The focus is on time 
in the saddle and working with a variety of 
horses. Those who join us for this week can 
return for  another week later in the summer 
to help as a junior wrangler and their 
registration fee for Wrangler Week will be 
repaid to them! 
 
July 17-22 
Saddle Club Horse Camp 
For campers who have been through 
Beginner Horse camp and want more time in 
the saddle.  Your horse time increases and 
you build on the skills from last year. Limited 
to 8 campers per session. 
 
Beginner Horse Camps 
Beginner Horse Camp I – June 19-24 
Beginner Horse Camp II – June 26-July 1 
Beginner Horse Camp III – July 10-15 
For those age 10+. Campers learn the basics 
of horse riding, including horse safety, riding, 
grooming, and animal nutrition. Camp 
activities are part of the schedule. There is a 
limit of 8 campers per session. 
 
July 24-29 
Advanced Horse Camp 
For campers who have been to Saddle Club 
before. With Advanced Horse Camp, the 
learning continues! New skills, new 
opportunities, and more adventures. Limited 
to 8 campers. 

Financial assistance is available upon request from Bethel Board of Education and Bethel LWML.  

Registration forms available on the youth bulletin board.   

https://www.shretreat.org/events/kinder-camp/
https://www.shretreat.org/events/discovery-camp/
https://www.shretreat.org/events/adventure-camp-i-and-ii/
https://www.shretreat.org/events/fishing-for-memories-camp/
https://www.shretreat.org/events/kids-camp/
https://www.shretreat.org/events/expedition-camp/
https://www.shretreat.org/events/district-encounter-camp/
https://www.shretreat.org/events/craftsmanship-camp/
https://www.shretreat.org/events/expedition-camp/
https://www.shretreat.org/events/district-encounter-camp/
https://www.shretreat.org/events/wrangler-week/
https://www.shretreat.org/events/saddle-club-horse-camp/
https://www.shretreat.org/events/beginner-horse-camps/
https://www.shretreat.org/events/advanced-horse-camp/


BOARD MEETINGS  The Bismarck-Mandan Lutheran School Association (BMLSA) board of 
directors meets on the third Tuesday of each month at 6:30 pm.  If you have any comments to 
share at the meetings, please contact the school board, Christine Kleven (701-391-2289) or Art 
Ziemann (701-667-1776) Bethel’s representatives, for more information. 

Martin Luther School News 

www.lutherschools.org  
office 701-224-9070 

Registration for the 2022-2023 School Year 
 is now open! 

Go to www.lutherschools.org under enrollment or go to 
TADS.com to enroll. (And check out our updated 
website!) 

We recently hosted a Facebook Live event on our 
Martin Luther Facebook page discussing the benefits of 
classical education, especially when starting in 
Kindergarten. Please check it out and feel free to share!  

Martin Luther Scholarships Are 
Available! 

Bethel’s Board of Education provides 
MLS Scholarships to Bethel 
members.  The annual amount varies 
depending on the number of Bethel 

students but can be up to 46% of your annual tuition.  
Please contact the church office for an application for 
the 2022-23 Academic year. 

REGISTER TODAY 
FOR CAMP LUTHER 
2022! 
Ages: Entering- 
Kindergarten - 5th grade 
Dates: Monday, June 6th-
Friday July 15th 
Time: 7:30-12:00 
(No Class Friday July 1, 
Monday and Tuesday the 
4th and 5th) 

Cost: for the summer: $550 to be paid in advance 
Camp Luther is a summer enrichment program that 
provides activities involving math, reading, science, art, 
as well as summer relaxation! To registering, contact 
the school office 224-9070 or 
office@lutherschools.org.  
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Blessings abound! 

With Mayfest, field trips 
and recitals, our families 
have been busy! 

As we look back on 
Mayfest 2022, my heart 
is filled with gratitude for 
the generosity that has 
been shown. Because of 
all the support from 

family and friends, churches both local and across the 
ND District, Mayfest raised $70,000! (This is not the 
final amount as we are still seeing more gifts come 
in!) To God be the glory!! 

For such a time as this, with your support, we rejoice 
that we can confidently move forward in the mission of 
providing classical Lutheran education to the Bismarck 
Mandan communities. 

We’ll see you back at the Bavendick State Room @ BSC 
again next year, Saturday, May 6th, 2023". 

-Principal Denise Wolfgram 

Blessings on your summer break! 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NZbAqQ-_dwwM1heQo4xC7UDh9kv9zzkmSLm9HURJUqzOWfG9nfeRzUrAShvaEye2Y0UMvOQ-JcSAIXZc2qbnCPBVDznULrRUHq8QGJLaQsX81THoLYggYZLMktzc8WdLL2ee4kACV0isFsb5CilTVA==&c=NTsYUeqIVUpbHGnrfp89Fpa1663ZlLaPicgxltaH94rOtKMu4XQUIg==&ch=LnHrjxJpUdLx
mailto:office@lutherschools.org


Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 

MITES = MISSIONS The mites collected by the Bethel 
LWML go to support missions in our district, the nation 
and the world (like that featured on the left).  The LWML 

set the big Mite Box out in the card nook 
or bring your mites to our monthly meeting.   

WE WILL PRAY FOR YOU  If you could use some 
prayers, the Bethel LWML women are here to pray for 
you.  Call/text Dawn Carpenter at 701-226-7810 to add 

your prayer request to the LWML prayer chain.   

LWML MISSION OF THE MONTH:  Lutheran Hour 
Ministries—Gospel Outreach to Women and 
Children in Mongolia  Lutheran Hour Ministries 
(LHM) has an opportunity to expand its mission 
outreach of the Gospel to the Kazakh women and 
children in Mongolia, a non-Christian country. The 
Kazakh people are nominally Muslim and the 
country of Mongolia is largely Buddhist with a less 
than one percent Christian population. Through 
widely-accepted Women’s Listener groups, religious 
broadcasts, and Christian resources in the Kazakh 
language, family members and relatives will be 
impacted by the Gospel in their homes. LHM has 
the media expertise to ensure the Gospel message 
is brought to a region where the populations have 

not heard the Gospel. Christian resources are 
being distributed, including Bible studies and 

booklets translated into the Kazakh 
language, as well as into Mongolian, 
the main language of the region.   
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A Kazakh woman and her daughter learn about 
Jesus through Christian resources, such as booklets 
and Bible story activity books for children from 
Lutheran Hour Ministries.  

LWML’S SALAD SUPPER – MAY 9, 2022  
Thirty-three ladies of all ages gathered 
to celebrate LWML’s 80th birthday.  
Bethel’s LWML group will be 55 years 
old this year as well!  A short history of 
the beginning of both the national 
LWML and our group was read. Two of 
the charter members of Bethel’s LWML 
were present – Marilyn Gessele and 
Gertie Learn.  Other charter members 
are Sylvia Eisenbraun, Edna Gartner and 
Bobbie Pfennig.  The evening concluded 
with a group photo of everyone 
displaying “What’s Your 80?” – ideas of 
what they would 80 of in the coming 
year.  

“Cross Eyed…Focused on Jesus” 

The North Dakota District LWML will be holding 
its state-wide convention this summer on 
Friday, June 24 through Sunday, June 26, 2022, 
at the Delta Hotel in Fargo.  For the convention 
they put the call out for Gifts from the Heart to 
help support area ministries.  This year they 
will even be collecting material scraps for our 
own Bethel Comfort Quilts!  If you would like 
to gather any of the items for the following 

causes, look for the little yellow school bus in the narthex to 
place your items into. 

Grace Lutheran School in Fargo – School Supplies:  
• Earbuds/headphones 
• USB Flashdrive 
• Plastic Rest Mats 
• Large Boxes of Tissue 
• Large Antibacterial 

Soaps 
 
Women’s Care Center, also known as First Choice Clinic in Fargo: 
• Amazon or Walmart Gift Cards 

• Glue Sticks 
• Wipes 
• Washable Markers – Basic Colors 
• 24 Count Color Pencil Packs  
• Gallon Zipper Bags 



Please join us, as you are able, in studying God’s Word and supporting one another as the body 
of Christ! 

➢ Sunday Morning Bible Study:  every Sunday morning between services, you are invited to a Bible 
Study led by Pastor Walla or Pastor Woodside in the Fellowship Hall.  This month, we begin  a study of 
Proverbs—see description below.  *LIVESTREAMED on facebook.com/bethelbismarck/live 

➢ Tuesday Evening Bible Study: held on Tuesdays at 6 pm at Shepherd of the Valley.  This study is for 
all ages and is meant to be another Bible learning opportunity beyond Sunday mornings.  We are 
doing topical studies for the summer so come when you can! (Class will NOT meet on June 14—
Pastor Woodside on vacation) 

➢ High School Sunday Game Group:  Youth in grades 8-12 are invited to a board gaming club on the fourth Sunday 
of the month at SOTV from 1:00-3:00 pm.  For the summer, all youth going into grades 6-12 are invited!  We will 
begin with a prayer and devotion, followed by fellowship and games.  Light refreshments will be provided. Bring a 
friend and a favorite board game!  RSVP to pastorwoodside@gmail.com or text to 951-217-3385.  (June 26 & July 
24) 

➢ Wednesday High School/Post High School Bible Study:  led by Pat Sebastian and Mandy 
Galster meets in the Jericho Room and on Zoom every Wednesday at 8 pm.  Contact Pat 
Sebastian (701) 471-3289 / patsebbis@aol.com to receive weekly updates via text. 

➢ Senior Potluck Gathering: Join other Seniors for a potluck lunch followed by Bible Study NOW on 
the 4th Tuesday of each month at Noon (June 27 & July 25).   

➢ Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML):  all women of the congregation are invited 
to the monthly meeting and Bible study held the second Monday of the month at 6:30 pm.  
(June 13 & July 11) 

➢ Men’s Network Breakfast & Bible Study:  meets the third Saturday of each month, rotating 
between the Bismarck-Mandan LCMS churches.  Join other men in our community for great 
food, Bible Study and conversation with brothers in Christ from sister congregations.  (June 18 
from 8-10 am at Bethel, July TBA) 

Bible Study & Fellowship Opportunities  
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MY SON, LISTEN TO MY TEACHING 
What do you wish you could teach to your children?  What wisdom have you 
gained that you want them to know?  The lessons you’ve learned…the remorse 
you’ve suffered…the nuggets of wisdom that were given to you or found along the 
way…  What would you place into the heart of your son or your daughter?  The 
book of Proverbs is written with these questions in mind, and it is written by a man 
granted more wisdom by God than any other:  King Solomon.  Come and join us 
during Sunday morning Bible Study, and bring your children, as we gain wisdom 
from this incredible book of the Bible. 

“Hear, my son, your father’s 
instruction, and forsake not 

your mother’s teaching.” 
Proverbs 1:8 

mailto:pastorwoodside@gmail.com
https://maps.google.com/?q=2009+Dakota+Dr,+Bismarck+(1+block&entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:471-3289/patsebbis@aol.com
https://maps.google.com/?q=2009+Dakota+Dr,+Bismarck+(1+block&entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:471-3289/patsebbis@aol.com
https://maps.google.com/?q=2009+Dakota+Dr,+Bismarck+(1+block&entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:471-3289/patsebbis@aol.com
https://maps.google.com/?q=2009+Dakota+Dr,+Bismarck+(1+block&entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:471-3289/patsebbis@aol.com
https://maps.google.com/?q=2009+Dakota+Dr,+Bismarck+(1+block&entry=gmail&source=g


1 Bryan & Tanya 
Guthmiller (26 yrs) 

3 Jonathan Bauer 
 Jack Gordon 
 Easton Hoag 
 Darrin & Serena Sand (16 

yrs) 
4 Bill & Sylvia Eisenbraun 

(68 yrs) 
5 Daron & Pierette Johnson 

(23 yrs) 
 Bob Kjonaas 
6 Paul & Candace Harron 

(30 yrs) 
 Lucas Jangula 
7 Anna Engwicht 
10 Deland & Charlotte 

Galster (39 yrs) 
11 Weston Ringgenberg 
12 Samuel Tschaekofske 
13 Chris & Abby Gergen (13 

yrs) 
 Keith Holscher 
 Ethan Johnson 
 Jeffrey Moltzen 
 Rock Zastoupil 
14 Michael Thompson 
15 Daniel & Tabitha Dinger 

(9 yrs) 
 Jacob & Mandy Ell (3 yrs) 
 Jinnie Stai 
16 Donovan & Barbara 

Bauer (44 yrs) 
 Keith & Pam Holscher (43 

yrs) 
 Michael Wiedrich 
17 Alan & Chuckie Heim (22 

yrs) 

 Jerry Hopfauf 
 Ed Stern 
18 John & Sandi Fricke (53 

yrs) 
19 Allison Guthmiller 
20 Elmer Bauer 
 Christopher & Sandy 

Young (30 yrs) 
21 Cody Bickel 
22 Jennifer Barnhardt 
 Eliza Haugen 
 Beryl & Carla Mogard 

(26 yrs) 
 Glenn & Audrey Myers 

(38 yrs)  
23 Brantley Aberle 
 Shaundra Bolinske 
 Julia Gordon 
24 Calvin & Tina Eisenbraun 

(28 yrs) 
 Mark & Laura Engwicht 

(27 yrs) 
25 Jack Agnew 
 Ron & Michelle Henke 

(29 yrs) 
 Bob & Linda Kjonaas (45 

yrs) 
 Sharon Mosbrucker 
 Zachary Roeder 
26 Clay & Linda Hoag (41 

yrs) 
 Brooklyn Peacock 
27 Diana Helm 
 Layne Larson 
 Alexis Peacock 
28 Blaine & Janna Bergstedt 

(14 yrs) 
 Justin & Bethany Hughes 

(14 yrs) 
29 Russell Moltzen 
30 Justin & Melissa 

Ringgenberg (15 yrs) 
 Josh & Jinnie Stai (15 yrs) 

God’s Blessings to you on your special day!  We would 
like to list all birthdays and anniversaries each month.  If your 
name is not listed it means we do not have your information.  
Please contact the church office so our records are up-to-
date and everyone can be listed in this section. 

INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT THE FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES 
• The flag is only to be displayed from sunrise to sunset unless it is "properly Illuminated" in the dark. 
• The proper way to view a flag when it is on display is by facing the flag with your right hand over 
your heart. 
• The proper way to raise the flag is quickly; the proper way to lower the flag is slowly. 
• The military folds the flag with thirteen folds. Each fold has a symbolic meaning. 

• When the flag is flown upside down, it is a signal of distress. 
• After a national tragedy, the flag is flown at half-staff for thirty days. 

• If there is more than one flag flying on a flagpole, the United States flag should always 
be above the others. 
Flag of the United States Facts for Kids. Kiddle Encyclopedia. 
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1 Brooklyn Aberle 
 Cambree Chrest 
2 Adam Jenks 
 Howard Schwab 
3 Rev. Irvin Bruenjes 
4 Josh & Cortney McNamer 

(2 yrs) 
 Darlene Traxel 
5 Andrew Jenks 
 Tom & Karen Kapla (47 

yrs) 
 Nicholas Magnus, Jr. 
 Brenda Monger 
 Sandy Monger 
6 Sandi Wade 
7 Elisha & Greg Peltz (15 

yrs) 
 Wilma Stenseth 
 Sarah Thompson 
8 Wyatt Engwicht 
 Mary Ann Kirchmeier 
 Brad & Heather Magnus 

(27 yrs) 
 Darrick & Alida Wiest (17 

yrs) 
9 Jessica Borchelt 
11 Michele Agnew 
 Rev. Irv & Mary Bruenjes 

(63 yrs) 

11 Wesley Loebs 
 Deborah Masad 
12 Brianna Wegner 
13 Randa Eldred 
 Linda Fournier 
14 Rev. Jon & Niccy Walla 

(15 yrs) 
 Macauley Young 
16 Cal Eisenbraun 
 Katie Monger 
 Neela Sand 
17 Nehemiah Wiest 
18 Adam & Stefanie Jangula 

(13 yrs) 
19 Mike Monger 
20 Glenn Myers 
 Art & Mary Ziemann (48 
yrs) 
21 Kay Dahl 
22 Donavon Bauer 
 Marvin & Bonnie Mertz 

(60 yrs) 
 Michael & Darleen 

Wiedrich (10 yrs) 
23 Lisa Hauf 
 Katie Tschaekofske 
24 Lyle Anderson 
 Ryker Feland 
25 Mike Eldred 
 Daron Johnson 
 Elden & Wilma Stenseth 

(57 yrs) 
26 Mike & Randa Eldred (47 

yrs) 
27 Dawn Carpenter 
 Tom Kapla 
29 Bethany Hughes 
30 Bruce Burkett 
 Josiah Wiest 
31 Mayola Lee  
 Tina Robinson 

June 14 

https://kids.kiddle.co/Flag_of_the_United_States
https://kids.kiddle.co/Flag_of_the_United_States


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
6:00p Worship @ SOTV 
8:00p LYF/Post High 
School Bible Study 

2 
  

3 
  

4 
8:00a Prop. 
Man. Mtg 

      

5 
8:30a Worship w/
Communion 
9:45a Bible Study 
11:00a Worship w/
Communion 
 

6 
 
 

7 
6:00p Evening 
Bible Study @ 
SOTV 
 

8 
6:00p Worship @ SOTV 
8:00p LYF/Post High 
School Bible Study 

9 
 

10 
  

11 
11:00a 
Roger 
Dilger 
Committal 
Service 

12 Higher Things Bake 
Sale 
8:30a Worship w/
Communion 
9:45a Bible Study 
11:00a Worship w/
Communion 
1:30p Education Mtg. 
2:30p Elder's Mtg 
3:00p Stewardship Mtg. 
4:00p Council Meeting 

13 
6:30p LWML 

14 Flag Day 
 

15 
6:00p Worship @ SOTV 
8:00p LYF/Post High 
School Bible Study 

16 
  

17 
  

18 
8:00a 
Men's 
Network 
Breakfast 
@ Bethel 

19 Father's Day 
8:30a Worship w/
Communion 
9:45a Bible Study 
11:00a Worship w/
Communion 

20 
  

21 Summer 
Solstice 
6:00p Evening 
Bible Study @ 
SOTV 
6:30p HT 
Planning Mtg 
6:30p BMLSA 
Meeting 

22 
6:00p Worship @ SOTV 
8:00p LYF/Post High 
School Bible Study 

23 
  

24 
 

25 
 

26 
8:30a Worship w/
Communion 
9:45a Bible Study 
10:00a Congregational 
Assembly - Every Sun. 
Communion 
11:00a Worship w/
Communion 
1:00p Youth Board Game 
Club @ SOTV 
6:00p LCMS Youth Gathering 
Supper & Bible Study 

27 
6:00p Bd of 
Outreach Mtg 

28 
12:00p Senior 
Potluck 
Gathering 
6:00p Evening 
Bible Study @ 
SOTV 

29 
6:00p Youth Frisbee Golf 
@ Hillside Park 
6:00p Worship @ SOTV 
8:00p LYF/Post High 
School Bible Study 

30 
  

  

VBS @ Messiah June 5-9 
VBS @ Zion June 5-8 

ND LWML 
Convention, Fargo 

ND LWML 
Convention, Fargo 



 

Date Time Task Volunteer 

6/19 

8:30 AM  

Elder  

Kerwin Wolfgram 

Darrick Wiest 

Usher  

Wiest 

Sue Hartley-
Wolfgram 

Acolyte Wiest 

Videotape Alida Wiest 

11:00 AM  

Elder  

Gary Rath 

Mike Fagerland 

Usher  

Paul Wutzke 

Ryan McArthur 

Acolyte Brayden Stai 

 

Organist Stefanie Jangula 

Brandi Fagerland 

Altar Guild  Marge Schwartz 

Altar 
Assistant Betsy Schuh 

Fellowship LYF 

Offering 
Recorder  

Paul Klebe 

Daniel Dinger 

Joan Breiner 

6/20-6/26 
Prop. 
Man. 
Team  

Beryl Mogard 

Greg Wanner 
Scott Price 

6/26 

8:30 AM  

Elder  

Matthew Graves 

Scott Schuh 

Usher Mike Eldred 

Acolyte  

Videotape Bob Gordon 

11:00 AM  

Elder Chris Gergen 

Usher Sand Family 

Acolyte Colton Kleven 

 

Organist Katie Emter 

Altar Guild Wes & Judy Loebs 

Altar 
Assisstant Cassie Miller 

Fellowship Gergen Family 

Offering 
Recorder  

Gary Rath 

Ron Mosbrucker 

Art Ziemann 

6/27-7/3 Prop. 
Man. 

Blake Wiedrich 

Kerwin Wolfgram 

Date Time Task Volunteer 

6/5 

8:30 AM  

Elder  

Scott Schuh 

Scott Price 

Usher  

Clay Hoag 

Jessica Schuh 

Acolyte Shane Quirk 

Videotape Daniel Dinger 

11:00 AM  

Elder  

Chris Gergen 

Mike Fagerland 

Usher  

Joseph Baneck 

Adam Mathiak 

Acolyte Colton Kleven 

 

Organist Tina Robinson 

Altar Guild  

Dawn Carpenter 

Jill Rummel 
Altar 
Assistant Giselle Brandenburg 

Fellowship LWML 

Offering 
Recorder  

Kathie Strum 

Sandi/John Fricke 

6/6-6/12 
Prop. 
Man. 
Team  

Adam Miller 

John Sebastian 
Matthew Graves 

6/12 

8:30 AM  

Elder  

Herman Galster 

Matthew Graves 

Usher  

Sharri Galster 

Sandi Fricke 

Acolyte Jack Agnew 

Videotape Scott Tschaekofske 

11:00 AM  

Elder  

Bryan Guthmiller 

Gary Rath 

Usher  

Bruce Link 

Doug Miller 

Acolyte Brandon Monger 

 

Organist Nola Emter 

Altar Guild 
Herman & Sharri 
Galster 

Altar 
Assistant Kambryn McArthur 

Fellowship Higher Things Families 

Doria Burthold 

Offering 
Recorder  

Mike Eldred 

Sara Schuh 

6/13-6/19 Prop. 
Man. 
Team  

Bruce Link 

James Lynk 
Mike Lynk 
William Lynk 



Stewardship 
News 

APPROVED ENDOWMENT 
LIST Bethel’s Endowment 
Committee maintains a list of 
items (approved by the Voters) 
for memorials and bequests.  As 
money is given in honor or 
memory of a loved one, the 

funds are put in Bethel’s memorial funds.  You may 
give your gift to the Memorial fund (undesignated) 
or you may designate the money towards a specific 
item on the list. 
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NOTE:  There is a processing fee applied to each transaction 
(2.75% for credit cards and 1.00% for checking/savings).  If 
you choose, you may offset Bethel’s fees at the time of your 
donation. 

The “Give+” mobile 
phone application 
is being replaced by 
a new app: “Vanco 

Mobile”.   
➢ Download the FREE app on your Apple or Android 

phone—OR– Click on the Vanco link on Bethel’s 
website 

➢ Make one-time or recurring donations using your 
debit/credit card or checking/savings account 

➢ Log in or donate as a guest 
➢ Securely and conveniently manage donations 

using Touch ID/Fingerprint, PIN or password 
To give through the app, search your phone’s app 
store for “Vanco Mobile”, click on the link on our 
website or contact the church office. 

Consider a gift in honor or memory of someone you love! 

Approved Endowment 
Categories 

Approximate 
Cost 

 Amount in 
Fund (as of 
3/31/2022) 

Designated Memorials     

Building Fund on going  $ 80,128.28  

Sound System on going  $   4,815.48 

Altar on going  $   1,392.72 

Music Department on going  $      895.00 

Sunday School on going  $      346.59  

Front Sign Complete  $   2,778.48 

New Christmas Decorations  $  4,000.00   $       915.00 

Undesignated Memorials    $ 64,806.68 

Total Memorials    $156,078.13 

This Month’s  

Readings 

Read the Entire Bible in 
One Year!  For last month’s 

readings, please contact 
the church office. 

Beginning In June 
Summer Church Office hours: 
Monday-Wednesday 
9 am - 12 pm 
Please leave a message  
at 255-1433 or email secretary@ 
bethelbismarck.com 



A Christian friend of mine usually adds the words “It’s all about Jesus!” along with 
his signature.  I am reminded of how very true this is whenever I read the words of 
Colossians 1:16-17: “The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all 
creation.  For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible 
and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have 
been created through him and for him.  He is before all things, and in him all things 
hold together.” 

Please continue to share information about our LCMS “Main Street Living” media 
ministry with others.  In addition to being broadcast each Sunday morning, you can 
view archived programs anytime at www.mainstreetliving.com – then click on the 
link under the picture identified as “Fargo.” 

Thank you for your much-needed financial support! Checks may be sent to “Main Street Living NORTH,” 821-5th Ave 
S, Fargo, ND 58103, or donate by Credit Card or your PayPal account on the website. God’s blessing in Christ! 

-Ken Koehler / MSL North Volunteer Coordinator 

“MSL North” Programs for June 2022: 

• June 5th:  Lutheran Bible Translators will be presenting a special service. “This Is The Life” program: “A Will To 
Live: - A man leaves a large portion of his money to the church and hospital then has his will contested by 
relatives. 

• June 12th:  Rev. Toby Heller, Concordia Lutheran Church, Beulah, ND, presents the message: “Christ, The 
Wisdom of God,” based on Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31. This Is The Life” program: “Interlude”- A husband and wife are 
having marital issues. 

• June 19th:  Rev. Nathan Schieber, St. John’s Lutheran Church, Underwood, ND, and Trinity Lutheran Church, rural 
Hazen, ND, presents the message: “The Word of God is all you need,” based on Luke 16:19-31. “This Is The Life” 
program: “Man in the Middle” - Two Men are left with a “secret” when one tells he has terminal cancer. 

• June 26th:  Rev. Matt Thompson, Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Bismarck, ND, presents the message: “Set Free in 
Christ,” based on Galatians 5:1, 13-25. “This Is The Life program: “Return Trip” - The modern day story of a 
prodigal daughter. 

•  

“MAIN STREET LIVING” is a locally produced TV program that includes a 30-minute worship service led by 
participating pastors of the Minnesota North and North Dakota Districts of our LCMS, along with a 30-minute 
Lutheran Hour program (normally “This Is The Life,” along with occasional church-season specials). 

Programs are broadcast starting at 10:00 am Central Time / 9:00 am Mountain time on the following WDAY XTRA 
Channels: 

Fargo-Moorhead  WDAY Xtra Channel 6.3 
Grand Forks  WDAZ Xtra Channel 8.3 
Bismarck/Dickinson KBMY Xtra Channel 17.3 
Minot/Williston KMCY Xtra Channel 14.3 

Please check your cable and satellite providers for the corresponding channel on your system. MSLN programs are 
also archived for one year and can be viewed at any time on www.mainstreetliving.com then click on “North 
(Fargo)”. 

“Main Street Living” Media Ministry—June Update 
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https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mainstreetliving.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C5d12bb5c253146bc31d308da3439ad68%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637879719579694740%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjo
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mainstreetliving.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C5f22eff0c48245be808708d8ff7d022a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637540259657238006%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoi


Council Meeting Minutes May 15, 2022 

including Tuesday nights at Shepherd of the Valley 
(SOTV) at which they are studying Jonah as well as the 
Men’s Network and College/Career groups.   

Pastor Woodside also attended Mayfest, which was 
extremely successful for MLS. 

The end-of-year youth party was held this afternoon with 20 
students for lunch and Bible study.  About half the group 
continued to Sky Zone for an hour of jumping. 

Pastor Woodside will officiate the marriage of Bryan 
Zastoupil and Ariel Geffre this Saturday, May 21st. 

President’s Report–Matt Burthold 

The Financial Review is scheduled to be complete by the end 
of June.  While Haga Kommer has yet to initiate their review, 
Jenny will be available to assist all but the first week of June 
(out for vacation). 

Building Committee Report–Matt Burthold– nothing to 
report 

Endowment Committee Report – Matt Burthold 

A clock has been purchased from Undesignated Memorial 
funds for the narthex. 

The Board of Education has been reviewing the use of the 
Sunday School Memorial funds – see Education report 

Vice-President’s Report –no report 

Education & Martin Luther School Report –Kristy Dahl 

Youth events for the summer will combine the Middle and 
High School ages and will be held on the fourth Sunday of 
the month at SOTV – “Game Day”.  The location will 
alternate between the churches beginning in September. 

The National Youth Gathering has been renamed the LCMS 
Youth Gathering as international students attend.  The 
Gathering will be from July 6-14 in Houston, TX.  The Bethel 
group, consisting of 10 Bethel and Hannover students and 6 
adults, will travel by charter bus.  The delegation from the 
North Dakota District has 144 youth. 

The Wednesday night High School/Young Adult Bible study 
led by Pat Sebastian has a weekly attendance of 5-12 with at 
least one participating via zoom.  They are currently studying 
Proverbs.  Katy Heidrich, a regular attendee, has been 
accepted to Concordia, Austin. 

The last class of the Sunday School year will be next Sunday, 
May 22.  Today we thanked the teachers with a gift of 
appreciation. 

The Board would like to use the Sunday School Memorial 
money to purchase Biblical maps/poster resources to hang 
in the classrooms. 

MLS held their annual fundraiser Mayfest last Saturday.  
While final numbers are not yet available, over $80,000 was 
contributed that evening with another $100,000 donation 
received this week.  This puts the school in a position to pay 
off loan debt and look to expanding their middle school in 
the near future.  Next year’s enrollment is at 45 students for 

(Continued on page 18) 
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Present: President Matt Burthold; Jill Rummel, Treasurer; 
Kristy Dahl, Board of Education; Mike Fagerland, Board of 
Elders; Kristi Dilger, Board of Outreach; Blake Wiedrich, 
Board of Property Management; Paul Klebe, Board of 
Stewardship; Pastor Walla, Pastor Woodside and Jenny 
Tschaekofske 

Absent: Vice-President Doug Miller 

At 4:00 pm, Matt Burthold called the meeting to order.  
Pastor Walla led the meeting with an opening prayer. 

The April 2022 Council minutes were previously reviewed 
via email.  A motion was made, seconded and passed to 
accept the minutes as written. 

Pastor’s Report – Pastor Walla 

Official Acts: Confirmation of: Aubree Ell, Remington Heidt, 
Brandon Monger, Brooklyn Peacock, Shane Quirk, Ethan 
Ressler, Leighton Ressler, Elizabeth Schuh and Josiah Wiest 

Profession of Faith: Jennifer Lutz 

Average worship attendance in April was 227 and 270 for 
the first half of May. 

Pastoral activities since last meeting: 
• Staff devotions and chapel at Martin Luther School 

(MLS) 
• Senior luncheon/Bible Study 
• Pre-marriage counseling 
• Confirmation Banquet & Confirmation 
• Hospital and shut-in visits 
• Mayfest (MLS) 
• Private new member classes 
• Circuit Pastors’ meetings 

Pastor Walla has begun gifting Lutheran Library resources to 
those confirmed this year (Lutheran Service Book, Lutheran 
Study Bible, and the Book of Concord) and will “catch up” 
those who will graduate from high school this year 
(Lutheran Service Book, Lutheran Study Bible. the Book of 
Concord and the Treasury of Daily Prayer).  As had been 
discussed during Sunday morning Bible Study, it is a trend 
for the recently confirmed and young adults in their high 
school and college years to start to fall away from the 
church.  Pastor Walla plans to write letters every couple of 
weeks to the recently confirmed to encourage their 
involvement in the church. 

Planning is underway for next year’s Confirmation classes.  
Orientation will be held August 17th; the Retreat will be 
August 27th and the first class will be held August 31st. 

A preparation meeting and Bible Study is planned for 
Sunday, June 5th for the 21 participants in the Higher Things 
Conference, Bozeman, MT.  Towards the end of July, these 
students and those who attended the National Youth 
Gathering, Houston, TX will have the opportunity to report 
their experiences to the congregation. 

Pastor’s Report – Pastor Woodside 

Along with visiting the hospitalized and shut-in, Pastor 
Woodside also has been leading numerous Bible Studies 



the K-6th grades but they are hoping to increase attendance 
by developing marketing and advertising.  They are seeking a 
volunteer to help with these services. 

Zion Lutheran Church is undergoing a security assessment 
and will include MLS in that review. 

Registration is open for MLS’s summer day camp “Camp 
Luther”. 

Board of Elders’ Reports – Mike Fagerland 

Membership Changes: 

Transfer In:  Roger & Renae Emter from St. Matthew’s 
Lutheran, Napoleon, ND and Drew Asche from Zion Lutheran, 
Gwinner, ND (documentation received). 

The Elders are continuing efforts to clean up our membership 
roster.  The Board is recommending to the Voters’ to remove 
the following people: 

(Continued from page 17) 

• Seth Emineth 
• Timothy Ensrud; Taylor & 

Tyler 
• Brandon & Amber 

Erhardt 
• Katie Erling; Chevi Martell 
• Clint & Bev Feland; 

Desirae 
• Jonathan Fleischer; 

Rowan Daugherty 
• Nancy Fleischer & Alex 

Cao; Forrest & Lily Cao 
• Brian Galster 
• Ranee Gienger & Ole 

Sletten; Katerina Gienger 
• Michael & Suzette 

(Fleischer) Huovinen; 
Joshua 

• Andrew Jenks 
• Diedre & Vincent Jensen 
• Kelsey Johnson; Kylee & 

Logan 
• Jeremy Jose; Jazlynn Jose, 

Keanna Nation & 
Madison Jose 

• Teresa Jose; Samantha 
Stewart & Sasha Leuwer 

• Joe Kapla 
• John Kapla 
• Brandy Keith; Jaycene 
• Peggy & Darrell Kelsch; 

Carson Nordgaard 
• Vera Khan; Shelton 

Kpogbah 
• Andrew Kjonaas 

• Ken Klein; Jasper 
• Kristin & Emmitt Klein; 

Storie 
• Morgan (Kleinjan) 

Hennessey  
• Renee Klipfel; Brock 

Kiefel 
• Diana Mack 
• Jessica Magandy 
• Tahnee & Nicholas 

Magnus; Nicholas 
• Jana Maher 
• McKenzie (Zittleman) 

Mahowald  
• Roger & Robin Martin; 

Joseph & Garett 
• Megan & Justin Martin; 

Caleb & Blake 
• Tabatha Mesich 
• Tammy Mesich 
• Nick & Tia Metzger; 

Grayson 
• Kari Miller; Haylee 
• Paul Mindeman 
• Jason & Lindsey 

Mittleieder; Myles 
• Lisa Nrickwmandu; Liora 

Berrios, Keisha Williams, 
Harmony Nrickwmandu 

• Steven & Stacey Sampson 
• Chris & Jessica Schneider; 

Sophia 
• Ronald Schuh 
• Andrea Stern 
• Matthew Strege 

 

The Board has approved paying the remainder 
of Pastor Woodside’s 2021-22 Student Loan 
Assistance as a lump sum.  While federal loan 
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repayment is still on hold, he has been making payments. 

The Elders and the pastors have been open to receiving 
feedback for the Every Sunday Communion trial.  A draft 
survey is being written and reviewed.  The survey will be 
conducted in June.  The Council recommended that a 
Congregational Assembly be held prior to the next Voters’ 
Meeting to give the congregation another opportunity for 
discussion.  Pastor Walla has tentatively scheduled the 
Assembly for between services on Sunday, June 26th. 

Board of Outreach Report – Kristi Dilger 

The Board has not yet met this month, due to illness.  A 
meeting is scheduled for Monday, May 23 at 6 pm. 

Kristi reiterated the Board’s willingness to assist with the 
new photo directory. 

Property Management Report –Blake Wiedrich 

• A storm windowpane is broken in the Fellowship hall.  
The board is seeking replacement costs and will evaluate 
whether to make the repair considering pending 
Building Committee recommendations. 

• The costs to repair the compressor and filter in the 
water fountain exceed $1,100 with a new unit costing 
$3,000.  The Board has decided to not make repairs at 
this time.  The compressor has been bypassed and 
drinking water, at tap temperature, is available. 

• A thank you was made to Bob Ebbesen for building 
dollies for the electric piano and a collapsible computer 
shelf near the Fellowship hall projector. 

• A thank you was made to Greg Wanner and John 
Sebastian for thatching the lawn. 

• The lawn sprinkler system has not been summarized 
pending the first OSI fertilizer treatment.  Pastor Walla 
indicated that this has been done albeit on a very windy 
day which is cause for concern.  Blake will follow up with 
the company. 

• Blake is working with Bob Ebbesen to create a television 
mount in the Fellowship Hall.  The current plan would be 
to purchase a new tv (costs range from $350-450) and 
leave the current unit on the rolling stand. 

• The HVAC circulating pump for the Education Wing has 
been temporarily turned off.  The heating and cooling 
systems have been working against each other with the 
fluctuating spring temperatures.  The AC units in the 
sanctuary will need to be checked prior to use for the 
summer. 

• Cellular shades were recommended for the classrooms 
to improve energy efficiency. 

• A radon test was recommended for the parsonage as 
many homes in this neighborhood and Bismarck at large 
require mitigation systems.  The test is being done; 
results are pending. 

Board of Stewardship – Paul Klebe 

The Shepherd Staff Contributions software module was 
recently updated requiring some additional training for 
Offering Recording computer operators.  Gary Rath and Paul 

(Continued on page 19) 



Your Board of 
Elders wants you to 
know if you have 
any needs, or 
questions, you can 
contact your elder 
at any time.  Your 
Bethel family truly 
wants to reach out, 
care for, and share 
the love of Christ!   

Elder Family 
Assignment 

Home 
Phone 

Cell Phone – 
texting 

available 

Gary Rath A-C - 701-471-9092 

Kerwin Wolfgram D-E - 701-270-2434  

Herman Galster F-G 258-0543 701-426-8044 

Chris Gergen H-I - 701-320-7272  

Bryan Guthmiller J-K - 701-202-3476 

Scott Price L - 701-805-8073 

Darrick Wiest M - 701-426-1987 

Mike Fagerland N-R 258-8497 701-425-7448 

Matt Graves S 751-0540 701-240-4391 

Scott Schuh T-Z - 812-345-7075 

 
 
 

2022  
Elected  
Board 

Officers 

 
 

President of Congregation 
Matt Burthold 

 

Vice-President 
Doug Miller 

 

Treasurer 
Jill Rummel 

 

Education 
Chair—OPEN 

Kristy Dahl, Acting Chair 

Vice-Chair—OPEN 

 

Elders 
Mike Fagerland, Chair 

Herman Galster, Vice-Chair 
 

Outreach 
Kristi Dilger, Chair 

Candace Harron, Vice-
Chair 

 

Property Management  
Blake Wiedrich, Chair 

Mike Lynk, Vice-Chair 

 

Stewardship 
Paul Klebe, Chair 

Shawn Heinle, Vice-Chair 
 

Our church boards are 
always seeking new 
volunteers to help in our 
mission of “Reaching, 
Caring and Sharing Christ.”  
Please contact any Board 
member if you are 
interested in helping! 
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Saturday, June 4 
8:00a Prop. Man. Meeting 
 
Sunday, June 12 
1:30p Education Meeting 
2:30p Elder's Meeting 
3:00p Stewardship Meeting 
4:00p Council Meeting 
 
Monday, June 27 
6:00p Outreach Meeting 
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Klebe have offered to assist each team as necessary. 

The Board is discussing increasing annual funding for Shepherd’s Hill at the Crossroads Camp 
in the next budget cycle with more regular distributions.  A motion was made, seconded and 
carried to distribute 2022 funds on a quarterly basis. 

Treasurer Reports –Jill Rummel 

The April Balance Sheet and Monthly Transaction reports were distributed – attached.  After 
four months the totals should be at approximately 33%.  Jill did not see any items of concern 
however, Council members were encouraged to review the reports and send questions to her. 

Jill is in the process of reconciling the Quickbooks software with US Bank statements and 
familiarizing herself with Bethel’s accounts. 

Brett was able to redeem the two CDs maturing in May and these funds are in the LCEF savings 
account. 

Jill will not be in attendance at the next Council meeting but will forward her report. 

Other Business- none 

The next Council meeting is scheduled for Sunday, June 12th at 4 pm.   

The next Quarterly Voters’ meeting is scheduled for Sunday, July 17th following a noon potluck. 

The meeting was closed with the Lord’s prayer led by Pastor Walla. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Jenny Tschaekofske 

(Continued from page 18) 
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615 East Turnpike Avenue 
Bismarck ND  58501-1733 

Find us on the web! 
www.bethelbismarck.com   
or  
www.facebook.com/bethelbismarck 

Check online for worship  
and Bible class times! 

For your steadfast love is 
before my eyes, and I walk 
in your faithfulness. 

Psalm 26:3 

June/July Happenings: 
6/19 Father’s Day Refreshments 

6/24-26 ND LWML Convention, 
Fargo 

6/26 Congregational Assembly 

6/29 Youth Frisbee Golf 

7/9 LeClerc Funeral 

7/9-13 LCMS Youth Gathering, 
Houston, TX 

7/16 Quarterly Voters’ Meeting & 
Potluck 

7/19-22 Higher Things 
Conference, Bozeman, MT 


