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393 Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Edith M. G. Reed, 1885–1933, alt. 
Text and tune: Polish 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 

beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

Kneel/Stand 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily 

sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for 



the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, 

to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 

announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 

Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Stand 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Jeremiah 31:15–17; antiphon: Hosea 11:1 

 

When Israel was a child, I | loved him,* 

 and out of Egypt I | called my son. 

Thus says the LORD: “A voice is heard in | Ramah,* 

 lamentation and bitter | weeping. 

Rachel is weeping for her | children;* 

 she refuses to be comforted for her children, because they | are no more.” 

Thus says the LORD: “Keep your voice from | weeping,* 

 and your | eyes from tears, 

for there is a reward for your work, de- | clares the LORD,* 

 and they shall come back from the land of the | enemy. 

There is hope for your future, de- | clares the LORD,* 

 and your children shall come back to their own | country.” 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

When Israel was a child, I | loved him,* 

 and out of Egypt I | called my son. 

 

Kyrie LSB 186 

  

  
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

  

  
  



  
 

O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation of Your Son 

yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who made 

Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 63:7–14 
7I will recount the steadfast love of the LORD, the praises of the LORD, according to all that the LORD 

has granted us, and the great goodness to the house of Israel that he has granted them according to his 

compassion, according to the abundance of his steadfast love. 8For he said, “Surely they are my people, 

children who will not deal falsely.” And he became their Savior. 9In all their affliction he was afflicted, 

and the angel of his presence saved them; in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; he lifted them up 

and carried them all the days of old. 10But they rebelled and grieved his Holy Spirit; therefore he turned 

to be their enemy, and himself fought against them. 11Then he remembered the days of old, of Moses 

and his people. Where is he who brought them up out of the sea with the shepherds of his flock? Where 

is he who put in the midst of them his Holy Spirit, 12who caused his glorious arm to go at the right hand 

of Moses, who divided the waters before them to make for himself an everlasting name, 13who led them 

through the depths? Like a horse in the desert, they did not stumble. 14Like livestock that go down into 

the valley, the Spirit of the LORD gave them rest. So you led your people, to make for yourself a glorious 

name. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle Galatians 4:4–7 
 4When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5to 

redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6And because you are 

sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a 

slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

Alleluia LSB 190 

 

 
Holy Gospel Matthew 2:13–23 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter. 



  
  

  

 13When [the wise men] had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and 

said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod 

is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14And he rose and took the child and his mother by 

night and departed to Egypt 15and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the 

Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 

 16Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, and he sent and 

killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were two years old or under, 

according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men. 17Then was fulfilled what was spoken 

by the prophet Jeremiah: 

18“A voice was heard in Ramah, 

 weeping and loud lamentation, 

Rachel weeping for her children; 

 she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.” 

 19But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 20saying, 

“Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the child’s life are 

dead.” 21And he rose and took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he 

heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and 

being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 23And he went and lived in a city called 

Nazareth, that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled: “He shall be called a Nazarene.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 



     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Sit 

 
389 Let All Together Praise Our God 

 

 

 
 

5 He is a servant, I a lord: 

    How great a mystery! 

How strong the tender Christ Child’s love! 

    No truer friend than He, 

    No truer friend than He. 

 

6 He is the key and He the door 

    To blessèd paradise; 

The angel bars the way no more. 

    To God our praises rise, 

    To God our praises rise. 

 

D 7 Your grace in lowliness revealed, 

    Lord Jesus, we adore 

And praise to God the Father yield 

    And Spirit evermore; 

    We praise You evermore. 



Text (sts. 1, 3–7): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001; (st. 2): tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Text and tune: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480–1561 
Text (sts. 1, 3–7): © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004273 
Text (st. 2) and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 

Stand 

 

Offertory LSB 192 

  

  

  

  

  
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface LSB 194 

  

  
  

  

  
  



  

  
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary… evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 195 

  

  

  

  

  
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

 

 

 

 

 



 
  

 

 
 

 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Pax Domini LSB 197 

  

   



 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

  

  

  

  

  
 

Sit 

 

Distribution 
 

383 A Great and Mighty Wonder 

 

 

 

 
Text: Germanus, c. 634–c. 734; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengeseng, 1599, Köln 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



624 The Infant Priest Was Holy Born 

 

 

 
 

5 The veil is torn, our Priest we see, 

As at the rail on bended knee 

Our hungry mouths from Him receive 

The bread of immortality. 

 

6 The body of God’s Lamb we eat, 

A priestly food and priestly meat; 

On sin-parched lips the chalice pours 

His quenching blood that life restores. 

 

7 With cherubim and seraphim 

Our voices join the endless hymn, 

And “Holy, holy, holy” sing 

To Christ, God’s Lamb, our Priest and King. 
Text: Chad L. Bird, 1970 
Tune: Second Supplement to Psalmody in Miniature, 1778, London; adapt. Edward Miller, 1731–1807 
Text: © 1997, 2003 Chad L. Bird. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004273 
Tune: Public domain 

 

375 Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising 

 

 



 
 

5 Oh, the joy beyond expressing 

When by faith we grasp this blessing, 

And to You we come confessing 

    That Your love has set us free. 

 

6 Gracious Child, we pray, O hear us, 

From Your lowly manger cheer us, 

Gently lead us and be near us 

    Till we join Your choir above. 
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 
Tune: German, 14th cent. 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004273 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 



Thanksgiving LSB 200 

  

   
 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 

implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and 

in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

  
 

  

   
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

  

  
 

Benediction LSB 202 

  

  

  
  

  



 

517 By All Your Saints in Warfare sts. 1, 9, 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Horatio Bolton Nelson, 1823–1913, alt. 
Tune: English; coll. and arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958 
Text: Public domain 
Tune: Public domain 
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