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 A Problem and a Divine Solution Rev. Justin Woodside 

In last month’s article we considered the idea that the 
world is, in fact, broken.  It seems as though we can 
imagine a perfect world, but we cannot seem to actually 
pull it off.  Death just feels unnatural.  It seems as though 
we should be able to live on forever, but we do not.  In 
fact, everything wears down and falls apart.  The Christian 
answer is that we broke it when Adam and Eve sinned in 
the Garden of Eden.  This is how and when it happened. 

Now someone might try and claim that there is no 
dilemma; that there is no problem begging to be solved.  
Maybe I have just concocted a false dilemma and now I am 
trying to trick you into looking for a solution.  “The world is 
not broken” they say.  “This is nature.  It’s just how things 
are and always have been!  Death is natural!  War and 
disease and poverty are just the way the of the world!”  
But then you’ve got to wonder, if the world is not broken, 
why are we constantly trying so hard to fix it?  Why do we 
try so hard to “be good people”?  Why do we try to build a 
Utopia (think Democracy, Republics, Socialism, Fascism)?  
And why do they never quite work?  Why do we try so 
hard to reverse aging; to hide it behind make-up and 
cosmetic surgery?  Why do we try and postpone death?  If 
we believe nothing is broken, why do we try and fix it?  If 
the world is supposed to be this way, why do we even 
care? 

If one acknowledges that there is a problem, what then?  
The reader might consider the question of whether or not 
he or she believes that the creator has spoken to 
humanity, and if so, when?  What record do we have in 
the archives of human learning that has stood the test of 
time over millennia which claims to be direct 
communication from the divine? 

There are, in the end, not 
many.  There is the Baghvad 
Gita, the Koran (which is 
relatively recent), ancient 
mythologies (Homer, the 
Odyssey), and the Hebrew 
scriptures.  My purpose in 
these musings is not to 
analyze each of these, but 
rather to suggest that the 
Hebrew scriptures are the 
only one that actually nails 
down and provides an 
answer to this dilemma of 
the brokenness of the world.  Regardless of what one 
thinks about that answer, one will try in vain to find 
another viable origin of this dilemma (and if one points out 
the Greek Pandora, you’ll find that it bears a striking 
resemblance to the explanation for evil found in Genesis.)  

The point being that, if God has spoken, the ancient 
Christian writings do actually propose an answer to the 
problem that just happens to coincide with the brokenness 
problem outlined in these meditations.  Not only that, but 
the scriptures also provide a solution to that problem: God 
incarnate!  Indeed, the only way to fix the universe was for 
God Himself to take on human flesh and submit to death.  
When Jesus died, it is theologically accurate to say that 
God died.  This death is far more unnatural than the death 
of any other person. In fact, it should be impossible!  But 
yes, God did the impossible to save the world; to save you; 
to save me. 
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Join together, praising God 
 and giving thanks on 

 Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, 
November 24th  at 9:00 am. 

On the FEAST OF ALL SAINTS (observed on Sunday, 
November 6) we will be reading the names of those 
loved ones who have fallen asleep in Jesus over the last 
year.  Those included in the Bethel family: 

• Raymond Adolf (Audrey Myers’ uncle) 
• Ellen Burthold (Matt Burthold’s mother) 
• Leona Gustin (Lee Dolajak’s grandmother) 
• Raymond Heidt (Ryan Heidt’s father) 
• Jan Herrmann (Jerry Herrmann’s  sister-in-law) 
• Patrisha Knell (Audrey Myers’ cousin) 
• Richard Knell (Audrey Myers’ cousin) 
• Jeff Martwick (Joan Breiner’s brother-in-law)  
• Wayne Myers (Glenn Myers’ brother)  
• Augie Schaeffer 
• Bernice Steinley 
• Abby Sullivan (Karen Kapla’s sister)  
• Dominic Volesky (Ardyth Volesky’s husband) 
• Lois Wieder (Kathie Strum’s mother)  
• David Wolbaum (Paul Wolbaum’s cousin) 
• Leonard Wolfgram (Kerwin Wolfgram’s uncle) 
• Rev. Melvin Wolters (Niccy Walla’s grandfather) 

The Building Committee will be hosting a 
CONGREGATIONAL ASSEMBLY on Sunday, Nov. 6 
at 2 pm. We will be sharing four plans from the 
architect along with estimated costs. Following 
the assembly, the members of the Building 
Committee will host four Small Group meetings 
to be able to hear from all of Bethel’s members 
on their thoughts about the proposed plans. The 
meetings are scheduled for: 

➢ Monday, Nov. 7 at 5 pm - 6:30 pm;  
➢ Friday, Nov. 11 at 11:30 am - 1 pm;  
➢ Tuesday, Nov. 15 at 6 pm - 7:30 pm;  
➢ Saturday, Nov. 19 at 11 am - 12:30 pm.  

Please plan to attend one of these small meetings if you have any questions or 
concerns following the Congregational Assembly. The Building Committee members 
are Brett Morlok, Kristi Dilger, Ed Stern, Bob Kjonaas, Blake Wiedrich, Matt & Doria 
Burthold & Gary Rath.  

observed  

November 6  

Please contact the church office 

to add your loved one’s name 

to the prayer list. 
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POINSETTIAS will be displayed beside the altar for the 
Advent & Christmas season.   If you would like to donate 
funds for the plants you can mark your offering envelope for 
the “Flower Fund” or contact Sharri Galster (701-258-0543) 
or Dawn Carpenter (701-226-7810). 

Please help us 
decorate the 

church for the 
Advent & 

Christmas season: 
Saturday, 

November 26th 
 @ 9 am. 

Advent Wednesdays @ 5 pm 
 

Our CONGREGATIONAL ADVENT SUPPERS this year will be potluck-style soup and 
bread suppers.  A sign up sheet will be available in the narthex for approximately 
six families to bring a pot of soup to share each Wednesday in Advent.  Others 
may bring bread, crackers or other side dishes and desserts to share.  This is 
chance to catch a quick bite and chat before we prepare for Christ’s Coming in 
our Advent worship services at 6 pm. 

Christ is Coming Soon 
Advent Midweek Series 2022 
What comes to mind when you hear the announcement, “Christ is coming soon”?  Does it bring you fear and 
anxiety?  Do you worry about the destruction on earth and signs that are described of the end times?  Are you filled 
with terror at the thought of standing before Jesus as the Judge on the last day?  These concerns about the coming 
of Christ are common for Christians, but dear saints, Christ’s coming is good news – not bad news – for you!  During 
this season of Advent, we’ll talk about how we live in expectation of that day with readiness, with heads lifted high, 
and with hope and endurance.  We’ll be prepared not only to celebrate the coming of our Lord as the Babe of 
Bethlehem, but also to anticipate His return with the greatest joy and desire.  Rejoice, dear Christians!  Christ is 
coming soon! 

Join us each Wednesday evening during Advent at 5:00 pm for potluck soup suppers, and 6:00 pm for the services. 

November 30th (Pastor Walla) – “Wake, Awake!” 

December 7th – Christmas Cantata 

December 14th (Pastor Woodside) – “Your Redemption is Drawing Near!” 

December 21st (Pastor Walla) – “The Night Will Soon Be Ending!” 

 Watch therefore, for 
you know neither the day 

nor the hour.   
Matthew 25:13 



CHILI COOK OFF & SILENT AUCTION 
Sunday, November 20 

5:00 - 7:00 PM 

Support Bethel LYF! 10% of proceeds are set aside for mission projects selected by Bethel youth. 
The remainder defrays cost for Bethel youth to attend retreats, gatherings, conferences, camps 
and other activities.  

Our handbells and choir have already started working on our music 
for our 2nd Bethel Christmas Cantata on December 7.  If you would 
still like to sing with us, it’s not too late to join us!  Please come to 
practices on Wednesdays at 7.   If you can’t make it to all practices 
but still would like to sing with us and would like to take the music 
home, just let me know and I can get you some music to take home. 

In addition to our choir and handbells music, we have a couple of 
pieces of music that would be great for some youth voices to 
contribute to.  If there are any youth (ages Kindergarten to …… young 
at heart) that would like to sing with the choir for our Christmas 
cantata please contact Kim Dolajak or Becky Emter 
(kdolajak@gmail.com and rebeccaemter@gmail.com) and give us a 
good email address where we can send home practice materials.  We 

will do similar to what we did last year and email out practice tracks for the youth the practice at home.  We will have a 
practice for all groups November 30 at 6:45pm (after Advent Service) 

We look forward to ringing and singing the praises of our Savior on December 7. 

In Christ, Kim Dolajak (kdolajak@gmail.com or 701-391-6619) 
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Packing Party:  Saturday Nov 12th @ 1 pm.   
 

Dedication Sunday:  Sunday, November 13th.  
 

Questions? Tanya Guthmiller (701-202-4450) 

MAKE A GREAT CHILI? 
Calling all chili makers! We would love to have six or 
more chilies for people to try! Chili makers admitted 
free. Reserve your spot by contacting Pat Sebastian 
(patsebbis@aol.com, (701) 471-3289). Come as you are 
or pick a theme, decorate and dress up!  
 

LOVE CHILI? 
$5/person.  Enjoy as much chili as you wish. You will 
receive a new bowl each time you refill. Vote for your 
favorite chili and for favorite decorated booth. 
 

DON'T LIKE CHILI? 
Hot dogs and condiments will be served. $1 each.  

DESSERT? 
Build your own brownie sundae. $1 each. 
 

LOVE GREAT DEALS? 
Gift baskets, event tickets, baked items, craft 
items...the youth appreciate your creative 
contributions to the silent auction. All Bethel families 
are invited to be bring items for the silent auction. They 
can be left with Jen in the church office or in the Jericho 
Room. No white elephant items, please.  

mailto:kdolajak@gmail.com
about:blank


Please join us in studying God’s Word and supporting one another as the body of Christ! 

➢ Sunday Morning Bible Study:  every Sunday morning between services, you are invited to a 
Bible Study led by Pastor Walla or Pastor Woodside in the Fellowship Hall.   In November, we 
continue our study on Apologetics: “How Can I Defend My Faith?”.  *LIVESTREAMED on 
facebook.com/bethelbismarck/live 

➢ Tuesday Evening Bible Study: held on Tuesdays at 6 pm at Shepherd of the Valley.  This study is for 
all ages and is meant to be another Bible learning opportunity beyond Sunday mornings.  We are 
reading the book of James.  NO CLASS on Tuesday, November 8th as Pastor Woodside will be 
attending a funeral. 

➢ Middle School Youth Group:  All Bethel and Shepherd of the Valley Middle School 
students  (grade 5-8) are invited every third Sunday to a time of Bible Study, food, friends, and 
games. We will meet November 13 at 1 pm @ SOTV.  Come along and join us. Bring a friend!  
RSVP to pastorwoodside@gmail.com or text to 951-217-3385 

➢ High School Sunday Game Group:  Will not meet in November. 

➢ Wednesday High School/Post High School Bible Study:  led by Pat Sebastian and Mandy 
Galster meets in the Jericho Room and on Zoom every Wednesday at 8 pm.  Arrive at 7 pm and 
join us for activities, food and fellowship!  Contact Pat Sebastian (701) 471-3289 / 
patsebbis@aol.com to receive weekly updates via text. 

➢ Senior Potluck Gathering: Join other Seniors for a potluck lunch followed by Bible Study on the 4th 
Tuesday of each month at Noon (November 28).   

➢ Men’s Network Breakfast & Bible Study:  meets the third Saturday of each month, rotating 
between the Bismarck-Mandan LCMS churches.  Join other men in our community for great food, 
Bible Study and conversation with brothers in Christ from sister congregations.  We will continue 
to discuss Science and Faith.  (November 19 @ Messiah) 

➢ Women’s Friday Morning Bible Study: meets weekly on Fridays at 10 am.  All women of the 
congregation are welcome to join in a study entitled “Prayer: We Speak to God”.  Please contact 
Kristi Dilger (701-400-2172 or kriz21@yahoo.com)for more information. 

Women’s Evening Bible Study: meets this month on Monday, November 7th at 6:30 pm.  We are 
reading the book “Grace Under Pressure.”  Contact either Sue Wolfgram at 701-460-0229, or Kim 
Kuhlmann at 701-320-0493 for more information or if you need a book. 

➢ Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML):  all women of the congregation 
are invited to the monthly meeting and Bible study held the second Monday of the 
month at 6:30 pm.  (November 14) 

➢ Comfort Quilt Work Day: meets monthly, typically on the third Saturday (This month we meet 
Saturday, November 12th from 9:30 am-12:30 pm).  We match fabric, cut squares, and sew quilts.  
These lap sized quilts are being made especially for members of the Bethel family who are 
experiencing difficult times.  If you know of a member who could use some additional comfort, 
please contact Contact Sue Hartley-Wolfgram 701-460-0229 (blessingspreserved@yahoo.com). 
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The Young Investors (Y.I.) Club helps children learn the value of saving, spending and sharing money—while 
empowering ministry through the Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF).  With an investment of just $25 to open 
LCEF’s Y.I. StewardAccount, young investors become a Y.I. Club member.  

Forms and additional information are available on the bulletin board in the hall. If you wish to deposit less than 
$25, contact Pat Sebastian (471-3289) and she will assist you. 

Benefits & Features 
• Minimum of $25 to open the account 
• Premium interest rates ($25-$1,000 2%)  (Recent rate increase to 1.25% for over $1,000)  
• Interest compounded and paid monthly 
• Savings that grow with your child, while remaining accessible 
• Checks and Visa® debit card available to custodian 
• Debit card available to your child at age 16 
• Opportunity to make additional investments with checks or Y.I. Stamps 

• Ages 7-18: 
 Extra credit in investment for good grades (form available on tie-dye bulletin board) 

 Extra credit in the investment for community service (form available on tie-
dye bulletin board) 
• High school seniors - Take Heart scholarship 
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Thirty-three bottles of honey were purchased on 
October 9 and 16. It is NOT TOO LATE to purchase a 
bottle of honey and change the life of a child. 

To purchase an 11 oz. bottle of honey ($10 suggested 
donation), and provide hope and healing for a child at 
the Ranch, complete the form at 
www.dakotaranch.org/ORDERHONEY or  use the QR 
code to place your order online.  Honey orders must be 
placed by November 30, 2022. 

Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch is a Christ-centered 
residential treatment and educational center for 
children and their families. We help the most troubled, 
complicated and amazing kids by providing best-in-class 
psychiatric therapy and trauma-informed care, where 
we look kids in the eye, walk with them, and help them 
become their best selves. 

Date Lesson Title Bible Text 

11/6 Crossing the Red Sea 
Exodus 13:17-
15:21 

11/13 
God Provides Manna, 
Water, & Quail 

Exodus 16-17 

11/20 
The Ten 
Commandments 

Exodus 19:1-
20:21 

11/27 NO CLASS – THANKSGIVING WKND    

NOVEMBER MEMORY VERSE:   
In my Father’s house are many rooms.  If it were not 
so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place 
for you?  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again and will take you to myself, that where I 
am you may be also.  John 14:2-3  

Sunday School News 
Any questions, please contact Sunday School Superintendent, Kristy Dahl 
at 226-9480 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER MEETING  
Pastor Walla will lead a Sunday School 
Teacher meeting on the first Sunday of the 
month at 12:30 pm (November 6).  We will 
discuss the upcoming lessons and any questions or concerns 
that arise.   

Learn more at https://
lcef.org/young-
investors-club/ 

Save the Date: 

Sunday, December 18th  

@ 2 pm 

https://lcef.org/young-investors-stamp-program/
about:blank


SUNDAY MORNING 
HIGH SCHOOL 
BIBLE STUDY   
“And He is before 
all things, and in Him all things hold together. And He 
is the head of the body, the church. He is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in 
everything He might be preeminent.” Colossians 1:17-
18 

We continue the "In All Things" theme in Sunday 
morning high school Bible study. Studies focus on 
several of the forty end goals that are part of the Seven 
Practices of Healthy Youth Ministry. During November 
we will continue talking about Christian Community: 

REFRESHMENT SUNDAYS SIGN-UP is 
available on the youth bulletin board! 
Families with students in grades 6 and 
up are encouraged to sign up to serve 
LYF refreshments the third Sunday of 
the month.  Responsibilities include 
making coffee, bringing/serving 
refreshments for 100-120 people and 
clean-up. 

 

HIGH SCHOOL/POST HIGH 
SCHOOL STUDY   Students 
entering grades 9-12 and young 
adults are invited to Bible study 
and discussion, reading a Psalm, 

prayer and snacks every Wednesday, 8 PM, in the 
Jericho Room. High school and post-high schoolers are 
welcome to join us at 7 PM, or whatever time fits their 
Wednesday evening schedule. Friends are always 
welcome. If you cannot join us regularly, join us when 
you can! If you cannot arrive by 8 PM, arrive when you 
can! If you want a ride, directions or the Zoom meeting 
ID, text Pat Sebastian (701) 471-3289 or Mandy Galster 
(701) 425-1794. A Zoom meeting option is available 
each week. 

Those who arrive early can choose from a variety of 
activities, if they wish, and enjoy snacks and 
conversation until 8 PM. On a “routine” Wednesday we 
begin our weekly time of Bible reading and discussion 
at 8 PM and close with reading a Psalm pre-selected by 
a student and prayer by 9 PM. Attendees are welcome 
to stay longer for conversation and snacks if their 
schedule allows. 

Attendance on October 5 totaled fifteen high school 
and young adults, including Katy Heidrich who recently 
moved to Texas to attend the Director of Christian 
Education program at Concordia University, Austin, TX. 
Katy regularly joins us via Zoom. We recently began a 
weekly activity where a volunteer brings a mystery item 
and challenges us to guess the item in twenty yes/no 
questions. Sometime, there are “shenanigans” when 
asking the questions! We outgrew the Jericho Room on 
October 12 with twenty-one people present when the 
“mystery item” was the Wednesday night group from 
Zion. 

Our study of the book of Proverbs will wrap up 
November 2. On November 9 we will fold boxes, 
sharpen pencils and other activities to prepare for the 
November 12 Operation Christmas Child packing party. 
The topic(s) for November 16, 23 and 30 will be decided 
soon by the group.  

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP  
All Bethel and Shepherd of the 
Valley Middle School students 
(grade 5-8) are invited to a time of 
Bible Study, food, friends, and 

games.  We will meet November 13 at 1 pm @ SOTV.  
Come along and join us. Bring a friend!  RSVP to 
pastorwoodside@gmail.com or text to 951-217-3385 
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Youth News 
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Martin Luther School News 

A Plan for the Future 
Results from our strategic planning meeting 
 

We were pleased with the input that was shared from not 
only the people present at the meeting, but also through the 
survey sent out prior to the meeting. Below is a summary of 
what was gathered as our strengths, weakness, opportunities, 
and threats. 
 

Strengths 
• Christ-Centered  This is first and foremost our mission as 

a Lutheran School. It is our privilege and joy to have Christ 
as our focus. 

• Classical education  We received overwhelming 
appreciation for the new model of classical education.  

Other areas of strength that were noted 
 Staff trained, like minded, teaching staff community 
 Lutheran Ed/ practice/ religion woven throughout 
 Preschool options 
 

Weaknesses 
• Enrollment  Targeting our LCMS families. We realized 

that increasing enrollment was the key to helping us 
meet many of the other goals or strengthen some of our 
weaknesses. 

• Marketing  We have a great product, but we need to find 
a way to let others know about it 

• Facility  We are somewhat land-locked at this time, but 
before we can move forward to add to or change our 
facility, the enrollment needs to increase. 

• Middle school  Suspending the middle school grades did 
not help with our enrollment.  We know that many 
parents want to have their children continue on through 
the middle, if not even through high school. Bring back 
the middle school is crucial to our growth, as well as 
continuing the classical model. 

 

Opportunities 
• Marketing  While labeled as a weakness, it also is a great 

opportunity as we haven’t truly developed an intentional 
marketing plan. Think of what could happen if we did! 

• Tuition assistance  Developing a tuition assistance 
scholarship model based on models that have been 
successful at other schools. 

• Facility needs  Again, a weakness, but if we consider what 
could happen if our numbers increase, additional space 
could become a real and feasible possibility. 

• Current direction of education  Many parents are looking 
for an alternative to public education due to our current 
culture, as well as what is being taught and how. 

 

Threats: 
• Funding/tuition  Tuition will always be an issue and we 

need to look at different ways to supplement it 
• Our current post-Christian culture  Christianity is not 

always well received in society 
• Prioritization of Christian education  Parents often don’t 

understand the blessing of Classical Lutheran education, 
and that it is worth investing in for their children 

Main areas of focus 
determined 
After much discussion, we 
evaluated what goals we 
would like to achieve and 
how we would reach them.  
We came up with the 
following key result areas of 
focus for the next 1-3 years. 

 

I cannot emphasize in importance of parental involvement in 
helping MLS reach these important goals.  Just as we came 

together to look for solutions, we will need to come together 
and share the gifts and talents that God has given us in order 
to make these dreams become reality. 
 

Increase Enrollment 
We realize that reaching any of the other goals mentioned 
hinged on increasing enrollment, so that was one of our first 
steps. 
Sharing the blessing and opportunities of MLS with 
• our own LCMS families 
• other churches in our Bismarck/Mandan communities 

(Continued on page 9) 

IMPORTANT MLS DATES 2022-23 
Nov. 6-8 Book Fair/Parent Teacher Conferences 
Nov. 10-11 NO SCHOOL Veterans Day break 
Nov. 23 Early dismissal 1:00 
Nov. 24-25  NO SCHOOL Thanksgiving break 
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BOARD MEETINGS  The 
Bismarck-Mandan 
Lutheran School 
Association (BMLSA) board 
of directors meets on the 
third Tuesday of each 

month at 6:30 pm.  If you have any comments to share at 
the meetings, please contact the school board, Christine 
Kleven (701-391-2289), Art Ziemann (701-667-1776) or 
Wendy Buck (701-391-1189) Bethel’s representatives, for 
more information. 

www.mlsclassical.org 
office 701-224-9070 

Mark your 
Calendars! 



• the community at large 
 

Marketing: 
One of the biggest missed opportunities we realize is that we 
need to let people know we are here and who we are! 
• Invest in and develop an intentional marketing plan 
• Rebranding to fit the new identity as we delve into 

classical Lutheran education and to assist with name 
recognition 

 

Tuition assistance 
The added cost of tuition for many families is truly a burden.  
We will plan a more secure and efficient tuition assistance 
model which will explore an endowment or foundation that 
will help establish a more secure form of tuition assistance 
• Grants 
• Online giving 

• Having our congregations be more 
involved 

• Private businesses be sponsors 
• Multi-child discounts 
 

Opportunities will be made available in the coming weeks 
for volunteers to come forward and take on some of the tasks 
needed for these key areas.  If there is an area that you have 
a particular interest in addressing, please contact Mrs. 
Wolfgram at wolfgram@lutherschools.org or talk with Julie at 
the school office 224-9070, and we will include you in the 
action that will be taking place. 
 

What a joy to know we have a plan to help us all move 
forward in the same direction!  I believe that the Lord has 
great things in store for Martin Luther School, and I KNOW 
that the desire to help us take action has been fanned into 
flame. -Denise Wolfgram, Principal 

(Continued from page 8) 
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Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 

ALL ladies of Bethel are invited to join 
the LWML!  Next meeting: 

November 14th at 6:30 pm 

WE WILL PRAY FOR YOU  If you could 
use some prayers, the Bethel LWML 
women are here to pray for you.  Call/
text Dawn Carpenter at 701-226-7810 
to add your prayer request to the 
LWML prayer chain.   

The mites collected by the Bethel LWML go to support 
missions in our district, the nation and the world (like that 
featured below).  The LWML set the big Mite Box out in the 
card nook or bring your mites to our monthly meeting.   

LWML’S MISSION OF THE MONTH:  Mercy House 
Belize Lutheran Campus Seine Bight, Belize — 

Christ 
Lutheran 
Church, 
the first 
Lutheran 
church in 
Belize, was 
established 
in 2019 by 
The 
Lutheran 
Church—
Missouri 
Synod and 
Belize Mission Society. A new Mercy House on the 
Belize Lutheran Campus will help fill people in the 
coastal village of Seine Bight with physical and spiritual 
food. School children and their families will be blessed 
by the activities and services this building will be able to 
accommodate. Learn about it at www.lwml.org/2021-
2023-mission-grant-21.  

Mites = Missions 

The Lutheran 
Women’s 
Missionary League 
(LWML) ASSEMBLY 
OF LEADERS 
training sessions 
were held in October, 2022 in St. Louis, Missouri.  The 
theme for the gathering was “Adventures in Equipping 
Leaders” based on the Scripture verses from Hebrews 
13:20-21.  The three-day workshop included worship 
services, general informational sessions, and break-out 
sessions covering relevant topics such as technology, 
LWML resources, and the mission grant selection 
process.  

The North Dakota District was represented by Rev. 
Michael Suelzle, Jr., Pastoral Counselor; Ali Arndt, Vice 
President of Communications; Miki Peterson, Vice 
President of Servant Resources; and Kim Kuhlmann. 

The Assembly of Leaders attendees from North Dakota 
will be offering training that is open to women of the 
LCMS Church in North Dakota at a later date. 

Children in the program begin their meal with 
prayer and thanksgiving for this gift that our Lord 
and Savior has given them. 

mailto:wolfgram@lutherschools.org
http://www.lwml.org/2021-2023-mission-grant-21
http://www.lwml.org/2021-2023-mission-grant-21


THE FALL COLORS absolutely delight me!  Though by the time you are reading this 
month’s MSLN update many of the trees in our ND & MNN districts will have lost 
their leaves – I decided to mention them anyway because every fall they bring 
worship to my heart and lips! “For what can be known about God is plain to them, 
because God has shown it to them.  For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal 
power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the 
world, in the things that have been made.  So they are without excuse.” Romans 
1:19-20.  I often ask how anyone can look at the beauty and design of the created 
world and not know there is God?  The answer is found in the preceding verse 
which states that they intentionally “suppress the truth”.  But we continue to 
proclaim it! 

Please continue to share information about our LCMS “Main Street Living” media ministry with others.  In addition to 
being broadcast each Sunday morning, you can view archived programs anytime at www.mainstreetliving.com – 
then click on the link under the picture identified as “Fargo.” 

Thank you for your needed financial support!  Checks may be sent to “Main Street Living NORTH,” 821-5th Ave S, 
Fargo, ND 58103, or donate by Credit Card or your PayPal account on the website. God’s blessing in Christ! 

-Ken Koehler / MSL North Volunteer Coordinator 

“MSL North” Programs for November 2022: 

• November 6:  Rev. Timothy Stout, St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Sawyer, ND, St. Martin’s Lutheran Church, Anamoose, ND, 
and St. John’s Lutheran Church, Kongsberg, ND, presents the message: “Saints of God” based on Luke 20:27-40. This Is The 
Life” program: “Like Father Like Son” - A father’s example leads to his son making questionable choices at school. 

• November 13:  Rev. Christopher Neuendorf, Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Bottineau, ND. St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 
Rugby, ND, and Immanuel Lutheran Church, Willow City, ND, presents the message: “Faith Faces Fear: Our Redemption 
Draws Near” based on Luke 21:28. This Is The Life” program: “Families Come First” – A man contends with the demands of 
his career, promotion, and his vocation as a father. 

• November 20:  Rev. Philip Beyersdorf, St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Minot, ND, presents the message “Why Be 
Unprepared?” based on Matthew 25:1-13. “This Is The Life” program: “Conspiracy of Silence”  - A husband and wife come 
to grips with a terminal illness. 

• November 27:  Rev. Rick Jones, Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch, Minot, ND, presents the message: “Always be prepared … for 
the Day of the Lord” based on Romans 13:8-14. “This Is The Life program: "“Big Account”  An advertising agency art 
director learns the impact of his work on his family and others. 

 

“MAIN STREET LIVING” is a locally produced TV program that includes a 30-minute worship service led by participating pastors 
of the Minnesota North and North Dakota Districts of our LCMS, along with a 30-minute Lutheran Hour program (normally 
“This Is The Life,” along with occasional church-season specials). 

Programs are broadcast starting at 10:00 am Central Time / 9:00 am Mountain time on the following WDAY XTRA Channels: 

Fargo-Moorhead  WDAY Xtra Channel 6.3 
Grand Forks  WDAZ Xtra Channel 8.3 
Bismarck/Dickinson KBMY Xtra Channel 17.3 
Minot/Williston KMCY Xtra Channel 14.3 

Please check your cable and satellite providers for the corresponding channel on your system. MSLN programs are also 
archived for one year and can be viewed at any time on www.mainstreetliving.com then click on “North (Fargo)”. 

“Main Street Living” Media Ministry—NOVEMBER 

10 
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Date Time Task Volunteer 

11/6  

8:30 AM  

Elder  

Kerwin Wolfgram 

Matthew Graves 

Usher  

Sue Hartley-Wolfgram 

Greg Sutheimer 

Acolyte Jack Agnew 

Videotape Bob Gordon 

11:00 AM  

Elder  

Mike Fagerland 

Adam Mathiak 

Usher 

Brandi & Michael 

Fagerland 

Acolyte Brayden Stai 

 

Organist Stefanie Jangula 

Altar Guild Herman & Sharri Galster 

Altar Assistant Cassie Miller 

Fellowship LWML 

Offering 

Recorder  

Shawn Heinle 

Bryan Guthmiller 

Dawn Carpenter 

11/7-11/13 
Prop Man 

Team  

Beryl Mogard, Scott 

Price, Greg Wanner 

11/13 

8:30 AM  

Elder  

Scott Schuh 

Darrick Wiest 

Usher  

Jessica Schuh 

Greg Sutheimer 

Acolyte Nehemiah Wiest 

Videotape Scott Tschaekofske 

11:00 AM  
Elder  

Gary Rath 

Chris Gergen 

Usher Daron Johnson Family 

Acolyte Colton Kleven 

 

Organist Micaiah Wiest 

Altar Guild  

Brandi Fagerland 

 

Altar Assistant Amiya Ell 

Fellowship Wutzkes and Bergquists 

Offering 

Recorder  

Brandenburg 

Blake/Cheryl Wiedrich 

11/14-11/20 
Prop Man 

Team  

Blake Wiedrich 

Kerwin Wolfgram 

Date Time Task Volunteer 

11/20  

8:30 AM   

Elder   

Herman Galster 

Kerwin Wolfgram 

Usher  

Acolyte Josiah Walla 

Videotape Daniel Dinger 

11:00 AM   

Elder   

Bryan Guthmiller 

Adam Mathiak 

Usher   

Bruce Link 

Joseph Baneck 

Acolyte Jaxten Stai 

 

Organist Tina Robinson 

Altar Guild Wes & Judy Loebs 

Altar Assistant Ava Rummel 

Fellowship LYF 

Offering 

Recorder   

Kathie Strum 

Sandi/John Fricke 

11/21-11/27 
Prop Man 

Team   

Adam Miller 

Matthew Graves 

11/24 

Thanksgiving  
9:00 AM   

Elder Darrick Wiest 

Usher Josiah Wiest 

Acolyte Nehemiah Wiest 

Videotape Alida Wiest 

Organist Eutimia Woodside 

11/2 

8:30 AM   

Elder  

Matthew Graves 

Herman Galster 

Usher  

Sharri Galster 

Clay Hoag 

Acolyte Jack Agnew 

Videotape Bob Gordon 

11:00 AM   

Elder  

Chris Gergen 

Mike Fagerland 

Usher  

Doug Miller 

Matt Burthold 

Acolyte Josiah Walla 

 

Organist Nola Emter 

Altar Guild Pam Holscher 

Altar Assistant Katie Tschaekofske 

Fellowship  

Offering 

Recorder  

Doria Burthold 

Mike Eldred 

Sara Schuh 

11/28-12/4 
Prop Man Bruce Link; Mike, 

11/30 

Advent 
6:00 PM  

Elder Scott Schuh 

Usher  

Paul Harron 

Gabe Harron 

Acolyte Colton Kleven 

Videotape Scott Tschaekofske 

Organist Linda Hoag 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
6:00p 
Evening 
Bible Study 
@ SOTV 

2 
5:15p Youth Bells 
5:30p Confirmation 
Supper 
6:00p Confirmation 
Classes 
6:00p Hosanna Bells 
7:00p Choir 
8:00p LYF/Post High 
School Bible Study 

3 
7:00p New 
Member 
Class 

4 
10:00a 
Women's 
AM Bible 
Study 

5 
8:00a Prop. 
Man. Mtg 

    

6 Daylight Saving Time Ends 
8:30a Worship w/Communion 
9:45a Bible Study & Sunday 
School 
11:00a Worship w/
Communion 
12:30p Sun School Teacher 
Mtg 
2:00p Congregational 
Assembly: Building 
Committee Update 
6:30p Take Heart 
 in Your Grief 

7 
10:00a 
Winkel 
5:00p Bldg 
Committee: 
Small Group 
Mtg 
6:30p 
Women's 
PM Bible 
Study 

8 Election 
Day 
6:00p 
Evening 
Bible Study 
@ SOTV 

9 
5:15p Youth Bells 
5:30p Confirmation 
Supper 
6:00p Confirmation 
Classes 
6:00p Hosanna Bells 
7:00p Choir 
8:00p LYF/Post High 
School Bible Study 

10 
7:00p New 
Member 
Class 

11 Veterans' 
Day 
10:00a 
Women's 
AM Bible 
Study 
11:30a Bldg 
Committee: 
Small 
Group Mtg 

12 
9:30a 
Comfort Quilt 
Work Day 
1:00p OCC 
Shoebox 
Packing Party 

13 OCC Shoebox Deadline 
8:30a Worship w/Communion 
9:45a Bible Study & Sunday 
School 
11:00a Worship w/
Communion 
1:00p Middle School Youth 
Group @ SOTV 
1:30p Education Mtg. 
2:30p Elder's Mtg 
3:00p Stewardship Mtg. 
4:00p Council Meeting 

14 
6:30p LWML 

15 
6:00p Bldg 
Committee: 
Small Group 
Mtg 
6:00p 
Evening 
Bible Study 
@ SOTV 
6:30p 
BMLSA 
Meeting 

16 
5:15p Youth Bells 
5:30p Confirmation 
Supper 
6:00p Confirmation 
Classes 
6:00p Hosanna Bells 
7:00p Choir 
8:00p LYF/Post High 
School Bible Study 

17  
7:00p New 
Member 
Class 

18 
  

19 
8:00a Men's 
Network 
Breakfast 
11:00a Bldg 
Committee: 
Small Group 
Mtg 

20 Hosanna Bells @ Bethel 
8:30a Worship w/Communion 
9:45a Bible Study & Sunday 
School 
11:00a Worship  
w/Communion 
5:00p LYF Chili  
Cookoff & Silent 
Auction 

21 
  

22 
12:00p 
Senior 
Potluck 
Gathering 
6:00p 
Evening 
Bible Study 
@ SOTV 

23 
8:00p LYF/Post High 
School Bible Study 

24 
Thanksgiving 
Day 
Hosanna 
Bells @ 
Bethel 
9:00a 
Thanksgiving 
Worship 

25 
  

26 
9:00a Church 
Decorating 

27 
8:30a Worship w/Communion 
9:45a Bible Study 
11:00a Worship w/
Communion 

28 
6:00p Bd of 
Outreach 
Mtg 

29 
6:00p 
Evening 
Bible Study 
@ SOTV 

30 
5:15p Youth Bells 
5:30p Advent Supper 
6:00p Advent Worship 
6:45p Choir & Hosanna 
Bells Combined 
Rehearsal 
6:45p Confirmation 
Classes 
8:00p LYF/Post High 
School Bible Study  2022 



 Monday-Thursday 
9 am-1 pm 

Closed Friday  

Please leave a message at  255-1433 or 
email secretary@bethelbismarck.com 

God’s Blessings to you on your 
special day!  We would like to list all 
birthdays and anniversaries each 
month.  If your name is not listed it 
means we do not have your 
information.  Please contact the 
church office so our records are up-
to-date and everyone can be listed 
in this section. 

1 Teghan Rath 
2 Paxton Miller 
3 Caden Schnaible 
 Trina Schnaible 
4 Kristie Dilger 
 Chuck Ortlip 
 Tyler Wagner 
 Rose Woodside 
5 Tanya Guthmiller 
 Betty Hopfauf 
6 Shannon Ziemann 
7 Linda Kjonaas 
 Paul Klebe 
8 Genevieve Trautmann 
9 Noelle Hathaway 
 Brenden Larson 
 Logan Larson 
10 Deland Galster 
11 Jennifer & Bradley 

Barnhardt (5 yrs) 
 Kristie Graves 
12 Doug Bauer 
 John Fricke 
14 Brandi Fagerland 
 Sharon Zastoupil 
16 Barbara Burgad 
  

17 Tracy Langlie 
 Doris Nordgaard 
 Tracy Price 
18 Emil Wanner 
19 Kaleb Mogard 
20 Bender Hoag 
 Larry Lang 
21 Abby Hyer 
 Elisha Peltz 
22 Casey Dolajak 
 Brett Morlok 
 Ron Mosbrucker 
23 Aidan Quirk 
 Adam Roeder 
24 Trudie Hushagen 
 MacKenzie Krause 
25 Raymond Gergen 
 Betty & Jerry Hopfauf (34 

yrs) 
 Aidan Odden 
 Mark Shannon 
26 Ronald Henke 
 Jill Rummel 
27 Joan Bohne 
 Abigail Gergen 
28 Barbara Bauer 
 Dianne Schaeffer 

29 Marissa Burthold 
 Marge & Tony Schwartz 

(36 yrs) 
30 Blaine Bergstedt 
 Charlotte Galster 
 Dennis Hughes 
 Elise Jangula 
 Norma Traxel 

This Month’s  

Readings 

Read the Entire Bible in 
One Year!  For last month’s 

readings, please contact 
the church office. 

Saturday, November 5 
8:00a Prop. Man. Meeting 
 
Sunday, November 6 
12:30p Sunday School Teacher 

Meeting 
2:00p Congregational Assembly: 

Building Committee Update 
 
Sunday, November 13 
1:30p Education Meeting 
2:30p Elder's Meeting 
3:00p Stewardship Meeting 
4:00p Council Meeting 
 
Monday, November 28 
6:00p Outreach Meeting 
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Council Meeting Minutes October 9, 2022 

b. September: Middle School- 17 attendance / Kick 
Ball- 25 attendance 

c. October: Com Maze Oct 16 / High School Group 
Oct 23 

d. November: Christmas Cards for Shut-ins (3rd 
Sunday), Bible Study (3rd and 4th Sunday)- 
Parables/Gospel of Mark 

e. December: Care bag packing for Middle School/ 
Bible Study 

f. Speaking at Higher Things in Minot March 2023 
g. School Board- Planning Meeting in Sept 
h. Staff Devotions and Chapel at MLS week of 10/10 

4. Young Families Hangout- Oct 1 5 

5. Apologetics Study Sunday Mornings- Bethel and SoTV 

6. Tuesday Bible Study: James 

7. Men's Network: 10/15 

8. Upcoming Events 
a. October 13: Philippians Stewardship Workshop 

at Messiah- attending 
b. October 22-22: "Love Abounds" Family 

Convocation - Closing Service 

President’s Report–Matt Burthold 

Matt reported that he has been working with Pat Sebastian 
on providing Haga Kommer information for the financial 
review of the youth account.  Kristy said that Pat has notified 
board of Ed that she has provided documentation to Haga 
Kommer. 

The next quarterly Voters’ meeting is scheduled for next 
Sunday.  Boards were asked to submit nominations for next 
year’s leadership positions to Jenny for the agenda. 

Vice-President’s Report –Doug Miller 

Doug is getting assistance from Gary Rath to find potential 
candidates for the Vice-President position. 

Pastor Walla shared an idea to help deal with the annual 
struggle in finding lay leaders.  His home church growing up 
would form a Nominating Committee that would begin 
approximately 6 months prior to elections and, with the 
anticipated vacancies in mind, begin to recruit volunteers.  
This would ease the burden of requiring the current leader to 
find his/her replacement. 

Education & Martin Luther School Report –Kristy Dahl 

Bethel’s Sunday School will hold the annual Christmas 
Program on Sunday, December 18th at 2 pm. 

Martin Luther School (MLS) recently held a strategic planning 
meeting.  The Board meeting this week will focus on those 
outcomes.  One of main focuses is the planned expansion of 
the middle school.  This year, they are holding 6th grade and 
plan to run 7th grade next academic year.  In order to support 
this expansion, the school needs to increase advertising and 
awareness to increase enrollment.  With donors giving 
generously at last year’s Mayfest, the funds are available to 
increase advertising but the Board is first considering 
rebranding the school.  The name “Martin Luther” School has 
some of the public confuse him with Dr. Martin Luther King, 

Present: President Matt Burthold; Vice-President Doug 
Miller; Jill Rummel, Treasurer; Kristy Dahl, Board of 
Education; Mike Fagerland, Board of Elders; Kristi Dilger, 
Board of Outreach; Blake Wiedrich, Board of Property 
Management; Paul Klebe, Board of Stewardship; Pastor 
Walla, Pastor Woodside and Jenny Tschaekofske 

At 4:30 pm, Doug Miller called the meeting to order.  Pastor 
Woodside led the meeting with an opening prayer. 

The September 2022 Council minutes were previously 
reviewed via email.  A motion was made, seconded and 
passed to accept the minutes as written. 

Pastor’s Report – Pastor Walla 

Average attendance in September was 184. 

Pastors Walla and Woodside attended the fall ND District 
Pastors’ Conference held in Minot.  The main speaker was 
from Lutheran Family Services from Iowa.  As a result of 
discussions at last year’s District Convention, our district is 
exploring developing a relationship with this organization 
which provides counseling resources.  A representative of 
this organization will also be speaking at the upcoming 
Family Convocation. 

A New Members class, offered on Thursday nights at 7 pm 
began in September.  Four individuals are in attendance. 

Next Saturday, along with the Men’s Network breakfast, 
Pastor Walla and lay representative Darrick Wiest will attend 
a virtual Circuit Forum.  They will be tasked with electing 
circuit delegates to next year’s Synodical Convention. 

Other upcoming events include a Stewardship Workshop on 
Philippians, Oct 13th at Messiah and the Family Convocation, 
Oct 21-22 at Bethel. 

On Sunday, October 23rd Bethel will host guest speaker Rev. 
Max Phillips who directs Lutheran Family Services.  Pastor 
Walla will preach in Underwood and Pick City to allow for 
their pastor, Rev. Schieber to have a vacation. 

Bethel has been honored to be chosen to participate in a 
synodical pilot project called “Set Apart to Serve” whose goal 
is to recruit new church workers.  We were nominated by 
District President, Rev. Ari Bertsch and will serve as one of 35 
congregations participating – one from each district.  Pastor 
Walla spoke with project coordinator, Rev. Dr. Baneck to get 
more information.  While pastors may serve in this role, 
ideally a Bethel lay person would coordinate these efforts.  It 
will involve some training/travel to St. Louis and participation 
in monthly synodical meetings all funded by the Synod.  The 
Council made a motion, seconded and passed to accept 
participation. 

Pastor’s Report – Pastor Woodside 

1. Pastoral Acts (August-Oct 9): Funeral (SoTV)- 2, 
Counseling- 1, Hospital Visits- 3, Shut in visits- 18 

2. Pastor conference — 10/3-10/4 in Minot 

3. Youth 
a. Teaching Confirmation 7th/8th Bethel and 
SoTV / Pastor Walla 6th grade  
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Jr.  Comments from the Bethel Council were not necessarily 
favorable of rebranding as the school has 27 years of history. 

Currently, tuition is the same for all grades K-6 with 
preschool at a higher rate.  Pastor Woodside did not know of 
any planned changes to differentiate grade school and 
middle school tuition rates.  However, with the potential 
need to hire additional staff for the 7th grade, tuition 
increases overall may be likely. 

Board of Elders’ Reports – Mike Fagerland 

Membership Changes:  Bonnie Mathias transferred in from 
Concordia Lutheran, Jamestown. 

The Board of Elders submitted their preliminary budget to 
the Council.  Discussion included whether the Social Crisis 
Assistance budgeted was historically transferred to said fund 
on an annual basis or if it was budgeted with the intent of 
being emergency support.  Also, the Board would like the 
Additional Church Worker budget transferred on an annual 
basis to said fund.  Upon Board request, Jill and Jenny will 
review the 2023 preliminary budget expenses to determine if 
the fund’s current balance supports two years of pastoral 
salary. 

Board of Outreach Report – Kristi Dilger 

The 40 Days for Life Fall Campaign began September 28th & 
goes through Nov. 6th. 

The board will be hosting a Pastor Appreciation fellowship on 
October 30th. 

They will be having a community Trunk or Treat on Monday, 
October 31 from 5 – 7 pm.  A signup is out for people to 
hosting a trunk or volunteer to help inside with treats. The 
Outreach board is challenging all other council boards to host 
a trunk and are also accepting donations of bags of candy to 
pass out. 

The board decided to use their ‘Adopt-a-Family or 
Missionary’ Fund for Rev. Travis & Stephanie Loeslie.  Pastor 
Travis was diagnosed with Huntington’s disease & had to quit 
the ministry.  He & his wife have 6 children & they live in MN.  

The 2023 Budget was turned in to Paul Klebe. 

Next Meeting: Monday, October 24 at 6 pm 

Property Management Report –Blake Wiedrich 

With the help of Scott Tschaekofske, Blake and Mike Lynk 
installed a new overhead projector and related cables to tie 
into the Fellowship hall’s sound system.  The screen was also 
moved to allow for more seating. 

Members of the Board have recently seen a decline in the 
quality of work done by our janitorial contractor, Pride.  Over 
the years, the turnover in supervisory staff has resulted in 
varying levels of quality.  Management of Pride has been 
contacted to communicate the concerns.  If overall work 
does not improve, the Board must consider other commercial 
cleaning services. 

The sprinkler system has been isolated and we are waiting 
for Ace Sprinklers to winterize the system. 

Blake continues to work with four contractors to obtain bids 
for new windows in the Fellowship Hall, kitchen, narthex and 
front offices. For a comparable style and quality, the current 
bids range from $29,000-32,000.  The Board of Property 

Management intends to include this work in 
any “Phase 2” building contract but will contract 
independently for this work if “Phase 2” fails to 
occur. 

Bethel’s facilities passed the annual fire inspection. 

Building Committee –Blake Wiedrich, Kristi Dilger, Matt 
Burthold 

The Committee welcomes Doria Burthold as a new member. 

The architect has submitted four new proposals for review.  
The Committee will be planning a Congregational Assembly 
to present these proposals. 

Board of Stewardship – Paul Klebe 

Two new potential volunteers have enquired about serving 
on a Recording team.  Paul will meet with them to 
demonstrate the required tasks. 

The Board of Stewardship has accepted Outreach’s challenge 
to provide a trunk for Trunk or Treat. 

After clarifications have been made on the Elders’ budget and 
with all boards’ information submitted, the full 2023 
Preliminary Budget will be presented at next Sunday’s Voters’ 
Meeting. 

Treasurer Reports –Jill Rummel 

The September Budget and Monthly Transaction reports 
were distributed – attached.  Jill and Jenny have been 
working with Doug Miller on Quickbooks to fix some 
problems with account balances.  An accounts payable 
account was created to manage expenses that do not occur 
on an annual basis but are funded in part annually (ie. 
National Youth Gathering).   

The Special Offering for Shepherd’s Hill has been partially 
disbursed.  Since the funds were deposited across two 
months, only those that have been reviewed have been paid 
(September donations).  A final check will be issued next 
month and mailed along with checks made out directly to the 
camp. 

A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve the 
reports. 

USBank has issued the requested credit card for Pastor 
Woodside.  The credit limit increase is pending. 

Other Business- Kristi Dilger was informed by a member of 
Messiah that the ND District retains a percentage of 
donations to send to Synod before disbursing funds to 
Shepherd’s Hill.  To avoid this deduction, members are 
encouraged to donate directly to the camp.  [Note: the 
District Office was contacted by Bethel staff for clarification 
and NO deductions are made to donations directed to 
specific agencies.  However, a percentage is retained for the 
Synod from all general giving.] 

The next Council meeting is scheduled for Sunday, November 
13th at 4 pm. 

The next Voters’ meeting is scheduled for Sunday, October 
16th at 1 pm following a noon potluck. 

The meeting was closed in prayer led by Pastor Walla. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Jenny Tschaekofske 
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Q4 Voters’ Meeting Minutes October 16, 2022 

The October 16, 2022, Quarterly Voters’ meeting was called to 
order at 1 pm by Congregational President Matt Burthold.  
Pastor Jonathan Walla led with an opening prayer.  In 
recognition of “Pastor’s Appreciation” month, Walla expressed 
his appreciation to the congregation for honoring the pastoral 
office in our gladness in hearing the Word of God. 

New Voting Members: Lyle & Doris Anderson, Doris Nordgaard 

The July 17, 2022 Quarterly Voters’ Meeting Minutes were 
approved by the Voters.  

Pastor’s Report – Pastor Walla 
The Walla family was able to take a vacation to MN in 
September.  While there, they worshiped with Faith Lutheran, 
Silver Bay, MN.  The guest preacher at Bethel that week was 
Rev. Jon Bonine, Shepherd’s Hill of the Crossroads camp.  
Pastor Walla thanked the congregation for welcoming Pastor 
Bonine and for the special offering given to support the camp. 

A virtual Circuit Forum was held on Saturday with Pastor Walla 
as Bethel’s pastoral delegate and Darrick Wiest as lay delegate.  
The intent of the forum was to elect Circuit delegates to the 
Synodical Convention to be held in July 2023 in Milwaukee, WI.  
Elected for lay delegates were Brad Christianson, Shepherd of 
the Valley (SOTV) and alternate, Tom Wyatt, Messiah.  Elected 
for pastoral delegate were Rev. Thomas Marcis, Jr, Zion and 
alternate, Rev. Walla. 

Bethel has been nominated as one of 35 congregations in the 
Synod to participate in a pilot project entitled “Set Apart to 
Serve.”  The LCMS has compiled training and resources to aid in 
raising up future church workers.  With over 50% of pastors of 
pastors set to retire in the next 10 years, the need for all church 
workers has become a priority. 

Pastor Walla has begun a New Members Class with four people 
in attendance. 

Next weekend Bethel will be the host location for the Love 
Abounds Family Convocation sponsored by the District.  The 
keynote speaker, Rev. Max Phillips, director of Lutheran Family 
Services will also guest preach at Bethel on Sunday, October 23.  
This will give Pastor Walla the opportunity to give Rev. Schieber 
of St. John’s, Underwood/Trinity, Pick City time off for vacation.  
These congregations are struggling financially and are in need 
of prayer and encouragement. 

Pastor Walla thanked 
• Herman & Del Galster for extending the gas line at the 

parsonage to allow for a gas stove to replace the failing 
electric stove.  This saved the church approximately 
$1,000. 

• Blake Wiedrich and the members of Property 
Management.  Blake and the teams spend countless hours 
caring for our property, calling contractors and organizing 
projects. 

• Mike Lynk for the countless hours retrofitting the church’s 
fluorescent light fixtures to LED.  All fixtures in the narthex, 
offices, bathrooms, fellowship hall and hallways have been 
completed and he has begun working in the classrooms.  

Each fixture takes 45 minutes to 1 hour to complete. 

• Kristi Dilger and the Board of Outreach for 
their great creativity around the church and in 

reaching out to the community.  The 55th anniversary picnic 
and Corn Hole tournament was a special event with great 
weather, food and fellowship. 

• Kristy Dahl and the Board of Education for their time in 
educating our youth, and all ages.  The implementation of 
the Lutheran Library for families has been a great project to 
get resources such as the hymnal, Bible, catechism, Book of 
Concord, and Treasury of Daily prayer into the hands of our 
youth and prepare them for daily life as they make their 
way in the world. 

• The Sunday School teachers for their commitment to 
“feeding” our youth and their sacrifice of their own Bible 
study time to do so. 

• The Videographers and musicians for all they do to support 
worship at Bethel. 

• Jenny Tschaekofske, administrative assistant for work done 
on the new Church Directory.  The book is currently at the 
printers and will be distributed soon. 

• The altar guild for pulling double duty, without complaint 
now that we have begun serving Holy Communion every 
week. 

• The many others unnamed who help him in his ministry.  

Pastor Walla spoke about the list of Membership removals to 
be discussed by the Elders.  The removal of membership is not 
to be taken lightly and while many efforts have been made to 
contact these individuals, they have either directly indicated 
their desire to be removed or, by many years of absence, 
essentially removed themselves from membership.  However, if 
there is anyone on the list whom you know and can provide 
current contact information, the Elders would like to reach out 
to them.  Also, if any of these individuals change their minds, 
we will gladly welcome them back. 

Board of Education/Martin Luther School– Kristy Dahl 
The Children’s Christmas Program is scheduled for Sunday, 
December 18th at 2 pm. 

Martin Luther School (MLS) recently held a Strategic Planning 
meeting guided by Rev. Zillinger.  The school is excited to be 
expanding their Middle School and with the successful Mayfest 
fundraiser, has financial means to increase advertising their 
Classical Education academic model. 

Board of Elders –Mike Fagerland 
Mike noted that the Elders have been experimenting with the 
Communion distribution procedures to make this portion of the 
worship service more efficient and the congregation was asked 
to provide feedback.  The Board is not considering changing any 
service times yet to allow for both the serving of Every Sunday 
Communion and adequate Education time between services. 

The Board of Elders presented the following list of people to 
remove from membership:Seth Emineth 
1. Timothy Ensrud; Taylor & Tyler 
2. Brandon & Amber Erhardt 
3. Katie Erling; Chevi Martell 
4. Clint & Bev Feland; Desirae 
5. Jonathan Fleischer; Rowan Daugherty 
6. Nancy Fleischer & Alex Cao; Forrest & Lily Cao 
7. Brian Galster 
8. Ranee Gienger & Ole Sletten; Katerina Gienger 
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9. Michael & Suzette (Fleischer) Huovinen; Joshua 
10. Andrew Jenks 
11. Diedre & Vincent Jensen 
12. Kelsey Johnson; Kylee & Logan 
13. Jeremy Jose; Jazlynn Jose, Keanna Nation & Madison Jose 
14. Teresa Jose; Samantha Stewart & Sasha Leuwer 
15. Joe Kapla 
16. John Kapla 
17. Brandy Keith; Jaycene 
18. Peggy & Darrell Kelsch; Carson Nordgaard 
19. Vera Khan; Shelton Kpogbah 
20. Andrew Kjonaas 
21. Ken Klein; Jasper 
22. Kristin & Emmitt Klein; Storie 
23. Morgan (Kleinjan) Hennessey  
24. Renee Klipfel; Brock Kiefel 
25. Diana Mack 
26. Jessica Magandy 
27. Tahnee & Nicholas Magnus; Nicholas 
28. Jana Maher 
29. McKenzie (Zittleman) Mahowald  
30. Roger & Robin Martin; Joseph & Garett 
31. Megan & Justin Martin; Caleb & Blake 
32. Tabatha Mesich 
33. Tammy Mesich 
34. Nick & Tia Metzger; Grayson 
35. Kari Miller; Haylee 
36. Paul Mindeman 
37. Jason & Lindsey Mittleieder; Myles 
38. Lisa Nrickwmandu; Liora Berrios, Keisha Williams, Harmony 

Nrickwmandu 
39. Steven & Stacey Sampson 
40. Chris & Jessica Schneider; Sophia 
41. Ronald Schuh 
42. Andrea Stern 
43. Matthew Strege 

A motion was made and seconded to remove the above list 
from the membership of Bethel.  In response to the question of 
how this list was developed, Mike Fagerland, Herman Galster 
and Darrick Weist explained the background.  Each Elder is 
assigned families alphabetically.  Over the last spring and 
summer months, each Elder made efforts to contact their 
assigned members, especially those families who have been 
inactive, to communicate our desire to care for them.  When 
current phone numbers or addresses were no longer available, 
contact efforts were made through social media often, with no 
response.  In other situations, the individuals have moved away 
and membership at Bethel is no longer practical.  With no 
further discussion, the vote was called and the motion passed. 

Board of Outreach – Candace Harron 
The Board thanked the picnic attendees for their patience at 
the 55th Anniversary picnic when food began to run low.  The 
great turnout at the event made it a success. 

The Board is highlighting the “40 Days for Life” event through 
the month of November. 

They plan to serve fellowship on Sunday, October 30th in honor 
of Pastor Appreciation month. 

A Trunk-or-Treat event is planned for Monday, October 31 from 
5-7 pm.  Members are asked to decorate the back of their 
vehicle and hand out candy in the parking lot.  Due to the cold 
weather at a previous Trunk-or-Treat, the Board learned that 
families also expected indoor activities.  This year, hot 

chocolate and popcorn will be available inside 
as well as games for those wanting to warm up. 

The congregation was reminded to read the 
announcements for more upcoming events. 

Property Management – Blake Wiedrich 
Blake expressed his appreciation for the Board of Property 
members for all they do on a weekly and monthly basis.  A 
special thank you was given to John Sebastian, who recently 
stepped down from the Board.  His help and wisdom were 
greatly appreciated.  The Board could use additional volunteers. 

 

These tasks/projects have been completed this quarter: 
• OSI’s contract to fertilize, treat weeds and spray for insects 

has been completed. 
• A fuel pump was replaced on the lawnmower. 
• Rabbits have been exterminated from the front yard. 
• The sprinkler system has been winterized. 
• Two security cameras, no longer under the 1-year 

warranty, have been replaced by Great Plains.  The third 
camera had been replaced previously but under warranty. 

• Scott Tschaekofske helped Blake and Mike install a new 
overhead projector and move the screen in the Fellowship 
hall.  The new unit is now integrated with the sound 
system. 

• Doors to the sanctuary have been lubricated and adjusted 
to better close. 

• An AC unit in the Fellowship hall had frozen up due to a 
clogged filter.  The issue was resolved. 

• The AC has been turned off in the sanctuary and fans 
turned on to push warm air down.  The system in the 
Education Wing will continue to operate back and forth 
from AC to heat until the cold weather remains. 

• The facility has passed the annual Bismarck Fire Inspection. 

Current and ongoing projects include: 
• Janitorial services provided by Pride have been declining 

due to improper supervision.  Management has been 
contacted to make improvements.  In the meantime, the 
Board has been tasked with getting volunteers for a “fall 
clean-up” to deep clean areas not covered under the 
contract. 

• Fluorescent light fixtures are being retrofitted to LED 
• Dakota Concepts has been contracted to perform crack 

sealing in the parking lot.  This was meant to occur in 
September however Blake will follow up. 

Blake continues to seek window bids for two areas:  the 
fellowship hall/kitchen/narthex/offices and the front/back of 
the sanctuary.  To clarify, it would be the single-pane glass 
windows behind the stained-plexiglass that are requiring 
attention.  Many are broken or have significant water damage 
and energy efficiency is a concern.  One complication in 
replacing the sanctuary windows is the unavailability of colored 
plexiglass.  The Board of Property Management intends to 
include this work in any “Phase 2” building contract but will 
contract independently for this work if “Phase 2” fails to occur. 

Board of Stewardship – Paul Klebe 
The 2023 Preliminary Budget was distributed (attached).  Paul 
highlighted the following: 

• These values are based on projections.  The Final Budget 
will be adjusted in January based on actual 2022 income 

(Continued on page 18) 
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and expenses.   

• A Preliminary Budget is necessary to be able to pay invoices 
in January before the Final Budget can be approved by the 
Voters in late January. 

• Elders:  items in blue represent expenses for the Assisting 
Pastor (Woodside) and are listed at 100%.  SOTV 
reimburses 50% shown on page one under income.  Other 
than cost-of-living adjustments, no major changes were 
made to this Board’s expenses. 

• Property Management:  maintenance costs continue to rise 
and thus more money was budgeted. 

• Education:  the youth expense lines have been combined 
for better accounting efficiency 

• Stewardship:  with the decline of the Badlands Mission, the 
Board is choosing to redirect those funds to Shepherds’ Hill 
camp.  The Financial Review, while shown to be the same 
as the 2022 budget for the review of two fiscal years, may 
be adjusted for the Final Budget.  This year’s review of 
youth finances is incomplete and has not been invoiced and 
therefore a more accurate value is not yet available. 

A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve the 
budget as presented. 

Treasurer –Jill Rummel 
The 3Q2022 Treasurer’s report was distributed to the Voters 
(attached).  Jill thanked the congregation for their patience as 
she continues to transition to this position.  She did note that 
while the Elders’ line for “Altar Supplies” is shown overbudget 
at 270% this line has been used interchangeably with “Worship 
Supplies” and together remains under budget.  (These lines will 
be combined for 2023.)  With no major issues and a margin of 
approximately $21,000 for the year, Bethel is doing well 
financially.  A motion was made, seconded and passed to 
approve the report. 

Jill asked the congregation to send her any questions or 
suggestions on ways to better show Bethel’s financial status. 

Vice-President’s Report – Doug Miller 
Doug is coming to the end of his second two-year term as 
Congregational Vice President and is thus ineligible for re-
election.  He is seeking his replacement and would love to visit 
with any capable candidate.  The congregation thanked him for 
his service. 

President’s Report– Matt Burthold 
The following were elected 2023 Church Officers: 

• Outreach – Kristi Dilger, chair; Candace Harron, vice-chair 

• Stewardship –Shawn Heinle, chair; Paul Klebe, vice-chair 

Per Bethel procedures, the following elected 2022 Board Vice-
Chairs will assume their respective Chair positions: 

• Elders – Herman Galster 
• Property Managements – Mike Lynk 

The Congregational Vice President and remaining boards’ chair/
vice-chair positions will remain vacant until the January 2023 

Voters’ Meeting. 

It was noted while Board vice-chairs succeed the 
out-going chair, this is not the case for 
Congregational President/Vice-President.  They 

(Continued from page 17) 
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Stewardship News 

APPROVED ENDOWMENT LIST 
Bethel’s Endowment Committee 
maintains a list of items (approved 
by the Voters) for memorials and 
bequests.  As money is given in 
honor or memory of a loved one, 
the funds are put in Bethel’s 

memorial funds.  You may give your gift to the 
Memorial fund (undesignated) or you may designate 
the money towards a specific item on the list. 

Approved Endowment 
Categories 

Approximate 
Cost 

 Amount in 
Fund (as of 
9/30/2022) 

Designated Memorials     

Building Fund on going  $102,639.57 

Sound System on going  $    4,012.99 

Altar on going  $    1,492.72 

Music Department on going  $       895.00 

Sunday School on going  $       280.59  

New Christmas Decorations  $  4,000.00   $       915.00 

Undesignated Memorials    $ 68,680.20 

Total Memorials   $178,916.07 

are elected on alternate years for two-year terms. 

Building Committee – Brett Morlok 
The Committee has recently received plans and estimates for 
four different options to renovate/expand the church.  
Tentatively, a Congregational Assembly will be scheduled for 
Sunday, November 6 to present these options.  Following that, 
the Committee will host small group meetings to encourage 
discussion and gain feedback. 

Brett reminded the Voters that they may contact the 
Committee members with any questions or concerns.  
Committee members include Matt & Doria Burthold, Kristi 
Dilger, Bob Kjonaas, Brett Morlok, Gary Rath, Ed Stern and 
Blake Wiedrich. 

Endowment Committee – Matt Burthold 
Via e-mail, the Committee has approved the following 
purchases: 

• Clock for the narthex, approximately $125 + tax, expended 
from Undesignated Memorials 

• Overhead projector with sound system connectivity, $750 + 
tax, expended from Sound System Memorial 

Other items - none 

The meeting was closed in prayer led by Pastor Walla. 

Respectfully submitted, Jenny Tschaekofske 



Your Board of 
Elders wants you to 
know if you have 
any needs, or 
questions, you can 
contact your elder 
at any time.  Your 
Bethel family truly 
wants to reach out, 
care for, and share 
the love of Christ!   

Elder Family 
Assignment 

Home 
Phone 

Cell Phone – 
texting 

available 

Gary Rath A-C - 701-471-9092 

Kerwin Wolfgram D-E - 701-270-2434  

Herman Galster F-G 258-0543 701-426-8044 

Chris Gergen H-I - 701-320-7272  

Bryan Guthmiller J-K - 701-202-3476 

Adam Mathiak L - 262-352-8763 

Darrick Wiest M - 701-426-1987 

Mike Fagerland N-R 258-8497 701-425-7448 

Matt Graves S 751-0540 701-240-4391 

Scott Schuh T-Z - 812-345-7075 

 
 
 

2022  
Elected  
Board 

Officers 

 
 

President of Congregation 
Matt Burthold 

 

Vice-President 
Doug Miller 

 

Treasurer 
Jill Rummel 

 

Education 
Kristy Dahl, Chair 

Vice-Chair—OPEN 

 

Elders 
Mike Fagerland, Chair 

Herman Galster, Vice-Chair 
 

Outreach 
Kristi Dilger, Chair 

Candace Harron, Vice-
Chair 

 

Property Management  
Blake Wiedrich, Chair 

Mike Lynk, Vice-Chair 

 

Stewardship 
Paul Klebe, Chair 

Shawn Heinle, Vice-Chair 
 

Our church boards are 
always seeking new 
volunteers to help in our 
mission of “Reaching, 
Caring and Sharing Christ.”  
Please contact any Board 
member if you are 
interested in helping! 
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Income 
January-September 

2022 2022 Budget Budget % 

Envelopes  $    287,783.65   $      361,624.00  80% 

All other  $      61,378.76   $      102,361.50  60% 

Total Revenue  $    349,162.41   $      463,985.50  75% 

Expenses    

Elders  $    208,809.57   $      289,379.70  72% 

Property Management  $      41,398.49   $        67,250.00  62% 

Education  $      18,165.99   $        45,201.00  40% 

Outreach  $        1,372.58   $          5,250.00  26% 

Stewardship  $      58,431.84   $        93,877.00  62% 

Total Expenses  $    328,178.47   $      500,957.70  66% 

Margin  $      20,983.94   $      (36,972.20)  

Bethel’s Quarterly Financial Report 

We are including a Financial Synopsis in the newsletter so you are 
aware of the financial position of Bethel.  Within our congregation 
God has blessed each one of us differently.  As you consider these 
figures and how God has blessed you, please keep in mind these 
words from St. Paul:  Remember this—Whoever sows sparingly will 
also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap 
generously.  Each man should give what he has decided in his heart 

to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  And God is able to 
make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you 
will abound in every good work.   2 Corinthians 9:6-8 

If you have any questions or concerns about Bethel’s financial information,  
please contact our Treasurer,  Jill Rummel (701-471-6230 or treasurer@bethelbismarck.com). 

NOTE:  There is a processing fee applied to each transaction (2.75% for credit cards and 1.00% for checking/
savings).  If you choose, you may offset Bethel’s fees at the time of your donation. 

The “Give+” mobile phone application is being replaced by a 
new app: “Vanco Mobile”.   

➢ Download the FREE app on your Apple or Android 
phone—OR– Click on the Vanco link on Bethel’s website 

➢ Make one-time or recurring donations using your debit/credit card or checking/savings 
account 

➢ Log in or donate as a guest 
➢ Securely and conveniently manage donations using Touch ID/Fingerprint, PIN or 

password 
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November Events 

6-Congregational Assembly: 

Building Committee 

Update 

12-Operation Christmas Child 

Shoebox Packing Party 

13-Shoebox Deadline/

Dedication 

20-Annual LYF Chili Cookoff & 

Silent Auction 

24-Thanksgiving Day Worship 

26-Church Decorating 

27-1st Sunday of Advent 

30-Midweek Advent Worship 

& Soup Supper 

 


