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her.  Nevertheless, the Lord has announced  
the promise of a Savior.  And as though  
to reach back through time to show  the  
fulfillment of this promise, there is Mary,  
standing and facing Eve.  Mary bears a soft  
smile on her lips and reaches with one  
hand to Eve’s cheek to comfort her.   
With her other hand, Mary has grasped  
Eve’s hand and pulled it to rest upon  
her pregnant belly, showing her the  
Lord’s faithfulness in sending the very  
Savior He had promised in the Garden.   
Christ, in Mary’s womb, is Savior for  
both of these women and for the  
entire world.  The painting is a  
wonderful piece of sacred art  
that brings pause to consider  
creation, fall, and redemption 
 – all captured in the baby  
promised to Eve and now  
residing in Mary.  Now when Mary  
learns that she is pregnant, she is  
also told that Elizabeth is expecting.   
And that’s likely why Mary made the trip  
all the way from Nazareth in the north  
to the hill country around Jerusalem.  If anyone would 
understand, it was Elizabeth.  As it turns out, Elizabeth 
understood much more than she could have on her own.  
There’s no way that Elizabeth could have known what she 
knew and said what she said apart from it being revealed by 
the Holy Spirit.   

Mary arrives at the house of Zechariah and Elizabeth, and 
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A Hand Upon Mary’s Belly Rev. Jonathan Walla 

Dear Saints, 

Two women stand and greet one another.  They each have 
wonderful news:  both are pregnant.  Yet amazingly, neither 
one of these women should be able to share such wonderful 
news.  Elizabeth…she is too old, and she has suffered the 
bitterness of years of being barren, unable to have children.  
Mary…she is too young, but what is more…she is a virgin.  
And yet, here they are, Elizabeth and Mary, relatives of one 
another, having the most wonderful reunion, each with a 
glow and radiancy to their faces, eyes lit up with joy and 
anticipation, and blessing God for the miraculous gift of 
these two babies in their wombs.  In Elizabeth’s womb:  John 
the Baptist, the forerunner of Christ.  In Mary’s womb:  the 
very Christ Himself, God in the flesh, Jesus our Lord. 

Mary had been visited by the angel, Gabriel, and learned 
that she would be the mother of the Messiah.  As impossible 
as it seemed, Mary received the Lord’s Word in faith and 
simply said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be 
to me according to your word” (Luke 1:38).  The angel had 
departed, and you can imagine how much there is for this 
young woman to ponder in her heart.  She is to be the 
mother of the Messiah!  Mary, the descendant of Eve, now 
carries in her womb the hope of all the earth – the offspring 
of the woman who would come to crush the serpent’s head.   

I’ve seen a painting that shows Mary standing not with 
Elizabeth, but with Eve.  The painting imagines these two 
women meeting, who in reality lived thousands of years 
apart.  The artist depicts Eve standing there with the serpent 
coiled around her ankle and holding the fruit of the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil, head bowed in sadness and  
guilt.  The remorse for having eaten of the tree which the 
Lord God had commanded not to eat from is heavy upon 
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upon her greeting, little baby John leaps in his mother’s womb.   
Just as God had said, that John would be filled with the Holy Spirit  
(Luke 1:15), so we see that an unborn child is given recognition of 
 His Savior.  As Jesus would later tell Thomas, “Blessed are those who  
have not seen and yet have believed” (John 20:29).  If there was any  
question as to the working of the Holy Spirit, this offers incredible clarity.   
“No one can say “Jesus is Lord” except in the Holy Spirit” (1 Cor. 12:3).  But with the Holy 
Spirit, an unborn baby 24 weeks along is able to have faith, recognizing the Lord. 

Elizabeth, too, is filled with the Holy Spirit, and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are 
you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb!” (Luke 1:41-42). 

It is as though Elizabeth now enters into that painting between Eve and Mary, and she stands 
there as though to interpret what is going on.  She makes the connection.  She, by the 
revealing of the Holy Spirit, is able to see that Mary is blessed among women, because she’s 
the very one spoken of in the protoevangelium – Genesis 3:15 – the first promise of the 
gospel.  These words, God had actually spoken as a curse upon the serpent, and yet in the 
ears of Adam and Eve, they were the sweetest words of good news to lift up their sad heads 
toward their salvation drawing near.  God said to the serpent, “I will put enmity between you 
and the woman, and between your offspring and her Offspring:  He shall bruise your head, 
and you shall bruise His heel.”  Mary is the woman spoken of there; the Offspring in her 
womb is the promised Savior, and Elizabeth can see it all. 

We are like Eve, standing in sadness and guilt, with our sin ever before us.  We’ve tried to run 
and to hide from the Lord…or at least to cover up our sin and make it seem like there’s 
nothing to see here.  We’ve tried to soothe ourselves by noticing everyone else’s sin, hoping 
to feel some relief that at least I’m not as bad as them.  And yet, all of our flimsy attempts 
have failed, and here we stand, heads hanging low, in sadness and in guilt, for we have fallen. 

But God’s Word comes to you to reach a hand to your cheek and grant you comfort.  The Holy 
Spirit, through the Scriptures, takes your hand and pulls it to rest upon the pregnant belly of 
Mary.  The Holy Spirit lifts your sad head and sad heart to the Lord – the faithful Lord – who 
keeps His promises and has had compassion upon you, dear children of Eve.  He opens your 
ears to hear that the Lord has also come for you.   

This very Lord who is the fruit of Mary’s womb has come for you and for all people.  He has 
entered into this sad world, weighed down by sin, and He has taken it all upon Himself.  He 
who knew no sin became sin for us, that in Christ we might become the righteousness of God.  
The Holy Spirit pulls your eyes to look upon the cross, and there see this very One hanging, 
crucified for you.  Dying for you.  Suffering the full wrath of God for all of Eve’s sin, and all of 
yours.  He’s there in your place.  You are forgiven.  It is finished.  Eve’s redemption is won.  
Your redemption is won.   

And now, put out your hand, and touch the nail holes.  Put out your hand and place it into His 
side.  See that the One who has died has also risen for you.  Do not doubt, but believe.  
Receive into your hand the very body and blood of Christ, and see that salvation has come for 
you.  See that the Lord has reached through eternity and come to you…to comfort you, to still 
you, to forgive you.  With your eyes, look through the sadness and the guilt and the fallenness 
of this world, and see that there is a day that is coming when the Lord will give birth to a new 
creation – a new heaven and earth – free from all of the fallenness and corruption.  And you 
will be there…standing with Mary and Elizabeth and Eve. 

As Elizabeth spoke to Mary, she said, “Blessed is she who believed that there would be a 
fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.”  Dear saints, so also for you.  Blessed 
are you who have been filled with the Holy Spirit, who have received in faith this very 
promise, and look to the coming of our Lord. 

In Christ, 

Pastor Walla 

(Continued from page 1) 



Advent 
Wednesdays @ 
5 pm 

Our CONGREGATIONAL 
ADVENT SUPPERS this year 

will be potluck-style soup and bread suppers.  A sign up 
sheet is available in the narthex for approximately six 
families to bring a pot of soup to share each 
Wednesday in Advent.  Others may bring bread, 
crackers or other side dishes and desserts to share.  
This is chance to catch a quick bite and chat before we 
prepare for Christ’s Coming in our Advent worship 
services at 6 pm. 
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Christ is Coming Soon 
Advent Midweek Series 2022 
What comes to mind when you hear the 
announcement, “Christ is coming soon”?  Does it bring 
you fear and anxiety?  Do you worry about the 
destruction on earth and signs that are described of the 
end times?  Are you filled with terror at the thought of 
standing before Jesus as the Judge on the last day?  
These concerns about the coming of Christ are common 
for Christians, but dear saints, Christ’s coming is good 
news – not bad news – for you!  During this season of 
Advent, we’ll talk about how we live in expectation of 
that day with readiness, with heads lifted high, and with 
hope and endurance.  We’ll be prepared not only to 
celebrate the coming of our Lord as the Babe of 
Bethlehem, but also to anticipate His return with the 
greatest joy and desire.  Rejoice, dear Christians!  Christ 
is coming soon! 

Join us each Wednesday evening during Advent at 5:00 
pm for potluck soup suppers, and 6:00 pm for the 
services. 

December 7th – Christmas Cantata 
December 14th (Pastor Woodside) – “Your Redemption 

is Drawing Near!” 
December 21st (Pastor Walla) – “The Night Will Soon 

Be Ending!” 

 Watch therefore, 
for you know neither 
the day nor the hour.   

Matthew 25:13 

A Christmas Cantata 
December 18 @ 4 pm 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
Light refreshments following the program 



The North Dakota District LWML will be offering the ADVENT 
BIBLE STUDY "No Stranger in a Manger" via Zoom at 10 a.m. 
on Saturday, Dec. 3, 10 and 17. You can access the materials 
from the Synodical LWML web site at www.lwml.org/posts/
long-bible-study/no-stranger-in-the-manger 

Join with members of the district as the Holy Spirit prepares 
us to receive Jesus through God’s faith- and hope-giving 

Word. ND District LWML District Counselors Rev. Chris 
Waldvogel and Rev. Mike Suezle will lead the study. 

Zoom Meeting ID is 831 2017 0918; Passcode is 
424462.   

4 

Dec 2022 
-Jan 2023 

POINSETTIAS will be displayed beside the altar 
for the Advent & Christmas season.   If you 
would like to donate funds for the plants you 
can mark your offering envelope for the 
“Flower Fund” or contact Sharri Galster (701-
258-0543) or Dawn Carpenter (701-226-7810). 

HOLIDAY RESOURCES  
If you are looking for 
high quality sacred 
Advent and Christmas 
music, tune into 
Lutheran Public Radio  
(https://

lutheranpublicradio.org/)  

Also, another worthy podcast is The Word of 
the Lord Endures Forever (https://
thewordendures.org/), a daily 15-minute 
study through God's Word, led by the Rev. Will 
Weedon. 

 

Advent and 
Christmas is the 
season to send 
greetings to all of 
your friends and 
loved ones.  Why 
not SEND SOME 
CHRISTMAS 
CHEER to one of 
our homebound members?  To help you, the 
LWML has a good selection of Christmas and 
greeting cards for sale in the Fellowship hall.  
Please contact the church office for an 
updated contact list of Bethel’s homebound. 

GREETING CARD MAKING PARTY  
The Board of Outreach would like 
to invite everyone, of all ages, to 
join us at Bethel on Saturday, 
Dec. 10 at 2 pm to make ‘Thank 
You’ cards to send to the 
caregivers in our community.  If 
you’d like to donate card making 

items, please contact Kristi Dilger (701-400-2172). 

 

All women of Bethel and Shepherd 
of the Valley are invited to a COZY 
NIGHT OF FELLOWSHIP, fun, and 
of course some tasty Christmas 
treats!  Bethel's LWML would love 
to welcome you to their December 
meeting on Monday, December 
12, at 6:30 p.m. at Bethel.  If you 
have a traditional family treat that you make during the 
holidays, please bring a sample to share as well as the 
recipe.  We may go home with a new family favorite!   

about:blank
about:blank
https://lutheranpublicradio.org/
https://lutheranpublicradio.org/
https://thewordendures.org/
https://thewordendures.org/


You have 
ANOTHER 
OPPORTUNITY to learn 
more about the four 
building renovation/expansion 
plans being discussed for Bethel.  

A Small Group meeting is scheduled for Sunday, 
December 4th from 2-3:30 pm. 

 
 
PASTOR ELI VOIGT has accepted 
a call to St. John Lutheran 
Church, Darien, IL, about 25 
miles from Chicago, IL. He will 
be installed Sunday, December 
4, 4 PM (after the Chicago Bears 
vs. Green Bay Packers 
game!)  Pastor Voigt served as 
pastor at Redeemer, Bagley, MN 
and associate pastor at Trinity, 
Bemidji, MN since 2019.  
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To our Bethel Family- 
THANK YOU FOR ALL 
YOUR PRAYERS as we 
continue Bruce’s 
leukemia treatment. 
God has blessed us with 
a treatment that is 
working well and we’re 
so grateful for your 
prayers. We miss you 
and wish you God’s 
blessings as we celebrate the birth of our Lord and 
Savior.  -Bruce and Kathy Levi 

For your prayers 

Thank you! 
500 Shoeboxes from Bethel will be 

given to children around the 
world bringing the Greatest Gift 

ever: JESUS! 

THANK YOU to Matt, Kristie, Andrew & Charlotte 
Graves; Linda Kjonaas; Bruce Link;  Pastor, Niccy, Josiah, 
Natalie, Jason & Nathaniel Walla; and Blake Wiedrich 
for helping decorate the church for the Advent and 
Christmas seasons.  We appreciate you! 

Christmas Eve Worship—4 pm & 7 pm 
Christmas Day Worship—9 am 

With Holy Communion 
CAN YOU HELP? As many families travel the week of 
Christmas, we have a few volunteer slots open to serve 
during our Advent, Christmas Eve and Christmas Day 
worship services.  Please take a look at our Volunteer 
schedule on page 14 to check if you are able to fill in.  
Thanks! 



If you are interested in attending this event, please contact Pastor Walla to coordinate rides. 
 

6 

Dec 2022 
-Jan 2023 

The next QUARTERLY 
VOTERS’ MEETING is 

scheduled for Sunday, 
January 15 at 12 noon. 

We will begin with a 
time of fellowship over 
a potluck lunch before 

getting into the 
business of the church. 

Please bring a dish to 
share and join us for 

the meeting! 

The 2023 CHURCH OFFICERS will be installed at the worship 
services on Sunday, January 8th.  That afternoon at 4 pm, 
the 2022 and 2023 Council Members are asked to attend a 
joint Council meeting to help ease the transition into the 
new year.  Please contact Matt Burthold if you are unable to 
attend. 

Thanks you to our lay leaders who graciously volunteer 
their time and talents to keep our congregation 
running smoothly.  You are God’s hands and feet as we 
strive to fulfill our mission of Reaching, Caring & 
Sharing Christ!  The following members have been 
elected to serve for the 2023 calendar year: 

President of Congregation: Matt Burhold (2-yr term ending 12/31/23) 

Vice-President: vacant 

Treasurer:  Jill Rummel (3-yr term ending 3/31/23) 

Education: Kristy Dahl, Chair; Alida Wiest, Vice-Chair 

Elders: Herman Galster, Chair; Chris Gergen, Vice-Chair 

Outreach:  Kristi Dilger, Chair; Candace Harron, Vice-Chair 

Property Management: Mike Lynk, Chair 

Stewardship:  Shawn Heinle, Chair; Paul Klebe, Vice-Chair 

Looking ahead to 2023... 
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Jan 2023 THANK YOU!  

from Bethel LYF for your 
support at the Chili Cook-off 

and Auction 
 

Bethel’s Organists: “Biker Gang” tattoos and 
all! 

Board of Outreach:  “Elvis” complete with 
photo opportunities and swag! 

Jim & Cindy Vollmer’s “Chuckwagon Chili”  

Martin Luther School:  “Classical” Chili by 
Rev. Les & Denise Wolgram 

High Schoolers: MarioKart 6th Grade: “Sound the Alarm Chili” including 
Blake Wiedrich as an honorary fireman (he had 
a red shirt on!).   

BEST CHILI  
By the Ell 

Family 

$1,732 was raised to 
defray the cost for Bethel 

students attending 
retreats, camps, 
conference and 

gatherings. 10%, or 
$173.20  will be used for 
mission projects selected 

by Bethel students.   

 

THANK YOU to all from 
the congregation who 

generously donated 70 
silent auction items! 

Special thanks to Keith 
and Pam Holscher who 

applied for and received a 
Thrivent action grant to 
purchase silent auction 

items. 

 

Thank you to Matt and 
Doria Burthold for 

counting the ballots! 
Thank you to Jen 

Tschaekofske for publicity 
for the event, receiving 
silent auction items and 
providing a “sneak peak” 

before the auction! 

 

With “chili” weather upon 
us, it’s a great time to  

start trying out recipes for 
the next chili cook-off/
silent auction Sunday, 
November 19, 2023. 

BEST 
DECOR 

7th8th Grade: Knights (& Queen & Princess) 
of the Rectangular Table 



The Young Investors (Y.I.) Club helps children learn the value of saving, spending and sharing money—while 
empowering ministry through the Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF).  With an investment of just $25 to open 
LCEF’s Y.I. StewardAccount, young investors become a Y.I. Club member.  

Forms and additional information are available on the bulletin board in the hall. If you wish to deposit less than 
$25, contact Pat Sebastian (471-3289) and she will assist you. 

Benefits & Features 
• Minimum of $25 to open the account 
• Premium interest rates ($25-$1,000 2%)  (Recent rate increase to 1.25% for over $1,000)  
• Interest compounded and paid monthly 
• Savings that grow with your child, while remaining accessible 
• Checks and Visa® debit card available to custodian 
• Debit card available to your child at age 16 
• Opportunity to make additional investments with checks or Y.I. Stamps 

• Ages 7-18: 
 Extra credit in investment for good grades (form available on tie-dye bulletin board) 

 Extra credit in the investment for community service (form available on tie-
dye bulletin board) 
• High school seniors - Take Heart scholarship 
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Date Lesson Title Bible Text 

12/4 Christmas Program Rehearsal 

12/11 Christmas Program Rehearsal 

12/18 Christmas Program Rehearsal 

12/25 NO CLASS—CHRISTMAS BREAK  

1/1 NO CLASS—CHRISTMAS BREAK  

1/8 
The Twelve Spies in 
Canaan 

Numbers 13-14 

1/15 
Entering the Promised 
Land 

Joshua 3:1-5:12 

1/22 The Fall of Jericho Joshua 6 

1/29 Deborah Judges 4-5 

DECEMBER MEMORY VERSE:   
But when the fullness of time had come, God sent 
forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to 
redeem those who were under the law, so that we 
might receive adoption as sons. Galatians 4:4-5 

Sunday School News  

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER MEETING  
Pastor Walla will lead a Sunday School 
Teacher meeting on the first Sunday of the 
month at 12:30 pm (NO meeting in 
December, the January meeting will be on the 8th).  We 
will discuss the upcoming lessons and any questions or 
concerns that arise.   

Learn more at https://
lcef.org/young-
investors-club/ 

As we get ready for the 
CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS 
PROGRAM on December 18th at 
2:00 pm, we plan to have 
rehearsals during Sunday School 
(9:45-10:45 am) on Dec. 4, 11, 
and 18.  Additionally, we have 
tentatively scheduled a 
rehearsal for Saturday, 
December 17th from 10-11 am. 
For all those who want to 
participate, it is strongly 
encouraged to attend all of 
those weeks.  We will be 
assigning parts on Dec. 4, so if 
you cannot make it, please send 
a note to Adam Mathiak 
(mathiaap@aol.com) and Kristy 
Dahl (dhlkidstm@yahoo.com), 
stating that your children intend 
to be in the program but cannot 
make it that day. 

The children will especially be working on two hymns, 
which they can begin working on at home!   

Hymn # 364  Away in a Manger (sung by children) 

Hymn # 370  What Child Is This stz. 1, 3 (sung by 
children) 

The kids should arrive between 1:30-1:45 pm on 
Sunday, Dec 18 for the 2 pm program.  

Rehearsals: 
• During class on 

Dec 4, 11 & 18 
• 10-11 am 

Saturday, Dec 17 
(if needed) 

 

Performance: 
Sunday, Dec 18  

@ 2 pm 

Any questions, please contact Sunday School Superintendent, 

Kristy Dahl at 226-9480 

https://lcef.org/young-investors-stamp-program/
mailto:mathiaap@aol.com
mailto:dhlkidstm@yahoo.com


WEDNESDAY NIGHT HIGH 
SCHOOL/POST HIGH SCHOOL 
STUDY  Students entering 
grades 9-12 and young adults 
are invited to Bible study and 

discussion, reading a Psalm, prayer and snacks every 
Wednesday, 8 PM, in the Jericho Room. High school 
and post-high schoolers are welcome to join us at 7 PM 
(after Advent worship), or whatever time fits their 
Wednesday evening schedule. Friends are always 
welcome. If you cannot join us regularly, join us when 
you can! If you cannot arrive by 8 PM, arrive when you 
can! If you want a ride, directions or the Zoom meeting 
ID, text Pat Sebastian (701) 471-3289 or Mandy Galster 
(701) 425-1794. A Zoom meeting option is available 
each week. 

Those who arrive early can choose from a variety of 
activities, and enjoy snacks and conversation until 8 
PM. On a “routine” Wednesday we begin our weekly 
time of Bible reading and discussion at 8 PM and close 
with reading a Psalm and prayer by 9 PM. Attendees 
are welcome to stay longer for conversation and snacks 
if their schedule allows. 

In December, we will be studying the book of Malachi.  
Even though we know nothing about the prophet 
Malachi apart from what we learn of him in this book, 
he was a contemporary of the prophet Nehemiah four 
centuries before Christ’s birth.  In four short chapters 
we peer into the future as Malachi and his people did. 
We are millennia closer to that “great and dreadful 
day.” Even so, come quickly, Lord Jesus. 

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION 
December 21 for high school/post 
high school 
 Everyone in grades 9 through 
young adult is invited!  
 Brush up on your Christmas 
facts as we compete in a 
Christmas Kahoot! 
 Gift exchange (no need to 
bring a gift!) 
 Christmas snacks 

 

THE SUNDAY MORNING HIGH SCHOOL BIBLE STUDY 
will not meet during December.  Students are 
encouraged to attend the adult Bible study or to watch 
the videos online (https://www.facebook.com/
bethelbismarck/videos). In January we will begin a four-
session study “Rest for the Weary: Sabbath and 
Identity.” Rest is a gift God gives His people!  We will 
begin by looking at Scripture that talks about rest 
including Matthew 11 where Jesus inviters us to come 
to Him to find rest for our souls.  

 

REFRESHMENT SUNDAYS SIGN-UP is 
available on the youth bulletin board! 
Families with students in grades 6 and 
up are encouraged to sign up to serve 
LYF refreshments the third Sunday of 
the month.  Responsibilities include 
making coffee, bringing/serving 
refreshments for 100-120 people and clean-up. 

 

COMBINED MIDDLE & HIGH 
SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP  All 
Bethel and Shepherd of the 
Valley students (grade 5-12) 
are invited to a time of Bible 
Study, food, friends, and 
games.  We will meet 
December 18 at 1 pm @ 
SOTV.  Come along and join 
us. Bring a friend!  RSVP to 

pastorwoodside@gmail.com or text to 951-217-3385. 

In January, the Middle School youth will meet on 
January 15th @ Bethel and the High School youth will 
meet on January 22nd @ Bethel. 

Youth News 
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Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 

ALL ladies 
of Bethel 

are invited 
to join the 

LWML!  
Next 

meetings: 
Dec 12th & 
Jan 9th @ 
6:30 pm 

The mites collected by the Bethel LWML go to support missions in our 
district, the nation and the world (like that featured below).  The LWML 
set the big Mite Box out in the card nook or bring your mites to our 
monthly meeting.   

LWML’S MISSION OF THE MONTH:  Lutheran Bible Translators’ Ministry 
Vehicle Fund, Ethiopia and Sierra Leone—Lutheran Bible Translators 
(LBT) uses literacy programs within the local language communities to 
give people the skills to read the newly translated Bible which results in a 
personal relationship with God. When they can read God’s Word in their 
local or heart language, they know that God speaks their language and 
hears their prayers. Local personnel in Ethiopia and Sierra Leone, 
identified as partners with LBT, help teach their people. The long 
distances between the language communities have treacherous and 
hazardous terrain. The money from this grant will help purchase robust, 
reliable vehicles. Trainers will be able to travel to God’s people who are 
waiting for the opportunity to learn to read the saving words of the 
Gospel in their heart language. This will impact multiple language groups 
in both countries. 

Mites = Missions 

A durable vehicle is needed as road erosion and 
potholes are a common sight in Africa and 
increases the wear and tear of a vehicle. 

The Bethel Lutheran Women's Missionary League 
(LWML) will be COLLECTING DONATIONS during 
fellowship on December 4, for Orphan Grain Train to 

ship a container of donations to the Ukraine.  The Orphan Grain Train Jamestown warehouse 
has been collecting donations of basic supplies to send.  We know that the cost of sending a 
shipping container has doubled in the last year, and we invite you to join us in supporting this 
local mission sharing the gospel around the world. 

 

Bethel LWML is holding a MEN'S GLOVE DRIVE to collect all sizes of 
men's winter gloves for Heaven's Helpers (701) Closet, a division of 
the Ministry of Heaven's Helpers soup cafe.  The purpose of 
Heaven's Helpers (701) Closet as a Christian ministry is to help 
individuals and families who are struggling to meet basic needs. 
They have identified a specific need for men's gloves of all sizes.  
Place gloves in the school bus box in the narthex by December 
12th.  
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Why I Am A Lutheran: 
Part 1 Rev. Justin Woodside 

As many of you know, 
although I was raised in the 
church, I did not grow up 
attending a Lutheran Church.  
It wasn't until I was in my 
late twenties/early thirties 
that I made the switch.  It 
was a watershed moment in 
my spiritual life, and not 
without some consequences.  
Many people did not, for 
example, understand why we 
began to baptize our babies.  Why do Lutheran pastors wear 
robes and clerical collars?  Why do they cross themselves 
like Catholics?  Worship looks different in Lutheran churches.  
It is, in many ways, radically different. 

I grew up in what many people would call a "big-box 
church."  It was non-denominational.  Worship and praise 
bands constituted the musical aspect of the service (hymns 
and hymnals were frowned upon.)  For a time in my early 
twenties I was a worship leader at my church (with a guitar 
and everything.)  My purpose in this article is not to slam 
contemporary worship (although it is theologically 
problematic and I never want to go back to it) but rather to 
inform you of some of the places I have been on my journey. 

I will say this about my upbringing.  Although some of the 
doctrine and practices of my evangelical background were 
quite bad, and even dangerous, there were many things that 
I was taught that were true and good.  Two fundamental 
doctrines that I was taught very clearly are: 

1. Everything we need to know about God and salvation is 
found in Scripture alone!  Scripture is God's word and is 
100% accurate in what it teaches us.  The Christian needs 
only scripture for this Christian life (2 Tim 3:16-17). 

2. Salvation comes by faith in Jesus Christ alone.  It is not 
based on our works or good deeds, but on HIS death and 
resurrection alone!  (Eph 2:8-9) 

Lutherans believe that too!  Yes we do!  So what is the 
problem?  The problem is that, even though my non-
denominational pastors believed these two things (and 
would likely go their graves insisting so), nevertheless, there 
were many other teachings that seemed to contradict one, 
or both, of these beliefs (i.e. Altar Calls, the Sinner's Prayer, 
"accepting Christ", misunderstanding the Sacraments, 
moralism and legalistic tendencies, etc.) 

In next month's article I will begin to examine some of these 
inconsistencies and show how the Lutheran Confessions and 
our solid Biblical doctrine is able to consistently believe in 
Bible alone and Jesus Alone! 

 

Pastor Woodside 
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Martin Luther School News 

IMPORTANT MLS DATES 2022-23 
Dec. 15 Christmas Concert 6:30 Zion 
Dec. 21 Christmas break begins 
 
Jan.13 End of 2nd Quarter EARLY DISMISSAL 1:00 
Jan. 16-17  MLK Day and Professional Development  NO 

SCHOOL 
Jan. 22-30 National Lutheran Schools Week! 
Jan. 23 Fundraiser at Wings and Rings! 
Jan. 27 Family evening event to end National 

Lutheran Schools Week 

BOARD MEETINGS  The 
Bismarck-Mandan 
Lutheran School 
Association (BMLSA) board 
of directors meets on the 
third Tuesday of each 
month at 6:30 pm.  If you 

have any comments to share at the meetings, please contact 
the school board, Christine Kleven (701-391-2289), Art 
Ziemann (701-667-1776) or Wendy Buck (701-391-1189) 
Bethel’s representatives, for more information. 

www.mlsclassical.org 
office 701-224-9070 

Martin Luther School is 
selling locally roasted 
MIGHTY MISSOURI 
COFFEES to fundraise 
money for new 
classroom technology.  
Orders can be made 
online at 
www.mightymissouri.com Code: MARTINLUTHER.  More 
information available on the flyer in the hallway. 

MLS FUNDRAISER @ STONEHOME  
Take a break from Christmas 
shopping on Tuesday,  December 
6th (11am-9pm) and treat yourself 
at Stonehome brewery and 
restaurant. A percentage of your tab 
will be donated to Martin Luther 

School!  Stonehome is located at 1601 N 12th St, Bismarck, 
ND. 

MLS BAKE SALE—DEC 11 @ BETHEL  We 
are looking for volunteers to bake their 
favorite Christmas cookie, bar, bread 
etc. to sell that day.  Volunteers can 
bring their baked goods to the church by 
Friday the 9th so we can price them.  

 SUPPORT 



Please join us in studying God’s Word and supporting one another as the body of Christ! 

➢ Sunday Morning Bible Study:  every Sunday morning between services, you are invited to a Bible 
Study led by Pastor Walla or Pastor Woodside in the Fellowship Hall.   In December, we will 
complete our study on Apologetics: “How Can I Defend My Faith?”.  There will be no Bible Study on 
Christmas Sunday.  *LIVESTREAMED on facebook.com/bethelbismarck/live 

➢ Tuesday Evening Bible Study: held on Tuesdays at 6 pm at Shepherd of the Valley.  
This study is for all ages and is meant to be another Bible learning opportunity beyond Sunday 
mornings.  We will take a break for the Advent season and resume classes on Tuesday, January 3rd. 

➢ Sunday AM High School Bible Study: each Sunday at 9:45 AM in the Jerusalem Room.    We will not 
meet in December but will resume January 8th. 

➢ Middle School Youth Group:  All Bethel and Shepherd of the Valley Middle School 
students  (grade 5-8) are invited every third Sunday to a time of Bible Study, food, friends, and 
games. Together with the High School Group, we will meet December 18 at 1 pm @ SOTV.  In 
January, we will meet on January 15th @ Bethel.  Come along and join us. Bring a friend!  RSVP 
to pastorwoodside@gmail.com or text to 951-217-3385 

➢ High School Sunday Game Group:  Youth in grades 8-12 from all five of our local area churches are invited to 
participate in a monthly board gaming club.  We will begin with a prayer and devotion, followed by fellowship 
and games.   Come along and bring a friend!  Together with the Middle School Group, we will meet December 
18 at 1 pm @ SOTV.  In January, we will meet on January 22nd @ Bethel.  RSVP to pastorwoodside@gmail.com 
or text to 951-217-3385 

➢ Wednesday High School/Post High School Bible Study:  led by Pat Sebastian and Mandy 
Galster meets in the Jericho Room and on Zoom every Wednesday at 8 pm.  Arrive at 7 pm and 
join us for activities, food and fellowship!  Contact Pat Sebastian (701) 471-3289 / 
patsebbis@aol.com to receive weekly updates via text. 

➢ Senior Potluck Gathering: Join other Seniors for a potluck lunch followed by Bible Study on the 4th 
Tuesday of each month at Noon (December 27 & January 24).   

➢ Men’s Network Breakfast & Bible Study:  meets the third Saturday of each month, rotating 
between the Bismarck-Mandan LCMS churches.  Join other men in our community for great food, 
Bible Study and conversation with brothers in Christ from sister congregations.  We will continue 
to discuss Science and Faith.  (December 17 @ SOTV) 

➢ Women’s Friday Morning Bible Study: meets weekly on Fridays at 10 am.  All women 
of the congregation are welcome to join in a study entitled “Prayer: We Speak to God”.  
We will meet Dec 2 & 9 and then take a break for Christmas.  We’ll resume January 13th.  
Please contact Kristi Dilger (701-400-2172 or kriz21@yahoo.com)for more information. 

➢ Women’s Evening Bible Study: meets this month on Monday, December 5th & January 2nd at 6:30 
pm.  We are reading the book “Grace Under Pressure.”  Contact either Sue Wolfgram at 701-460-0229, 
or Kim Kuhlmann at 701-320-0493 for more information or if you need a book. 

➢ Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML):  all women of the congregation are invited 
to the monthly meeting and Bible study held the second Monday of the month at 6:30 pm.  
(December 12 & January 9) 

➢ Comfort Quilt Work Day: meets monthly, typically on the third Saturday (We will not meet in 
December but will resume on Saturday, January 21 from 9:30 am-12:30 pm).  We match fabric, 
cut squares, and sew quilts.  These lap sized quilts are being made especially for members of 

the Bethel family who are experiencing difficult times.  If you know of a member who could 
use some additional comfort, please contact Contact Sue Hartley-Wolfgram 701-460-
0229 (blessingspreserved@yahoo.com). 

Bible Study & Fellowship Opportunities 
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“GLORY TO GOD in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his 
favor rests.” Luke 2:14  There doesn’t seem to be much peace on earth these days.  
As I write this article in mid-November, Russia continues to rain down missiles 
throughout the Ukraine, tensions are growing with North Korea, as well as with 
China, and the recent mid-term elections seem to indicate an ever-deepening split 
in our own nation regarding who should govern.  And sadly, I could list many more 
examples of a lack of peace.  BUT there IS PEACE between God and those of us 
who believe in Him!  This PEACE has been made possible by the Jesus we celebrate 
especially at this time of the year we call CHRISTmas! 
 
Please continue to share information about our LCMS “Main Street Living” media 
ministry with others. In addition to being broadcast each Sunday morning, you can view archived programs anytime 
at www.mainstreetliving.com – then click on the link under the picture identified as “Fargo.” 

  
Thank you for your needed financial support! Checks may be sent to “Main Street Living NORTH,” 821-5th Ave S, 
Fargo, ND 58103, or donate by Credit Card or your PayPal account on the website. God’s blessing in Christ!     

 
-Ken Koehler / MSL North Volunteer Coordinator 

 
“MSL North” Programs for December 2022: 

 
Dec 4th:  Rev. Heath Trampe, Our Savior Lutheran Church, Minot, ND, presents the message: “Peace? Are you 
kidding me?” based on Matthew 3:1-12. Lutheran Hour seasonal program: “Stable Boy” - A manger scene comes to 
life and tells the story of the first Christmas. 

Dec 11th:  Rev. Philip Beyersdorf, St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Minot, ND, presents the message: “The Work of the 
Great Physician” based on Matthew 11:2-11. Lutheran Hours seasonal program: “Red Boots for Christmas” - A 
shoemaker learns the true meaning of Christmas. 

Dec 18th:  Rev. Craig Fenske, Immanuel Lutheran Church, Grand Forks, ND, (message to be announced). Lutheran 
Hour seasonal program: “Christmas Is” - The shepherd in a Christmas play learns the importance of Christmas. 

Dec 25th:  Rev. Matthew Harrison, LCMS President, presents the Christmas message. Lutheran Hour seasonal 
program: “Christmas on Main Street” – The Christmas message at a mission brings a grandson and his grandfather 
together. 
 
“MAIN STREET LIVING” is a locally produced TV program that includes a 30-minute worship service led by 
participating pastors of the Minnesota North and North Dakota Districts of our LCMS, along with a 30-minute 
Lutheran Hour program (normally “This Is The Life,” along with occasional church-season specials). 
Programs are broadcast starting at 10:00 am Central Time / 9:00 am Mountain time on the following WDAY XTRA 
Channels: 

Fargo-Moorhead  WDAY Xtra Channel 6.3 
Grand Forks  WDAZ Xtra Channel 8.3 
Bismarck/Dickinson KBMY Xtra Channel 17.3 
Minot/Williston KMCY Xtra Channel 14.3 

Please check your cable and satellite providers for the corresponding channel on your system. MSLN programs are 
also archived for one year and can be viewed at any time on www.mainstreetliving.com then click on “North 
(Fargo)”. 

“Main Street Living” Media Ministry—DECEMBER  

13 

Dec 2022- 
Jan 2023 

13 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mainstreetliving.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cfda7d1355f60451163ff08dac404d2d4%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638037822238145897%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjo
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mainstreetliving.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C5f22eff0c48245be808708d8ff7d022a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637540259657238006%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoi


Date Time Task Volunteer 

12/18 

8:30 AM  

Elder Herman Galster 

Usher  

Lee Keeler 

Greg Sutheimer 

Acolyte Josiah Walla 

Videotape Bob Gordon 

11:00 AM  

Elder Mike Fagerland 

Usher 
Brandi/Michael 
Fagerland 

Acolyte Jaxten Stai 

 

Organist Nola Emter 

Altar Guild 
Herman & Sharri 
Galster 

Altar Assistant Lori Vaughan 

Fellowship LYF 

Offering 
Recorder  

Shawn Heinle 

Bryan Guthmiller 

Dawn Carpenter 

12/19/2022  
Prop Man Team  

Adam Miller 

Matthew Graves 

12/21 

Midweek 
Advent 

6:00 PM  

Elder Chris Gergen 

Usher  

Acolyte Colton Kleven 

Videotape Daniel Dinger 

Organist Eutimia Woodside 

12/24 

Christmas Eve  

4:00 PM  

Elder Darrick Wiest 

Usher  

Josiah Wiest 

Clay Hoag 

Acolyte  

Videotape Alida Wiest 

Organist Nola Emter 

7:00 PM  

Elder Gary Rath 

Usher  

Acolyte  

Organist Tina Robinson 

12/25 

Christmas Day 

9:00 AM  

Elder Adam Mathiak 

Usher  

Acolyte Josiah Walla 

Videotape Scott Tschaekofske 

 

Organist Stefanie Jangula 

Altar Guild  

Dawn Carpenter 

Jill Rummel 

Altar Assistant Ava Rummel 

Offering 
Recorder  

Paul Klebe 

Joan Breiner 

Daniel Dinger 

12/26/2022  

Prop Man Team  

Bruce Link 

James Lynk 

Mike Lynk 
William Lynk 

Date Time Task Volunteer 

12/4  

8:30 AM  

Elder Kerwin Wolfgram 

Usher  
Sue Hartley-Wolfgram 
Adam Mathiak 

Acolyte Ezra Woodside 
Videotape Daniel Dinger 

11:00 AM  
Elder Gary Rath 
Usher Sand 
Acolyte Brayden Stai 

 

Organist Katie Emter 

Altar Guild  
Bev Burkett 
Tanya Guthmiller 

Altar Assistant Anna Engwicht 
Fellowship Sue Hartley-Wolfgram 

Offering 
Recorder  

Paul Klebe 
Daniel Dinger 
Joan Breiner 

12/5/2022  
Prop Man Team  

Beryl Mogard 
Greg Wanner 
Scott Price 

12/7 

Midweek 
Advent  

6:00 PM  

Elder Matthew Graves 
Wes Loebs 

Usher  Deland Galster 
Acolyte Jack Agnew 
Videotape Bob Gordon 
Organist Tina Robinson 

12/11  

8:30 AM  

Elder Scott Schuh 
Usher Paul & Gabe Harron 
Acolyte Jack Agnew 
Videotape Scott Tschaekofske 

11:00 AM  
Elder Bryan Guthmiller 
Usher Ben/Tanya Guthmiller 
Acolyte Colton Kleven 

 

Organist Stefanie Jangula 

Altar Guild  
Jill Schiermeister 
Linda Kjonaas 

Altar Assistant Anna Harron 
Fellowship  

Offering 
Recorder  

Gary Rath 
Ron Mosbrucker 
Art Ziemann 

12/12/2022  
Prop Man Team  

Blake Wiedrich 
Kerwin Wolfgram 

12/14 

Midweek 
Advent   

6:00 PM  

Elder Adam Mathiak 
Usher Mike & Randa Eldred 
Acolyte Ezra Woodside 
Videotape Scott Tschaekofske 
Organist Linda Hoag 

 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
  

2 
10:00a 
Women's 
AM Bible 
Study 

3 
8:00a Prop. 
Man. Mtg 
10:00a LWML 
Advent Bible 
Study on Zoom 

   2022 
4 
8:30a Worship w/
Communion 
9:45a Bible Study & Sunday 
School 
11:00a Worship w/
Communion 
2:00p Building Committee: 
Small group mtg 

5 
10:00a 
Winkel 
6:30p 
Women's PM 
Bible Study 

6 MLS 
Fundraiser @ 
Stonehome 
6:00p 
Evening Bible 
Study @ 
SOTV 

7 
5:15p Youth Bells 
5:30p Advent Supper 
6:00p Christmas Cantata 
6:45p Confirmation Classes 
8:00p LYF/Post High School 
Bible Study 

8 
  

9 
10:00a 
Women's 
AM Bible 
Study 

10 
10:00a LWML 
Advent Bible 
Study on Zoom 
2:00p Greeting 
Card Making 
Party 

11 
8:30a Worship w/
Communion 
9:45a Bible Study & Sunday 
School 
11:00a Worship w/
Communion 
2:00p Christmas Cantata 

12 
6:30p 
LWML’s Cozy 
Night of 
Fellowship 

13 
6:00p 
Evening Bible 
Study @ 
SOTV 

14 
5:15p Youth Bells 
5:30p Advent Supper 
6:00p Advent Worship 
6:45p Hosanna Bells 
7:00p Choir 
8:00p LYF/Post High School 
Bible Study 

15 
  

16 
  

17 
8:00a Men's 
Network 
Breakfast @ 
SOTV 
10:00a LWML 
Advent Bible 
Study on Zoom 

18 
8:30a Worship w/
Communion 
9:45a Bible Study & Sunday 
School 
11:00a Worship w/
Communion 
1:00p Middle & High 
School Youth Group @ 
SOTV 
2:00p Children’s Christmas 
Program 

19 
  

20 
6:00p 
Evening Bible 
Study @ 
SOTV 
6:30p BMLSA 
Meeting 

21 Winter Solstice 
5:15p Youth Bells 
5:30p Advent Supper 
6:00p Advent Worship 
6:45p Hosanna Bells 
7:00p Choir 
8:00p LYF/Post High School 
Bible Study (Christmas 
Celebration) 

22 
  

23 
  

24 
4:00p 
Christmas Eve 
Worship 
7:00p 
Christmas Eve 
Worship 

25 Christmas 
9:00a Worship w/
Communion 
 

26 
6:00p Bd of 
Outreach 
Mtg 

27 
12:00p Senior 
Potluck 
Gathering 
6:00p 
Evening Bible 
Study @ 
SOTV 

28 
8:00p LYF/Post High School 
Bible Study 

29 
  

30 
  

31 
  



3 Brandon Monger 
 Mark & Kaye Roeder (40 

yrs) 
4 Darrin Martin 
5 David Borchelt 
 Bill Eisenbraun 
 Jeff Nelson 
6 Aric & Lisa Hauf (8 yrs) 
7 Sharri Galster 
 Heather Huncovsky 
 Paula Schneider 
8 Bobbi & Owaldo Orellanna 

(16 yrs) 
9 Hutch Haugen 
10 Stefanie Jangula 
 Blake & Cheryl Wiedrich 

(51 yrs) 
 Mary Ziemann 
11 Olivia Vaughan 
12 Joseph Baneck 
14 Bonnie Mathias 
 Arlo Remboldt 
 Kevin Schmidt 
15 Ron & Sandy Fuller (49 yrs) 
 Harold Hepper 
 Regan Kummer 
16 John Lapp 
17 Jonathan Fennern 
18 Melissa Gordon 
19 Jamison Hauf 

20 Canaan Fagerland 
 Bender & Shannon Hoag (8 

yrs) 
 Nia Lee 
 Laurie Thompson 
21 Chris Anfinson 
 Eden Baneck 
 Titus Dinger 
 Kerwin & Sue Wolfgram (4 

yrs) 
23 Bria Wanner 
 Eutimia Woodside 
24 Mary Bruenjes 
25 Jesus Christ 
 Holly Berg 
 Ella Grensteiner 
 Gary Rath 
 Darld Schmitz 
26 Valerie Bailey 
 Bethany Magnus 
 Jim & Cindy Vollmer (38 

yrs) 
27 Adeline Emter 
 Caleb Miller 
28 Adam & Becky Emter (20 

yrs) 
 Sarah Levi 
 Jettsen Stai 
 Kevin Strege 
29 Leighera Eisenbraun 
 Becky Emter 
 Kari Rath 
 Howard & LeAnn Schwab 

(58 yrs) 
31 Adeline Essig 
 Chase Heim 

God’s Blessings to you on your special 
day!  We would like to list all birthdays 
and anniversaries each month.  If your 

name is not listed it means we do not have 
your information.  Please contact the 

church office so our records are up-to-date 
and everyone can be listed in this 

section. 
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Read the Entire 
Bible in One Year!  
For last month’s 
readings, please 

contact the church 
office. 

This Month’s  

Readings 

December 
Birthdays & 

Anniversaries 

1 Mike & Brandi Fagerland 
(29 yrs) 

3 Caroline Gergen 
5 Lyle Johnson 
7 Noah Borchelt 
8 Eli Morlok 
9 Bobbi Orellana 
10 Justin Ringgenberg 
 Jake Zittleman 
11 Madden Lindquist 
 Peggy Traxel 

13 Candace Harron 
16 Drew Asche 
17 Chuckie Heim 
18 Lynette Voigt 
19 Nancy Fleischer 
 Alexis Wanner 
20 Kim Dolajak 
 Erin Kleven 
 Diana Lang 
22 Barb Gordon 
23 Kyrie Link 
24 Sheridan Bolinske 
26 Dustin Traxel 
 Darrick Wiest 
29 William Lynk 
30 Sandy Fuller 

January 
Birthdays & 

Anniversaries 



Council Meeting Minutes November 13, 2022 

John’s, Underwood and Trinity, Pick City.  Their 
called pastor, Rev. Schieber will also be serving as 
vacancy pastor for Garrison/Max.  Due to their financial 
situations, it is anticipated that these two dual-parish 
congregations may join together to form a quadruple-parish. 

Education & Martin Luther School Report –Pastor Walla for 
Kristy Dahl 

Bethel’s Sunday School will hold the annual Christmas 
Program on Sunday, December 18th at 2 pm.  Walla is in the 
process of finalizing the program and will distribute parts to 
the students soon. 

Blake Wiedrich asked when the Board would like the stage 
to be set up for this performance.  Tentatively, it can be set 
up after the Wednesday Midweek Advent service on Dec. 14.  
Sunday, Dec. 18th will be a non-Communion Sunday due to 
distribution limitations caused by the stage. 

Board of Elders’ Reports – Mike Fagerland 

The Board of Elders recommended to the Council that Rev. 
Woodside be appointed to fill a short-term pastoral vacancy 
at Messiah, Mandan.  He will act as a primary contact for 
their pastoral care (ie. shut-in/hospital visits, funerals, etc.).  
Retired Rev. Dennis Voss has agreed to lead services from 
Thanksgiving through December.  Miscellaneous pulpit 
supply will be found for the remainder of November and 
January if necessary.  The Council made a motion, seconded 
and approved this recommendation. 

Scott Schuh will be stepping down from the Board effective 
Dec. 31. 

There are two Elders considering the position of Vice-Chair 
for 2023. 

Board of Outreach Report – Kristi Dilger 

October - 31st Trunk or Treat — We had 14 trunks handing 
out candy.  We ended up using all the spare donated candy 
plus Doug Miller made a run to Walmart & bought many 
more bags.  We ended up having around 300 kids show up to 
trick or treat. 

Doug, Marin Brandenburg & Katie Emter crowned the 'Best 
Trunk' as the Gergan family's Narnia trunk. They received a 
'Travelling Trophy' to be passed on next year. The 2nd place 
trunk was the Dinger family's Pooh & Friends & 3rd place 
went to Kris & Steph Dilger's Elvis Autographs trunk. 

We served water & popcorn inside. There were coloring 
sheets for the kids & a sign up for a door prize. 

November - 12th Operation Christmas Child — the packing 
party was yesterday from 1-3 pm & the boxes were 
commissioned today in church.  The board donated $250 to 
be used as needed by Tanya Gunthmiller. 

20th Chili Cookoff — The board will be hosting a table next 
Sunday. 

Activity Bags — all the single use bags are gone.  We are 
back to using the refillable bags. 

(Continued on page 18) 

Present: President Matt Burthold; Mike Fagerland, Board of 
Elders; Kristi Dilger, Board of Outreach; Blake Wiedrich, 
Board of Property Management; Paul Klebe, Board of 
Stewardship; Pastor Walla and Jenny Tschaekofske 

Absent: Jill Rummel, Treasurer; Kristy Dahl, Board of 
Education 

At 4:30 pm, Matt Burthold called the meeting to order.  
Pastor Walla led the meeting with an opening prayer. 

The October 2022 Council minutes were previously 
reviewed via email.  A motion was made, seconded and 
passed to accept the minutes as written. 

President’s Report–Matt Burthold 

Matt will be following up with Haga Kommer to get the 
status of the youth financial review. 

With our Congregational Vice-President, Doug Miller having 
been called home to Jesus, the Council discussed the need 
to fill the VP vacancy.  Doug’s term was due to expire on 
Dec. 31 and he had been working with Gary Rath to find 
another volunteer to fill the position.  Matt will begin 
contacting individuals on their list to find an individual 
willing to be nominated/elected for the two-year term. 

As President, Matt is tasked with forming a Constitution, 
Bylaws & Handbook Review committee.  He plans to have 
the review conducted this next calendar year.  Paul Klebe 
recommended that the Financial Review language be 
revised.  Our practice for the last two years and going 
forward is to hire a third-party to perform this review rather 
than a committee of Bethel members. 

Pastor’s Report – Pastor Walla 

Official Acts:   

Baptism of Adalyn Elizabeth Smith, daughter of Katie 
Monger & Brandon Smith (11/6).  [Katie and Brandon 
are completing pre-marriage counseling with Pastor 
Walla and he anticipates that Brandon will complete 
Adult Instruction/New Member class in the future.] 

Funeral for Doug Miller (11/5) 

Upcoming baptism for Ellie Anna Bergstedt, daughter of 
Blaine & Janna Bergstedt 

Mike Bhend & Amy Jo Schutt are completing the Adult 
Instruction/New Member class and plan to join Bethel.  They 
are also engaged to be married. 

Average attendance in October was 213. 

A Circuit Forum was held in October at which Rev. Thomas 
Marcis, Jr and Rev. Walla were elected as pastoral delegate 
and alternate to the Synodical Convention, respectively.  Lay 
delegate and alternate are Brad Christianson, Shepherd of 
the Valley (SOTV) and Thomas Wyatt, Messiah, respectively.   

The District’s Family Convocation was held at Bethel on 
October 22.  Participants heard from speakers from 
organizations such as Lutheran Family Service and Dakota 
Boys and Girls Ranch. 

Pastor Walla served as a guest preacher on October 23 at St. 
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Next Meeting: Monday, November 28 at 6 pm 

Kristi requested clarification if the Board is allowed to use 
church funds to send a care package to an individual versus a 
group (ie. our shut-ins, a charity, etc.)  The Council agreed 
that this would be considered an outreach project and using 
the budgeted funds is at her discretion. 

Property Management Report –Blake Wiedrich 

Blake thanked Pastor Walla for clearing snow after our 17” 
blizzard last week.  As the snow removed from the parking 
lot had to be stacked in the yard, the seasonal banner stand 
anchors may be buried and inaccessible this year. 

Blake has temporarily removed the Little Library for repairs.  
Bob Ebbesen is making a new cross for the front and 
supplying the original paint for Blake to repaint.  He may add 
some interior lights to shine through the little church’s 
stained-glass. 

Thank you to Mark Roeder who donated the materials and 
labor for the parking lot sealant.  A few deeper cracks were 
sealed by Dakota Concepts and a second seal coating may be 
necessary next spring.   

A recommendation was made to the Board that signs 
indicating “additional parking” be installed to help visitors.  
The Council discussed this and the pros/cons of adding 
striping to make the lot more efficient.  Blake thinks there 
may be a tool stored in the garage to help with the painting. 

Board of Stewardship – Paul Klebe 

Paul made a motion to accept Donovan & Barbara Bauer as 
new Offering Recorders.  The motion was seconded and 
approved.  They will replace John & Sandi Fricke who are 
retiring.  A thank you gift will be given to the Frickes for their 
many years of service. 

Treasurer Reports –Jenny Tschaekofske for Jill Rummel 

The October Budget and Monthly Transaction reports were 
distributed – attached.  Matt indicated that it would be 
helpful to show the electronic (Vanco) offerings separately.  
While these are reported monthly in the announcements, 
Paul Klebe suggested that adding an annual breakdown to 
the report would be sufficient.  A motion was made, 
seconded and passed to approve the reports. 

Building Committee –Blake Wiedrich, Kristi Dilger, Matt 
Burthold 

A Congregational Assembly was held in October to present 
the four options presented by the Architect.  The Building 
Committee planned to host four “small group” meetings to 
further discuss the details and answer any questions and 
concerns.  One meeting was held last Monday and another 
had to be cancelled due to weather.  While only three 
people attended the first small group meeting, they had a 

good discussion.  Of the four plans, one only expands the 
existing front to add an office and second front door.  

Members did not feel that this was a cost-effective 
option for the limited space gained.  Council 
discussed options to simply replace the 
existing front door, renovate existing 

(Continued from page 17) 
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bathroom space, etc. without a full “building project”.  
However, it is not known if we would be allowed to make 
these changes without compromising building code 
compliance.  Two additional small group meetings are 
planned for Tuesday (Nov 15) and Saturday (Nov 19). 

Other Business- The Joint Leadership team from SOTV and 
Bethel met to discuss 2023 shared pastoral expenses.  The 
agreed upon changes were given to Jenny for revision prior 
to the January 2023 Voters’ meeting.  SOTV also requested 
final “incidental” Woodside expenses be invoiced before 
year-end. 

The next Council meeting is scheduled for Sunday, January 
8th at 4 pm. 

The next Voters’ meeting is scheduled for Sunday, January 
15th at 1 pm following a noon potluck (tentative). 

The meeting was closed in prayer led by Pastor Walla. 

Respectfully submitted, Jenny Tschaekofske 

Why go to Church?  

If you're spiritually 
alive, you're going to 

love this! 
If you're spiritually 

dead, you won't want 
to read it. 

If you're spiritually 
curious, there is still 

hope! 

A Church goer wrote a letter to the editor of a 
newspaper and complained that it made no sense 
to go to church every Sunday. 

He wrote: "I've gone for 30 years now, and in that 
time I have heard something like 3,000 sermons, 
but for the life of me, I can't remember a single 
one of them. So, I think I'm wasting my time. The 
preachers are wasting theirs by giving sermons at 
all". 

This started a real controversy in the 'Letters to the 
Editor' column. 

Much to the delight of the editor, it went on for 
weeks until someone wrote this clincher: 

"I've been married for 30 years now. In that time 
my wife has cooked some 32,000 meals. But, for 
the life of me, I cannot recall the entire menu for a 
single one of those meals. But I do know this: They 
all nourished me and gave me the strength I 
needed to do my work. If my wife had not given 
me these meals, I would be physically dead today.  
Likewise, if I had not gone to church for 
nourishment, I would be spiritually dead today!" 



Your Board of 
Elders wants you to 
know if you have 
any needs, or 
questions, you can 
contact your elder 
at any time.  Your 
Bethel family truly 
wants to reach out, 
care for, and share 
the love of Christ!   

Elder Family 
Assignment 

Home 
Phone 

Cell Phone – 
texting 

available 

Gary Rath A-C - 701-471-9092 

Kerwin Wolfgram D-E - 701-270-2434  

Herman Galster F-G 258-0543 701-426-8044 

Chris Gergen H-I - 701-320-7272  

Bryan Guthmiller J-K - 701-202-3476 

Adam Mathiak L - 262-352-8763 

Darrick Wiest M - 701-426-1987 

Mike Fagerland N-R 258-8497 701-425-7448 

Matt Graves S 751-0540 701-240-4391 

Scott Schuh T-Z - 812-345-7075 

 
 
 

2022  
Elected  
Board 

Officers 

 
 

President of Congregation 
Matt Burthold 

 

Vice-President 
 

Treasurer 
Jill Rummel 

 

Education 
Kristy Dahl, Chair 

Vice-Chair—OPEN 

 

Elders 
Mike Fagerland, Chair 

Herman Galster, Vice-Chair 
 

Outreach 
Kristi Dilger, Chair 

Candace Harron, Vice-
Chair 

 

Property Management  
Blake Wiedrich, Chair 

Mike Lynk, Vice-Chair 

 

Stewardship 
Paul Klebe, Chair 

Shawn Heinle, Vice-Chair 
 

Our church boards are 
always seeking new 
volunteers to help in our 
mission of “Reaching, 
Caring and Sharing Christ.”  
Please contact any Board 
member if you are 
interested in helping! 
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NOTE:  There is a processing fee applied to each transaction (2.75% for credit cards and 1.00% for checking/
savings).  If you choose, you may offset Bethel’s fees at the time of your donation. 

The “Give+” mobile phone application is being replaced by a 
new app: “Vanco Mobile”.   

➢ Download the FREE app on your Apple or Android 
phone—OR– Click on the Vanco link on Bethel’s website 

➢ Make one-time or recurring donations using your debit/credit card or checking/savings 
account 

➢ Log in or donate as a guest 
➢ Securely and conveniently manage donations using Touch ID/Fingerprint, PIN or 

password 

 

Consider a gift in honor or memory of someone you 
love! 

Stewardship News 

APPROVED ENDOWMENT 
LIST Bethel’s Endowment 
Committee maintains a list of 
items (approved by the 
Voters) for memorials and 
bequests.  As money is given 
in honor or memory of a loved 

one, the funds are put in Bethel’s memorial funds.  
You may give your gift to the Memorial fund 
(undesignated) or you may designate the money 
towards a specific item on the list. 

Approved Endowment 
Categories 

Approximate 
Cost 

 Amount in 
Fund (as of 
9/30/2022) 

Designated Memorials     

Building Fund on going  $102,639.57 

Sound System on going  $    4,012.99 

Altar on going  $    1,492.72 

Music Department on going  $       895.00 

Sunday School on going  $       280.59  

New Christmas Decorations  $  4,000.00   $       915.00 

Undesignated Memorials    $ 68,680.20 

Total Memorials   $178,916.07 

2023 OFFERING 
ENVELOPES will 
soon be 
available for pick 
up in the church 
narthex.  They 
will be arranged 
alphabetically. 

Please contact the church office 
(701-255-1433)  if you  

• currently do not have 
envelopes and would like to 
use this resource for 
consistent giving.   

• if you currently have 
envelopes but primarily give 
through the Vanco electronic 
giving program (formerly 
“Give+”) and no longer need 
envelopes. 

• OR, if you currently have 
envelopes and need 
assistance in locating your 
2023 box. 
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Find us on the web! 
www.bethelbismarck.com or www.facebook.com/bethelbismarck 

Christmas Eve 
Worship 
4 pm & 7 pm 

Christmas Day Worship 
With Holy Communion 

9 am 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be 
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace. Isaiah 9:6 


