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Consequences of the Fall

Rev. Justin Woodside

In spite of the fact that God made everything very good
in Genesis 1, things do not seem to be very good
anymore. This is because of the fall of mankind into sin,
a topic we will look at more next month. But for today I
want to examine two consequences of that fall.

the world, adds up to a lot
of imperfections.

First Consequence

Second Consequence

What is the cause of any broken relationship? I suppose
we might want to consider what a relationship actually
is, and what constitutes a good relationship. To begin
with, human beings seem to be hardwired for
relationships. There seems to be no reason why our
relationships with others couldn’t be harmonious, and
yet they clearly are not. I can imagine a world in which
everyone gets along. I can, as John Lennon wrote,
“imagine all the people sharing all the world.” I can
imagine it. I can conceive it, but it does not seem to
actually exist in reality.

Why do we get older? At
conception we begin to
develop. We grow and
mature as our coded DNA
somehow maps out that It is certain that something is
broken; that sin is here; that
development,
bringing we have fallen. We need
order out of chaos. But someone to come and fix it.
then, at some point in our We need a Savior. It is clear
lives, something happens. that we need Jesus.
We begin to fall apart.
That orderliness becomes
disorderly, and reverts back to chaos. Why does this
happen? What switch was flipped to begin this
reversal?
Everything wears down, going from
orderliness to disorder. But it seems as though it
shouldn’t have to be that way.

Who is to blame? Is it other people? Is it always the
other guy? We often tend to blame others for the
problems in the world. "Perhaps if everyone were just
as I am, there would be harmony." Upon trying this
thought experiment one would no doubt quickly
discover that each of us has internal tendencies that, if
applied to everyone, would lead to broken relationships.
It turns out not to be the big things that ruin society,
leading to violence and war. Those are only symptoms
of a deeper condition in each one of us. We say
“nobody’s perfect” and that is true. But even if each of
us only had one seemingly innocent flaw (and I know
I’ve got more than one!), being otherwise perfect, that
tiny imperfection, multiplied by billions of people across
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And yet, I can imagine
perfection. Why can I not
be that kind of person?

It seems as though something is broken. Whenever
tragedy strikes, whether it be a natural disaster or a
man-made one, people are almost always drawn to ask
the question “Why?” But these things happen all the
time! Death happens all the time. Go to a crowded
place and look around. In 100 years, every single person
you see around you now will be dead and gone. In just
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100 years, billions of people will die. Billions! It is commonplace. And yet, when it
happens to us we ask “Why?” as though something unnatural has happened. Why do
we treat death as unnatural when we know that it is going to happen to every one of
us! Death is fair! It does not favor the rich and famous any more that the poor and
destitute. Yet we treat it as unfair.
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Perhaps the reason we think it so unfair is because it is, after all, unnatural to die!
Why do we die? Why do our bodies wear down. I think it is because something is
broken. Something important about the fabric of existence has been broken. But
what is broken and who broke it?
It is certain that something is broken; that sin is here; that we have fallen. We need
someone to come and fix it. We need a Savior. It is clear that we need Jesus.
-Pastor Woodside
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October is Pastor Appreciation
Month and a good reminder to us
“lay” people to express our
gratitude for our pastors and their
families. Please take a moment to
write a note, send a card or text, say
a prayer or communicate your
appreciation in another way
sometime this month. The Board of
Outreach will be providing food
during fellowship time on Sunday,
October 30th to celebrate them.

The next QUARTERLY VOTERS’
MEETING is scheduled for SUNDAY,
October 16th at 1 pm.
We will begin with a time of
fellowship over a potluck lunch after
the late service (12:30 pm) before
getting into the business of the
church.
Agenda items include the 2023
Budget and Officer elections.
Please bring a dish to share and join
us for the meeting!

Take Heart In Whether you are mourning the death of a loved
Your Grief
one who died several years ago or the more

Shepherd Of The
Valley Lutheran
Church

recent loss of a family member, you are invited
to TAKE HEART IN YOUR GRIEF. Sessions will
take place on six Sunday evenings at Shepherd
Sundays starting of the Valley from 6:30-8:00 PM beginning
Oct 2
6:30 – 8:00 PM October 2. Take Heart In Your Grief will give you
the opportunity to connect with others who
share your experience even as you are given
hope in Christ. Pastor Marcis and Pastor Wolfgram will lead the discussion based on
the booklet, Take Heart In Your Grief, authored by Dr. Oswald Hoffmann. Contact
Pastor Wolfgram at 701-400-0646 or pastor.wolfgram@gmail.com if you have
questions or would like to attend.

HONEY SUNDAYS - OCTOBER 9 & 16
Purchase a bottle of honey. Change the life of a child.

Honey Sundays, hosted by congregations all across the
United States, support the residential treatment and
educational programs for the troubled, complicated,
and amazing children at Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch.
Bethel LYF will be available to take orders for honey
between services on Sunday, October 9 and 16. Your
purchase of a bottle of honey ($10 suggested donation)
will provide hope and healing for a child at the Ranch.

Oct 2022
Love
Abounds is
3
the theme for
the
Family
Convocation
scheduled October 21
and 22 in Bismarck.
Love Abounds will
take place during the
same weekend as the
LCMS ND District
Middle
School
FAMILY
Gathering at the
CONVOCATION
Ramada
Inn,
Bismarck. The theme
Little Children, let us
verse is from 1 John
not love in word or
talk but in deed and in 3:18 “Little children,
let us not love in word
truth john 3:18
or talk but in deed
and in truth.” Join
your brothers and sisters in Christ from across North
Dakota for this encouraging and inspiring free
conference for encouragement and to gain insights
regarding Christ-centered resources to cope with the
struggles of daily life in a sin-filled world.

Rev. Dr. Mark Wood, Director of Witness & Outreach
and Revitalization for the LCMS, Rev. Max Phillips,
executive director of Lutheran Family Service, Iowa,
and Toni Larson, Director of Church Worker Wellness
with Lutheran Family Services will be our presenters at
Bethel Lutheran Church on Saturday, October 22nd.
Refreshments and lunch will also be served on
Saturday. Comfort Dog Gideon will also be present for
the event. Go to http://www.nodaklcms.org/blog/love
-abounds for more information and to register or scan
the QR code on your phone.

Save The Date!
October 31st,
5-7 pm
Trunk or Treat
Sign up in the narthex to
decorate a trunk!
Watch for more details.

Rev. Max Phillips

Rev. Mark Wood

Toni Larson

DONATIONS NEEDED:
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
SHOEBOX
➢

➢
➢
➢
➢

Washcloths

➢ Small stuffed animals/beanie
babies, small toys & small balls
T-shirts, socks, baseball caps, sunglasses
Coloring books for younger ages
Monetary donations to defray shipping costs ($10/
box)
Prayers

Contact Tanya Guthmiller (701-202-4450)

Packing Party: Saturday November 12th @ 1 pm.
Dedication Sunday: Sunday, November 13th.

You can also contact Kristi Dilger (701-400-2172 or
kriz21@yahoo.com) for more information.

We are hoping to also have a children’s choir for the
cantata again, very similar to what we did last year.
More info for that will be coming soon!
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In Christ, Kim Dolajak
(kdolajak@gmail.com or 701-391-6619)
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We have signs to wave/display while you pray!
Signs are available and can be returned to the table
in the narthex for the next group. THANKS!

REFORMATION SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30

This Advent at Bethel, we are again planning a
CHRISTMAS CANTATA. We will be doing a special
service of song and scripture to celebrate the
anticipation and birth of Jesus Christ. We are planning
for December 7 at 6pm, at the time of our normal
advent service. If you would like to give choir a try, join
us for our weekly practices starting in October at 7pm.
We will start practicing our songs for the cantata at this
time and December 7 will be finale of these practices.
If you would like to join us for the cantata but cannot
not make it to all the practices, please let me know and
I would be happy to get you the music we plan on
singing and you can join us as you are able. If you have
any questions, reach out to myself or one of our choir
members. And if you choose not to join long or short
term, I ask that you come and listen on December 7 and
listen to the songs proclaiming Christ’s birth.

Thank you!!!
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As we are reminded in three of the Gospels, Jesus invites children into his presence since the
kingdom of heaven belongs to them as well. In recognition of the value that God places on children,
the Board of Elders provided an opportunity for children of the congregation to submit artwork
designs for the cover of the new photo directory. All of the artwork designs submitted by the
children will be included on the cover, and the board would like to thank the children for
demonstrating their faithfulness to serving the Church and using their time and talents to glorify
God with their artistic expressions of Bethel's mission statement: "Reaching, Caring, and Sharing
Christ."

Gracie Winking, grade 5

Jason Walla, grade 2

Warren Gergen, grade 2

Decker Sand, grade 4

Caroline Gergen, grade 3

Neela Sand, grade 10

Sunday School News
Any questions, please contact Sunday School Superintendent, Kristy Dahl
at 226-9480

Date Lesson Title
10/2 Joseph Forgives
10/9 The Birth of Moses
10/16

Bible Text
Genesis 42-45;
50:15-21
Exodus 1:1-2:10

Moses and the Burning Exodus 2:11Bush
4:31

10/23 Moses and the Plagues Exodus 5-10
10/30 The Passover

Exodus 11-12

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER MEETING
Pastor Walla will lead a Sunday School
Teacher meeting on the first Sunday of the
month at 12:30 pm (October 2). We will
discuss the upcoming lessons and any questions or concerns
that arise.

OCTOBER MEMORY VERSE:

For by grace you have been saved through faith.
And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of
God, not a result of works, so that no one may
boast.
Ephesians 2:8-9

Learn more at https://
lcef.org/younginvestors-club/

The Young Investors (Y.I.) Club helps
children learn the value of saving,
spending and sharing money—while
empowering ministry through the
Lutheran Church Extension Fund
(LCEF). With an investment of just $25
to open LCEF’s Y.I. StewardAccount,
young investors become a Y.I. Club
member.

Forms and additional information are available on the
bulletin board in the hall. If you wish to deposit less than $25,
contact Pat Sebastian (471-3289) and she will assist you.
Benefits & Features
• Minimum of $25 to open the account
• Premium interest rates ($25-$1,000 2%) (Recent rate increase to
1.25% for over $1,000)
• Interest compounded and paid monthly
• Savings that grow with your child, while remaining accessible
• Checks and Visa® debit card available to custodian
• Debit card available to your child at age 16
• Opportunity to make additional investments with checks or Y.I.
Stamps
• Ages 7-18:
 Extra credit in investment for good grades (form available on
tie-dye bulletin board)
 Extra credit in the investment for community service (form
available on tie-dye bulletin board)
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• High school seniors - Take Heart scholarship
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Youth News
SUNDAY MORNING HIGH SCHOOL BIBLE STUDY
“And He is before all things, and in Him all things hold
together. And He is the head of the body, the church.
He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that
in everything He might be preeminent.” Colossians
1:17-18
We continue the "In All
Things" theme in Sunday
morning high school
Bible study. Studies
focus on several of the forty end goals that are part of
the Seven Practices of Healthy Youth Ministry. During
October we will continue talking about Community:
➢
➢
➢

Christian Community in Christian Families
Christian Community in our Congregation
Christian Community in the World-Wide Church
REFRESHMENT SUNDAYS SIGN-UP
is available on the youth bulletin
board! Families with students in
grades 6 and up are encouraged to
sign up to serve LYF refreshments
the third Sunday of the month.
Responsibilities include making
coffee,
bringing/serving
refreshments for 100-120 people
and clean-up.

HIGH SCHOOL/POST HIGH
SCHOOL STUDY E-X-P-A-N-D-S!
High school and post-high
schoolers are welcome to join
us at 7 PM, or whatever time
fits their Wednesday evening schedule. Those who
arrive early can choose from a variety of activities, if
they wish, and enjoy snacks and conversation until
Bible study begins at 8 PM.
Our study of the book of Proverbs will wrap up this
month. At 8:00 PM we begin our weekly time of Bible
reading and discussion, reading a Psalm, praying, more
conversation and snacks. Friends are always welcome.
Students entering grades 9-12 and young adults are
invited to participate each Wednesday in the Jericho
Room. If you cannot join us regularly, join us when you
can! If you cannot arrive by 8 PM, arrive when you can!
If you want a ride, directions or the Zoom meeting ID,
text Pat Sebastian (701) 471-3289 or Mandy Galster
(701) 425-1794. A Zoom meeting option is available
each week.

Oct 2022

"...may the Lord cause you to increase and overflow in
love for one another, and for all people..." 1 Thessalonians
3:12 NASB
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ND District LCMS Youth Gathering
Thursday, October 20, 7 PM - Saturday, October 22, noon
Ramada Inn (1500 Interchange Avenue, Bismarck)
For grades 6 and up.

Love overflows in forgiveness, in promises, in the Sacraments, and in service!
Guest Bible study leader: Pastor Jason Neel (aka Doogie), Spirit of
Christ Lutheran Church, Ham Lake, MN
Music provided by Lloyd Garrelts, Nokomis, IL
Worship + AM & PM small group devotions + large and small
group games + variety show + packing 10,000 Mercy Meals +
meet Gideon the comfort dog + much more!
More information and registration forms are available on the
youth bulletin board. Call or text Pat Sebastian (701) 471-3289 if
you have questions. Registrations due by Wednesday, October 5.

Everyone
is
welcome to help
pack
Mercy
Meals!
Friday,
October 21, 13PM. Children are
welcome with parent supervision. Check in
at the Ramada Inn, Assembly Hall (across
from the pool)

Cost: The $150 registration fee (Bethel Board of Education pays
half) includes:

 Meals on Friday, Saturday breakfast and three snacks
 Program costs (including partial cost of Mercy Meals supplies)
 Part-time attendees are welcome! The registration fee will be
prorated.

Come meet Gideon
the comfort dog @
The Gathering!

All Bethel and Shepherd
of the Valley Middle
School students (grade
5-8) are invited every
third Sunday to a time
of Bible Study, food,
friends, and games. We will meet October
16 at 1 pm @ Bethel. Come along and join
us. Bring a friend!
RSVP to
pastorwoodside@gmail.com or text to 951217-3385

Everyone is welcome to attend the Family
Convocation/ ND District LCMS Middle
School Gathering worship service, Friday,
October 21, 7 PM, Ramada Inn, Heritage
Ballroom. Guest preacher will be Rev. Max
Phillips Lutheran Family Service.
Refreshments will be served after worship
and you are invited to assemble simple
washcloth teddy bears for Operation
Christmas Child boxes.

SUNDAY GAME DAY
Who: All LCMS students grade 8-12 in
the Bismarck-Mandan area
When: 4th Sunday of the month
[October 23 @ 1pm at Bethel]
What: Bible Study, food, friends and
games
Where: This month will be @ Bethel!
Bring: Yourself. A friend. A snack.
Contact Pastor Woodside for more
information.

Martin Luther School News

Why Comfort Quilts?

Many thanks go out to all
who took part in our Wings
and Rings event. What an
easy way to raise funds for
Martin Luther School as
well as fellowship with
other families and church members!

You may have recently received one of
Bethel’s comfort quilts or know of
someone who has, and wondered how
this ministry came about. God actually
took a very scary situation and turned it
into this ministry!

Thanks also to those who contributed to our Strategic
Planning Meeting in September. An ambitious group of
34 folks turned out to help determine our goals for
moving forwarding as a school. The over-all plans will
be made available soon. We are excited about the 3-5
year goals that have been drawn up and seek the Lord's
guidance as we develop plans for the future.
In person and Live-streamed
on www.facebook.com/
mlsbismarck
every Wednesday at 8:30 am.

Mark your
Calendars!
Oct. 1
Oct. 20-21
Oct. 28
Oct. 30

IMPORTANT MLS DATES
2022-23

NO SCHOOL Professional Development
Fall Break
End of the 1st Quarter
EARLY DISMISSAL
1:00
Reformation Day Pie
Social at Messiah
3:00—MORE
INFORMATION
COMING SOON!

BOARD MEETINGS The
Bismarck-Mandan
Lutheran
School
Association (BMLSA) board
www.mlsclassical.org
of directors meets on the
third Tuesday of each
office 701-224-9070
month at 6:30 pm. If you
have any comments to
share at the meetings, please contact the school board,
Christine Kleven (701-391-2289), Art Ziemann (701667-1776) or Wendy Buck (701-391-1189)
8
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representatives,
for
more
information.
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Sixteen years ago I survived a brain bleed.
While I was in intensive care a dear friend October 15
from Washburn sat with me and gave me 9:30a-12:30p
a lap quilt that her church had made and
@ Bethel
gave out to those in need. The quilt gave
me great comfort during the week I was in the hospital. It
felt as if God’s arms were holding me close. I still treasure
that quilt.
Soon after I began to make similar quilts and gave them
away. Trinity, rural Hazen, and St. John’s, McClusky, helped
make the quilts. I believe that St. John’s in McClusky is still
making and distributing them. Over the course of 16 years,
hundreds of these “comfort quilts” have been made and
given away. Oh, the stories I could tell you about people
getting the quilt at exactly the time they needed an extra
heavenly hug!
The more quilts I made the more I wanted to keep sewing!
When we became members at Bethel I was glad they were
open to distributing these quilts as well. Currently we have
quilts with Psalm 91 and 103 on them, for those that are
hurting. We also have Resurrection blankets with 30 verses
about the resurrection for those who are grieving the loss of
a loved one. Finally, we have baby quilts for boys and girls
with 30 verses about little children that we give out at a
baptism.
The quilts take time to make because of the intricacy of the
hearts and currently we are distributing them as fast as they
are made. There is a wonderful group of ladies that meets
roughly the third Saturday of each month at Bethel from
9:30 to 12:30 p.m. The group is like a well-oiled machine
because everyone has an important job and without one of
them we wouldn’t get the quilts done.
With the cooler weather coming if you feel inclined to come
and help we would more than welcome your assistance. We
have two sewing machines at church so you don’t even have
to own a machine. If sewing is not your thing we can also
use someone to cut fabric or write out the Scripture verses,
or just play with fabric! We coordinate tops with their
borders and backings so if the time doesn’t suit you and you
would like to sew at home that is also available.
If you know of someone in need of a quilt you can either let
Pastors Walla or Woodside, Jenny or one of the comfort
quilters know. We are working to have more of a reserve
available for distribution and appreciate your patience if one
is not readily available but I am keeping a list if you’d like to
add a name to it.
Sue Hartley-Wolfgram

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League

Oct 2022
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LWML Sunday is October 2
LWML SUNDAY recognizes the work of the
Lutheran Women's Missionary League and
the mission to assist each woman of The
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod in
affirming her relationship with the Triune
God so that she is enabled to use her gifts
in ministry to the people of the world.

Please join us in worship on October
2nd and receive a special handout
providing more information about
the LWML at Bethel, in North
Dakota and throughout the world!

ALL ladies of Bethel are
invited to join the LWML!
Next meeting:
October 10th at 6:30 pm

Mites = Missions
The mites collected by the Bethel LWML go to support missions in our
district, the nation and the world (like that featured below). The LWML set
the big Mite Box out in the card nook or bring your mites to our monthly
meeting.
LWML’S MISSION OF THE MONTH: “Ends of Earth” Scholarships, Mission
Opportunities Short Term (MOST) Ministries — MOST Ministries is receiving
more requests from LCMS missionaries and national church leaders to
provide teams to go to the "ends of the earth" places such as Uganda,
Tanzania, Kenya, Ethiopia, Ghana, South Africa, Thailand, Peru, and Sri Lanka
to work side-by-side with missionaries, sharing the Gospel. The travel cost
(up to $5,050) of the short-term mission trips to these distant places has
become prohibitive, and has made it challenging for willing people to join a
team. Currently, team members are personally responsible for their total per
person cost. Not only do they use personal funds, but they are encouraged
to reach out to members of the body of Christ to participate in the mission
with encouragements, prayers, and financial support. This grant would offer
financial support to cover up to one-half the cost of each participant, not to
exceed $2,000.

"It is in the eyes of the children that we see the future" —
Unknown Author.
After receiving sunglasses to protect their eyes, Muzi
Khumalo shares the gospel message through finger
puppets with some of the children the MOST Ministries
team met while in South Africa serving on an Eyeglass
team. Muzi proclaims "It is our duty to take care of the
future, to ensure that those that come behind us, live as
generously happy as we did. It is through the caring for
our children that we will succeed in this.

Are Lutherans Too Catholic?
Dear Saints of Bethel Lutheran Church,
This month, we celebrate the 505th anniversary of the
Reformation, which is understood to have begun on
October 31, 1517, when Martin Luther nailed his 95
Theses to the church door in Wittenberg, Germany,
calling out false teachings and wrong practices in the
Roman Catholic Church. This was not the first time that
such grievances had been raised, but due to the massproducing of Luther’s writings by the newly-invented
printing press, the call to reform was too loud to ignore
this time.

The Roman Catholic Church had not held firm to the
sound doctrine of the Word of God. It had begun
placing tradition and official decisions from church
councils and from popes to have more authority than
the Bible! And what was lost? The Gospel! Rather than
giving certainty to sinners in the forgiveness of sins by
faith in Jesus, certainty was withheld. For each believer,
there was a constant question of whether enough good
works had been done, enough money had been given,
enough prayers had been prayed. It is not that good
works or giving alms or piety in prayer are bad things. It
was simply that these became the means by which a
Christian attempted to outweigh their sins. Rather than
being done in response to the all-atoning work of Jesus
on the cross, these works were done to try to earn
heaven.
Luther sought to return to the Word of God, and in so
doing, to return to what had been the true, orthodox
Christian church. Luther had no intention of breaking
away or starting a new church. His goal was to fix and
reform.
An interesting thing happened as the Reformation
progressed. On the one hand, the Roman Catholic
Church responded not in rejoicing to be led back to the
Gospel, but in rejection of reform. The Catholics
accused Luther of being rogue and starting something
new. And yet, on the other hand, there were others
involved in the Reformation who thought that Luther
had not gone far enough. They actually wanted a full
break from the Catholic Church. So, here were the
Lutherans, caught in the middle: accused by one side of
breaking away and accused by the other side of not
breaking away far enough. They were accused of being
“Protestant” by the Catholics and of being “Catholic” by
the Protestants!
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The Lutherans, in presenting the articles of what
they believe and practice in Augsburg,
Germany, made it clear to the Roman
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Rev. Jonathan Walla

Catholic Church that they
were the “real” catholic
church (catholic, with a
little
c,
meaning
“universal”).
Had
things
gone
differently
in
the
Reformation, we would
still be Roman Catholic.
And because of this, the
Lutherans have many
things that sound and look
Roman Catholic.

Jesus lives! For me He died.
Hence will I, to Jesus living,
Pure in heart and act abide,
Praise to Him and glory giving.
All I need God will dispense;
This shall be my confidence.

Fast forward from the
“Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won”
1500s to the 1800s…the
LSB 490, verse 3
German
Lutherans
traveled
to
America
seeking religious freedom, and they settled in Missouri.
A young pastor was elected as the first president both
of the seminary that was formed, as well as the church
body that was formed, which is today called The
Lutheran Church Missouri Synod – of which Bethel is a
member. C.F.W. Walther was that young pastor’s
name. As the Lutherans had been under persecution
and government mandates to change their worship,
there was much that these Lutherans were trying to
recover. Practices that had been forced out and had
nearly been forgotten. As they were trying to recover
and restore parts of the Divine Service, accusations
arose once again. The Lutherans were accused of
being…you guessed it…too Catholic.
The following is a quote from young Pastor Walther
about this very thing:
“Whenever the divine service once again follows the old
Evangelical-Lutheran agendas (or church books), it
seems that many raise a great cry that it is “Roman
Catholic”; “Roman Catholic” when the pastor chants
“The Lord be with you” and the congregation responds
by chanting “and with thy spirit”; “Roman Catholic”
when the pastor chants the collect and the blessing and
the people respond with a chanted “Amen.” Even the
simplest Christian can respond to this outcry: “Prove to
me that this chanting is contrary to the Word of God,
then I too will call it ‘Roman Catholic’ and have nothing
more to do with it. However, you cannot prove this to
me.” If you insist upon calling every element in the
divine service “Romish” that has been used by the
Roman Catholic Church, it must follow that the reading
(Continued on page 19)

Bible Study & Fellowship Opportunities
Please join us in studying God’s Word and supporting one another as the body of Christ!

Oct 2022
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➢

Sunday Morning Bible Study: every Sunday morning between services, you are invited to a Bible Study
led by Pastor Walla or Pastor Woodside in the Fellowship Hall. Starting on Rally Day—September 11th, we
will begin a study on Apologetics: “How Can I Defend My Faith?”. *LIVESTREAMED on facebook.com/
bethelbismarck/live
➢

Tuesday Evening Bible Study: held on Tuesdays at 6 pm at Shepherd of the Valley. This study
is for all ages and is meant to be another Bible learning opportunity beyond Sunday mornings. We are reading
the book of James. Please note: due to the October Pastors’ Conference, there will be no Bible Study on
Tuesday, October 4th.
➢

Middle School Youth Group: All Bethel and Shepherd of the Valley Middle School students (grade 58) are invited every third Sunday to a time of Bible Study, food, friends, and games. We will meet
October 16 at 1 pm @ Bethel.
Come along and join us. Bring a friend!
RSVP to
pastorwoodside@gmail.com or text to 951-217-3385
➢ High School Sunday Game Group: Youth in grades 8-12 are invited to a
board gaming club on the fourth Sunday of the month alternating between SOTV and Bethel from
1:00-3:00 pm. We will begin with a prayer and devotion, followed by fellowship and games. Light
refreshments will be provided. Bring a friend and a favorite board game!
RSVP to
pastorwoodside@gmail.com or text to 951-217-3385. (October 23 @ Bethel)
➢

Wednesday High School/Post High School Bible Study: led by Pat Sebastian
and Mandy Galster meets in the Jericho Room and on Zoom every Wednesday at 8 pm. Arrive at 7 pm
and join us for activities, food and fellowship!
Contact Pat Sebastian (701) 471-3289 /
patsebbis@aol.com to receive weekly updates via text.
➢

Senior Potluck Gathering: Join other Seniors for a potluck lunch followed by Bible Study on the 4th Tuesday
of each month at Noon (October 25).
➢

Men’s Network Breakfast & Bible Study: meets the third Saturday of each month, rotating between
the Bismarck-Mandan LCMS churches. Join other men in our community for great food, Bible Study and
conversation with brothers in Christ from sister congregations. We will continue to discuss Science and
Faith. (October 15 @ Bethel)
➢

Women’s Friday Morning Bible Study: meets weekly on Fridays at 10 am. All women of the congregation
are welcome to join in a study entitled “Prayer: We Speak to God”. Please contact Kristi Dilger (701-4002172 or kriz21@yahoo.com)for more information.
Women’s Evening Bible Study: meets one evening a month starting on Monday, October 3rd at
6:30 pm. We are reading the book “Grace Under Pressure.” Contact either Sue Wolfgram at 701-460-0229,

or Kim Kuhlmann at 701-320-0493 for more information or if you need a book.
➢

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML): all women of the congregation are
invited to the monthly meeting and Bible study held the second Monday of the month at
6:30 pm. (October 10)
➢

Comfort Quilt Work Day: meets monthly, typically on the third Saturday (This month we meet Saturday,
October 15th from 9:30 am-12:30 pm). We match fabric, cut squares, and sew quilts. These lap sized quilts
are being made especially for members of the Bethel family who are experiencing difficult times. If you know
of a member who could use some additional comfort, please contact Contact Sue Hartley-Wolfgram 701-4600229 (blessingspreserved@yahoo.com).
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2

3

4
5
5
6
7
8
9

10 Mark Rath
11 Bryan Bartnick
Ashley Guthmiller
12 Joseph & Kaitlyn Baneck
(3 yrs)
13 Emma Krause
Henry Krause
15 Adam Mathiak
Mary Tellmann
16 Clifford & Diana Helm (58
Amy Miller
yrs)
Beryl Mogard
17 Lee & Kim Dolajak (13
Greg Sutheimer
yrs)
Scott Tschaekofske
Eli Grensteiner
Edna Gartner
Justin Schuh
Mary Ellen Nelson
18 Gavin Engwicht
Ethan Ressler
Christopher Young
Leigton Ressler
19 Drake Bolinske
Ethan & Jessica Voigt (2 22 Amiya Ell
yrs)
Serena Harron
Travis Deslauries
Judy Loebs
Matt & Doria Burthold
Scott & Tracy Price (27
(36 yrs)
yrs.)
Cooper Miller
Cody & Cassi Remboldt (6
David & Nanci Fennern
yrs)
(48 yrs)
Abby Voigt
Faith Harron
23 Lyle & Doris Anderson
Brittany Kuester
(18 yrs)
Heather Aberle
Hailey Graff
Val & Brandt Bailey (16
24 Jason Walla
yrs)
25 Wyatt Eisenbraun
Charlotte Graves
Mackenzie Kukla
Lyle & Eleanor Johnson
29 Nicholas Roeder
(71 yrs)
30 Sylvia Eisenbraun
Sydney Monger
Alan Heim
Justin & Brittany Schuh (6
Lorraine Schmidt
yrs)
Jim Schulz
Ron Fuller
Nathaniel Walla
Leah Hathaway
Bonnie Mertz
Todd Pechtl

God’s Blessings to you on your special day! We would
like to list all birthdays and anniversaries each month. If
your name is not listed it means we do not have your
information. Please contact the church office so our records
are up-to-date and everyone can be listed in this section.

Monday-Thursday
9 am-1 pm
Closed Friday
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Please leave a message at
255-1433 or email secretary@
bethelbismarck.com

This Month’s

Readings

Read the Entire Bible in
One Year! For last month’s
readings, please contact
the church office.

Saturday, October 3
8:00a Prop. Man. Meeting
Sunday, October 9
1:30p Education Meeting
2:30p Elder's Meeting
3:00p Stewardship Meeting
4:00p Council Meeting
Sunday, October 16
1:00p Quarterly Voters’
Meeting & potluck
Monday, October 24
6:00p Outreach Meeting

Sun

2 LWML Sunday
8:30a Worship w/Communion
9:45a Bible Study & Sunday
School
11:00a Worship w/Communion
12:30p Sun School Teacher Mtg
6:30p Take Heart in Your Grief

Mon

Tue

3
4
6:30p
Women's
PM Bible
Study

Wed

Thu

Fri

2022

5
5:15p Youth Bells
5:30p Confirmation Supper
6:00p Confirmation Classes
6:00p Hosanna Bells
7:00p Choir
8:00p LYF/Post High School
Bible Study

Sat

1
8:00a Prop.
Man. Mtg

6
7:00p New
Member
Class

7
10:00a
Women's
AM Bible
Study

8
9:15a LWML
Fall Zone
Rally

ND District Pastors’ Conference
9 Honey Sunday
8:30a Worship w/Communion
9:45a Bible Study & Sunday
School
11:00a Worship w/Communion
1:30p Education Mtg.
2:30p Elder's Mtg
3:00p Stewardship Mtg.
4:00p Council Meeting
6:30p Take Heart in Your Grief

10
Columbus
Day
6:30p
LWML

11
6:00p
Evening
Bible Study
@ SOTV

12
5:15p Youth Bells
5:30p Confirmation Supper
6:00p Confirmation Classes
6:00p Hosanna Bells
7:00p Choir
8:00p LYF/Post High School
Bible Study

13
5:30p
Philippians
Workshop
@ Messiah
7:00p New
Member
Class

14
10:00a
Women's
AM Bible
Study

15
8:00a Men's
Network
Breakfast @
Bethel
9:30a
Comfort
Quilt Work
Day

16 Honey Sunday
17
8:30a Worship w/Communion
9:45a Bible Study & Sunday
School
11:00a Worship w/Communion
1:00p Quarterly Voters’ Mtg &
potluck
1:00p Middle School Youth
Group
6:30p Take Heart in Your Grief

18
6:00p
Evening
Bible Study
@ SOTV
6:30p
BMLSA
Meeting

19
6:00p Hosanna Bells
7:00p Choir
8:00p LYF/Post High School
Bible Study

20
7:00p New
Member
Class

21
10:00a
Women's
AM Bible
Study

22
9:30a Ryan
Bomberger
Presentation

23
8:30a Worship w/Communion
9:45a Bible Study & Sunday
School
11:00a Worship w/Communion
1:00p High School Game Club
6:30p Take Heart in Your Grief

24
6:00p Bd
of
Outreach
Mtg

25
12:00p
Senior
Potluck
Gathering
6:00p
Evening
Bible Study
@ SOTV

30 Reformation (obs)
8:30a Worship w/Communion
9:45a Bible Study & Sunday
School
11:00a Worship w/Communion
3:00p MLS Pie Social @
Messiah
6:30p Take Heart in Your Grief

31
Halloween
5:00p
Trunk-orTreat

District Middle School Gathering
The Family Convocation
26
5:15p Youth Bells
5:30p Confirmation Supper
6:00p Confirmation Classes
6:00p Hosanna Bells
7:00p Choir
8:00p LYF/Post High School
Bible Study

27
7:00p New
Member
Class

28
10:00a
Women's
AM Bible
Study

29

Date

Time

Task

Volunteer
Matthew Graves
Elder
Paul & Gabe Harron
Usher
8:30 AM
Acolyte
Ezra Woodside
Videotape
Daniel Dinger
Elder
Bryan Guthmiller
11:00 AM Usher
Darrin & Decker Sand
10/2
Acolyte
Josiah Walla
Organist
Katie Emter
Altar Guild
Wes & Judy Loebs
Altar Assistant
Anna Harron
Fellowship
LWML
Marin Brandenburg
Offering Recorder Blake/Cheryl Wiedrich
Bruce Link; Mike,
10/3
Prop Man Team
William & James Lynk
Elder

Scott Schuh
Wes & Judy Loebs
8:30 AM Usher
Deland Galster
Acolyte
Jack Agnew
Videotape
Bob Gordon
Elder
Mike Fagerland
Bruce Link
11:00 AM
10/9
Adam Mathiak
Usher
Acolyte
Brayden Stai
Organist
Nola Emter
Altar Guild
Keith & Pam Holscher
Altar Assistant
Anna Engwicht
Fellowship
Emters
Kathie Strum
Offering Recorder Sandi/John Fricke
Beryl Mogard, Greg
10/10
Prop Man Team
Wanner, Scott Price
Elder

Herman Galster
Mike Eldred
8:30 AM Usher
Randa Eldred
Acolyte
Josiah Walla
Videotape
Scott Tschaekofske
Elder
Chris Gergen
Doug Miller
11:00 AM
Usher
Joseph Baneck
10/16
Acolyte
Colton Kleven
Organist
Eutimia Woodside
Bev Burkett
Altar Guild
Tanya Guthmiller
Altar Assistant
Adeline Emter
Fellowship
LYF
Doria Burthold, Mike
Offering Recorder Eldred, Sara Schuh
Blake Wiedrich
10/17
Prop Man Team
Kerwin Wolfgram

Date Time

Task
Elder

8:30 AM Usher
Acolyte
Videotape
Elder
11:00 AM Usher
Acolyte
10/23
Organist
Altar Guild
Altar Assistant
Fellowship

Who
Darrick Wiest
Josiah Wiest
Matt Burthold
Nehemiah Wiest
Alida Wiest
Gary Rath
Allan & Chase Heim
Jaxten Stai
Micaiah Wiest
Jill Schiermeister
Linda Kjonaas
Stephanie Hansen

Paul Klebe
Daniel Dinger
Offering Recorder Joan Breiner
Adam Miller
10/24
Prop Man Team
Matthew Graves
Elder
Herman Galster
Greg Sutheimer
8:30 AM Usher
Clay Hoag
Acolyte
Ezra Woodside
Videotape
Daniel Dinger
Bryan Guthmiller
Elder
Adam Mathiak
11:00 AM
Usher
Ben/Tanya Guthmiller
10/30
Acolyte
Colton Kleven
Organist
Katie Emter
Dawn Carpenter
Altar Guild
Jill Rummel
Altar Assistant
Tschaekofske
Fellowship
Board of Outreach
Gary Rath
Ron Mosbrucker
Offering Recorder Art Ziemann
Bruce Link; Mike,
10/31
Prop Man Team
William & James Lynk
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ADULT HELPERS FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL GATHERING
Many local hands are needed for the ND District LCMS Middle
School Gathering to run smoothly. Call or text Pat Sebastian (701)
471-3289 if you can help with one or more of a variety of tasks!
Your help will be appreciated whether you can help for an hour or a
day!
* Thursday, October 20, any time during the day (Registration
paperwork and set-up, ballroom set-up)
* Thursday, October 20 any time 4-7 PM (Help with registration
stations)
* Friday, October 21, 9-11 AM (Unload Mercy Meals supplies and
set up packing stations)
* Friday, October 21, 11 AM - noon, 1- 6 PM (Help supervise Mercy
Meal packing, Pack and load Mercy Meals supplies
* Serve as an adult leader for Bethel students at the Gathering / 1
adult per 6-7 students

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
TEAM
New team members are
needed to help with lawn
mowing, snow removal and
various
maintenance
projects around the church.
Volunteers work in teams to
help share the load. Please
contact Blake Wiedrich (701
-870-3120) to sign up.
Donuts are often available!
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HELPERS FOR THE FAMILY
CONVOCATION
On October 21-22, the same
weekend as the Middle School
Gathering, Bethel will be helping
host the Family Convocation.
While more details will be
announced soon, we will need
help with:
•

Providing muffins,
etc. for snacks

•

Serving the catered lunch

•

Childcare

•

Hosting the registration table,
setting up/moving tables, or
other “as needed” tasks.

breads,

“TRUNKS” FOR
TRUNK-OR-TREAT
Host a vehicle at
our outreach event
on October 31st by
decorating with a
Halloween theme
and handing out
candy to children in
our community.

BOARD OF OUTREACH
We are looking for volunteers to help plan our
activities throughout the year. Activities include
serving fellowship with different themes,
volunteering at Heaven’s Helpers Soup Café, taking
collections for different needs in our congregation &
the community, caring for our shut-ins, game nights,
movie nights, congregational anniversaries & more!
If you’d like more information or have any questions,
please contact chair, Kristi Dilger or another board
member (Becky Emter, Candace Harron, Sue HartleyWolfgram, Cheryl Weidrich, Stephanie Dilger &
Joann Dilger).

OFFERING RECORDERS
The Board of Stewardship is looking for 2
volunteers to be recorders for the Church.
Please
contact
Paul
Klebe
at
paulklebe701@gmail.com or Shawn Heinle
at sheinle@hotmail.com if you’d like to be
part of a team. We would be happy to have
you sit in on a session with one of our
recording teams to see how it all works!

“Main Street Living” Media Ministry—OCTOBER Update
ELECTION DAY WILL SOON BE HERE, and because God has established Civil
Government for the good of our fallen world (see Romans 13), it is very important
that we as Christians actively participate in the structure of government under
which we live. We are therefore to work for laws, and to elect civil representatives
that will best represent God’s revealed will and the good of our neighbor. While
there are hundreds of issues to consider, let us remember that a person needs to
be alive in order to enjoy any of the benefits of civil government’s laws and
provisions. Therefore, the sanctity of human life naturally rises to the top of issues
– both from a biblical view, and as declared in the Declaration of Independence,
which rightly lists “life” first among the unalienable rights endowed by our
Creator! We therefore have a high responsibility to know the positions held by the
various candidates for civil government before we vote. Let us do our homework carefully.
Please continue to share information about our LCMS “Main Street Living” media ministry with others. In addition to
being broadcast each Sunday morning, you can view archived programs anytime at www.mainstreetliving.com –
then click on the link under the picture identified as “Fargo.”
Thank you for your needed financial support! Checks may be sent to “Main Street Living NORTH,” 821-5th Ave S,
Fargo, ND 58103, or donate by Credit Card or your PayPal account on the website. God’s blessing in Christ!
-Ken Koehler / MSL North Volunteer Coordinator
“MSL North” Programs for October 2022:
October 2: Rev. Brett Hartwig, Trinity Lutheran Church, Sabin, MN, presents the message: “Increase Our Faith”
based on Luke 17:1-10. This Is The Life” program: “The Sound of Closing Doors” – A man in mid-life crisis and the
effect it has on his family.
October 9: Rev. Rick Jones, Dakota Boys & Girls Ranch, Minot, ND, presents the message: “Word Unbound, Life
Unbroken” based on 2 Timothy 2:1-13. This Is The Life” program: “Oct 9, 2022 - "Tina" - Two lonely people, a woman
and a child, come together through Jesus.
October 16: Rev. Arie Bertsch, ND District President, presents the message: "God Listens to You" based on Luke
18:1-8. “This Is The Life” program: “Look to the Mountain" - A hopeless situation becomes more hopeless when a
down and out man kidnaps a young girl for ransom money.
October 23: Rev. Brian Dole, Our Savior Lutheran Church, Minot, ND, presents the message: (to be announced)
based on Luke 18:9-17. “This Is The Life program: "Home Free" - A family learns the real meaning of love, and that it
comes free.
October 30: Rev. Mark Moss, Lutheran Heritage Foundation, presents a Reformation message: “Hang in there
baby!” based on John 8:31-36. “This Is The Life program: "The Sexton" - A pastor and a sexton (church caretaker)
with magical powers fight an eerie duel in a church.
“MAIN STREET LIVING” is a locally produced TV program that includes a 30-minute worship service led by participating pastors
of the Minnesota North and North Dakota Districts of our LCMS, along with a 30-minute Lutheran Hour program (normally
“This Is The Life,” along with occasional church-season specials).
Programs are broadcast starting at 10:00 am Central Time / 9:00 am Mountain time on the following WDAY XTRA Channels:
Fargo-Moorhead
WDAY Xtra Channel 6.3
Grand Forks
WDAZ Xtra Channel 8.3
Bismarck/Dickinson
KBMY Xtra Channel 17.3
Minot/Williston KMCY Xtra Channel 14.3
Please check your cable and satellite providers for the corresponding channel on your system. MSLN programs are also
archived for one year and can be viewed at any time on www.mainstreetliving.com then click on “North (Fargo)”.
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Council Meeting Minutes
Present: President Matt Burthold; Vice-President Doug
Miller; Jill Rummel, Treasurer; Kristy Dahl, Board of
Education; Mike Fagerland, Board of Elders; Kristi Dilger,
Board of Outreach; Blake Wiedrich, Board of Property
Management; Paul Klebe, Board of Stewardship; Pastor
Walla and Jenny Tschaekofske
At 4:20 pm, Doug Miller called the meeting to order. Pastor
Walla led the meeting with an opening prayer.
The August 2022 Council minutes were previously reviewed
via email. A motion was made, seconded and passed to
accept the minutes as written.
Pastor’s Report – Pastor Walla
Average attendance in August was 183. Now that the
academic year has begun, this will increase.
Pastor Walla is teaching 6th Grade Confirmation as Pat
Sebastian decided not to teach this year. The 6th Grade year
focuses on a Bible overview. There are 5 Bethel students
and 1 Shepherd of the Valley (SOTV) student attending.
The Sunday Morning Bible Study will focus on Apologetics:
How do I defend my faith?
A New Members class is being offered on Thursday nights at
7 pm running for 8 weeks beginning September 29th.
Pastor Woodside is teaching religion class at Martin Luther
School (MLS) on Tuesday and Thursday mornings for the fall
quarter. Pastor Walla will teach the winter quarter
beginning in January.
The number of shut-in members has increased over the
summer. These visits are shared between the pastors each
month.
Pastor Walla and family will be on vacation September 1926. Rev. Bonine from the Shepherd’s Hill Camp at the
Crossroad will be the guest pastor for September 25th.
President’s Report–Matt Burthold
Haga Kommer has been contracted to review the youth
accounts. He will follow up this week on their progress.
Vice-President’s Report –Doug Miller -nothing to report
Education & Martin Luther School Report –Kristy Dahl
Sunday School classes began today. While the girls have
won the annual tug-of-war contest for the last 8 years, the
boys proved victorious for 2022.
MLS is hosting a fundraiser at Wings & Rings on Tuesday,
September 20th. All interested people are invited to a
Strategic Planning Meeting on Saturday, September 24th.
Board of Elders’ Reports – Mike Fagerland
Membership Changes:
• Doug & Delana Bauer transferred in from Mount Olive
Lutheran, Billings, MT
• Harper Lutz, daughter of Jennifer Lutz transferred in
from St. John’s Lutheran, Oakes, ND
• James Bender released to a non-LCMS church
The Board of Elders reviewed the compensation for Guest

September 11, 2022
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Speakers and have approved the rate of $125/
service plus $50/Bible Study. Travel expenses and
hotel accommodations may also be reimbursed.
A policy update was made to the Organists’ payroll. Bethel
will compensate our organists who play for Pastor Walla
when he preaches at SOTV.
Board of Outreach Report – Kristi Dilger
Bethel’s 55th Anniversary picnic and Corn Hole Tournament
was a great success with more than 100 people in
attendance. The Board served chicken and hot dogs with
everyone else bringing side dishes and desserts to share.
Earlier this month, the board mailed “Thinking of You” cards
to shut-ins.
On September 25th, they will serve fellowship refreshments
and decorate for Military Appreciation Sunday.
The fall campaign for 40 Days for Life begins September 28th.
The board encourages members to go their website to sign
up for vigil times.
The Board is interested in contributing to the Special
Offering for Shepherd’s Hill at the Crossroads camp. The
council concurred that this is a board decision to approve
within their budget and would support the idea as the camp
serves as an outreach partner.
Outreach welcomes Becky Emter as a new member of the
board.
Next meeting: Monday, September 26th at 6 pm.
Property Management Report –Blake Wiedrich
Mike Lynk is continuing to work on retrofitting the
fluorescent lights to LED in the classrooms.
The Board requested that their membership drive continue
to be published in the weekly announcements. The council
offered suggestions of names of potential volunteers.
Cost estimates for new sanctuary windows are still being
procured.
The fans and heating systems in the Education wing and
Sanctuary have been switched over to cool weather settings.
Maintenance issues resolved this month:
• Two of the security cameras were replaced at a total
cost of $880.
• Volunteers have dealt with rabbits nesting in the front
yard.
• The south AC unit in the fellowship hall was frozen up.
The air filter required cleaning.
• The sanctuary doors were adjusted and lubricated so
they now close properly.
• A sprinkler head was replaced.
• The vacuum fuel pump was replaced on the lawn
mower.
The crack sealing of the parking is still expected to be
(Continued on page 18)

(Continued from page 17)

complete in September.
Board of Stewardship – Paul Klebe
The Board would like to encourage use of the online giving
program through Vanco. The council suggested a brief
explanation of the program during the announcements after
services. Paul would like to coincide this message with the
publishing of the online monthly giving totals.
Budget information has been provided to the Boards.
Preliminary 2023 budgets are expected to be presented at
the October council meeting.
Treasurer Reports –Jill Rummel
The August Balance Sheet and Monthly Transaction reports
were distributed – attached. Jill and Jenny have been
working together to resolve some of the questions raised at
previous Council and Voters’ meetings. The Elders’ “Altar
Supplies” item will exceed the budget this fiscal year because
of a delay in 2021 billing for communion wine and the
purchase of extra supplies to serve Every Sunday
Communion. Noting the ambiguity between the Elders’ line
items for “Altar Supplies” and “Worship Supplies”, she
requested that these line items be combined in 2023. As Jill
continues to reconcile the accounts, other modifications may
be made to make the accounting more efficient. A motion
was made, seconded and passed to approve the reports.
Other Business- The Building Committee has not met
recently. Revised concepts are under review by the
architect. Property Management’s intention to replace
windows is contingent upon Building Committee decisions.
Matt reminded the boards and Vice-President to seek
nominations for 2023 officers for the October election.
The next Council meeting is scheduled for Sunday, October
9th at 4 pm.
The next Voters’ meeting is scheduled for Sunday, October
16th at 1 pm following a noon potluck.
The meeting was closed with the Lord’s prayer led by Pastor
Walla.

Stewardship News
APPROVED ENDOWMENT LIST
Bethel’s Endowment Committee
maintains a list of items (approved
by the Voters) for memorials and
bequests. As money is given in
honor or memory of a loved one,
the funds are put in Bethel’s
memorial funds. You may give your gift to the
Memorial fund (undesignated) or you may designate
the money towards a specific item on the list.

Approved Endowment
Categories
Designated Memorials
Building Fund
Sound System
Altar
Music Department
Sunday School
New Christmas Decorations
Undesignated Memorials
Total Memorials

Amount in
Approximate Fund (as of
Cost
7/31/2022)
on going

$ 82,461.78

on going
on going
on going
on going
$ 4,000.00

$ 4,815.48
$ 1,492.72
$ 895.00
$ 280.59
$
915.00
$ 68,380.20
$159, 240.77

Consider a gift in honor or memory of someone you love!

The
“Give+”
mobile
phone
application
is
being replaced by a new app: “Vanco Mobile”.
Download the FREE app on your Apple or
Android phone—OR– Click on the Vanco link on
Bethel’s website
➢ Make one-time or recurring donations using your
debit/credit card or checking/savings account
➢ Log in or donate as a guest
➢ Securely and conveniently manage donations
using Touch ID/Fingerprint, PIN or password
➢

Respectfully submitted, Jenny Tschaekofske

To give through the app, search your phone’s app
store for “Vanco Mobile”, click on the link on our
website or contact the church office.
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NOTE: There is a processing fee applied to each transaction (2.75%
for credit cards and 1.00% for checking/savings). If you choose,
you may offset Bethel’s fees at the time of your donation.
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(Continued from page 10)

of the Epistle and Gospel is also “Romish.” Indeed, it is mischief to sing or preach in
church, for the Roman Church has done this also. . . Those who cry out should
remember that the Roman Catholic Church possesses every beautiful song of the old
orthodox church. The chants and antiphons and responses were brought into the
church long before the false teachings of Rome crept in. This Christian Church since
the beginning, even in the Old Testament, has derived great joy from chanting. . . For
more than 1700 years orthodox Christians have participated joyfully in the divine
service. Should we, today, carry on by saying that such joyful participation is “Roman
Catholic”? God forbid! Therefore, as we continue to hold and to restore our
wonderful divine services in places where they have been forgotten, let us boldly
confess that our worship forms do not tie us with the modern sects or with the church
of Rome; rather, they join us to the one, holy Christian Church that is as old as the
world and is built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets.” (C. F. W. Walther,
Der Lutheraner, vol. 9, No. 24 (July 19, 1853), p. 163).
This brings us to today. The Lutherans continue to walk a lonely way, accused by
both sides of being too much like the other. Normally, something new is out of place
in the Christian Church. We continue that which has been passed down to us. But,
when something only seems new and is actually an old, worthwhile, pure practice, I
want to encourage you to be slow in accusing and eager in learning. For example,
the practice of every Sunday Communion is new for our congregation, but is actually
the restoration of the practice of Christians for many years before us. Remember
Martin Luther, accused of doing “new” things, when really he was trying to restore
that which was pure and excellent from of old, which should have never been
forgotten. Remember C.F.W. Walther, accused of being Roman Catholic when trying
to restore those things that had been lost.
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2022
Elected
Board
Officers
President of Congregation
Matt Burthold
Vice-President
Doug Miller
Treasurer
Jill Rummel
Education
Kristy Dahl, Chair
Vice-Chair—OPEN

Elders
Mike Fagerland, Chair
Herman Galster, Vice-Chair

Your Church
Servant Leaders

Outreach
Kristi Dilger, Chair
Candace Harron, ViceChair
The BOARD OF ELDERS WELCOMES ADAM MATHIAK as the
newest member of the board. He will be replacing Scott Price.
We thank God for both of their commitment to help lead our Property Management
congregation and care for our membership. Adam will be caring
Blake Wiedrich, Chair
for households with last names beginning with the letter “L”. If you need assistance,
Mike Lynk, Vice-Chair
please contact any one of our Elders—list below.
Your
Board
of
Elders wants you to
know if you have
any
needs,
or
questions, you can
contact your elder
at any time. Your
Bethel family truly
wants to reach out,
care for, and share
the love of Christ!

Elder

Family
Assignment

Home
Phone

Cell Phone –
texting
available

Gary Rath

A-C

-

701-471-9092

Kerwin Wolfgram

D-E

-

701-270-2434

Herman Galster

F-G

258-0543

701-426-8044

Chris Gergen

H-I

-

701-320-7272

Bryan Guthmiller

J-K

-

701-202-3476

Adam Mathiak

L

-

262-352-8763

Darrick Wiest

M

-

701-426-1987

N-R

258-8497

701-425-7448

Matt Graves

S

751-0540

701-240-4391

Scott Schuh

T-Z

-

812-345-7075

Mike Fagerland

Stewardship
Paul Klebe, Chair
Shawn Heinle, Vice-Chair
Our church boards are
always
seeking
new
volunteers to help in our
mission of “Reaching,
Caring and Sharing Christ.”
Please contact any Board
member if you are
interested in helping!
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Oct 2:

LWML Sunday
Take Heart In Your Grief
Oct 9:
Honey Sunday
Oct 13:
Philippians Workshop
Oct 15:
Men’s Network Breakfast
Comfort Quilt Work Day
Oct 16:
Honey Sunday
Quarterly Voters’ Meeting &
Potluck
Middle School Youth Event
Oct 20-22: District Middle School
Gathering
Oct 21-22: Family Convocation
Oct 23:
High School Game Day
Oct 30:
Reformation Day (obs.)
Pastor Appreciation Fellowship
MLS Pie Social
Oct 31:
Trunk-or-Treat

