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And so, O 
Father of all 
grace, we 
come to You 
and in 
heartfelt 
prayer 
commend to 
You all 
children.  We 
ask that you 
would grant us 
strength to do 
what we can, 
bringing up 
our own 
children for 
Your honor, 
admonishing 
them, correcting them, instructing them, and giving the 
very best for them.  We will do what we can to protect 
and provide for the unborn babies, but, O Lord, we 
recognize how small we are for the task at hand.  We 
cry out to you in lament, mourning the millions of 
babies that have been murdered in the womb since 
that evil decision of Roe v. Wade 50 years ago today.  
And yet, O Lord of mercy, we give thanks and praise to 
You for the overturning of that decision just months 
ago and now ask that you would grant each of the 
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The Gift of Children Rev. Jonathan Walla 

Dear Saints, 

On January 22, I had the honor of offering the closing 
prayer at the March for Life at our state capitol.  I 
would like to share it with you here, as we rejoice in 
and reflect on the gift that God has given us in children. 

From Psalm 127: 

“Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord, the fruit 
of the womb a reward.” 

From Psalm 139: 

“You [Lord] formed my inward parts; you knitted me 
together in my mother’s womb.  I praise you, for I am 
fearfully and wonderfully made.” 

Let us pray: 

Lord, almighty God, Father of mercies, among other 
gifts of Your grace, You have given the gift of children, 
and for this blessing, we give You praise and glorify 
Your name.  We regard our children as precious, and 
we know that You have entrusted them to us.  We also 
acknowledge that all children, including those in the 
womb, from conception forward, are souls that Jesus 
has purchased with His holy, precious blood; with His 
innocent suffering and death on the cross.  You have 
commanded that all earthly authority – as mother and 
father, or as those who make and administer our laws – 
be used not to lord it over those weaker than us, but to 
serve, just as our Savior did for us, giving His life as a 
ransom for all.  And thus You have placed mankind as 
the pinnacle of your creation, to have dominion over all 
creation, to care for it and tend it, protecting and 
defending, especially the weakest and most helpless. 
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Jesus Came to Serve You 
A Lenten Meditation on Christ’s Passion according to St. Matthew 

During the season of Lent this year, our focus will be on the 
portion of Matthew’s Gospel that describes the events of Jesus’ 
betrayal into the hands of the Jews, His trials, sufferings, 
crucifixion, and death.  The word used to describe all of this is 
“passion.”  As we meditate on the passion of our Lord, we will be 
stopping along the way to consider the questions raised – some in 
response to Jesus; some by Jesus Himself.  These are questions 
ponder such things as to who is going to cause His suffering, how 
He could have escaped it if He so desired, and ultimately, why He 
would undertake such wrath from man and from God.  Through it 
all, we will see one persistent theme:  Jesus came to suffer it all to 

serve you.  “The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a 
ransom for many” (Matt 20:28). 

The passion narrative shows us the most piercing proclamation of both the law and the 
gospel.  We see the injustices foisted upon Jesus, the denials and betrayals of His followers, 
the whip and nails and ragged breathing, and the being forsaken of the Father – and in such 
depths, we see the wages of our own sin.  We see what we deserve – what should have been 
ours.  But at the same time, we also see the incredible width and breadth and depth and 
height of God’s love for us, that He would take our sin upon Himself, suffer the wrath due to 
us, and pay the price for our redemption.  Jesus goes to the cross to serve our greatest need.  
He goes there for the forgiveness of our sins and the hope of our resurrection. 

A ransom is what is given in exchange.  It is something paid out to redeem someone from the 
clutches of a dark and sinister fate or foe.  The payment price is the blood of Jesus.  It is His 
holy passion.  And the dark and sinister fate is the punishment for our sins.  We owe this debt 
to the law of God.  And Christ takes our place.  

The questions poised and statements made in this series are openings into the passion of our 
Lord.  They open us up to greater understanding.  We watch and learn with the disciples to 
see and hear what Jesus is accomplishing for us all. 

February 22 
Ash Wednesday, 6:00 PM 

Matthew 6:21 
“For where your treasure is, there your 

heart will be also.” 

March 1 
Wednesday, 6:00 PM 

Matthew 26:1-29 “Is it I, Lord?” 

March 8 
Wednesday, 6:00 PM 

Matthew 26:30-56 
“Do you think that I cannot appeal to my 
Father, and he will at once send me more 

than twelve legions of angels?” 

March 15 
Wednesday, 6:00 PM 

Matthew 26:57-75 “Are you the Christ, the Son of God?” 

March 22 
Wednesday, 6:00 PM 

Matthew 27:1-30 “Are you the King of the Jews?” 

March 29 
Wednesday, 6:00 PM 

Matthew 27:31-66 
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken 

me?” 

April 6 
Maundy Thursday, 6:00 PM 

1 Corinthians 11:23-32 
“For as often as you eat this bread and 
drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's 

death until he comes.” 

April 7 
Good Friday, 6:00 PM 

Genesis 2:24 
“Therefore a man shall leave his Father 

and his mother and cleave to his wife and 
the two shall become one flesh.” 

April 9 
Easter Sunday, 8:30 & 11 AM 

Matthew 28:1-10 
“You seek Jesus who was crucified.  He is 

not here, for He has risen, as He said.” 

Jesus Came to Serve You” - 2023 Lenten Schedule 



Have you ever wanted to reach out to 
others with the Gospel of Jesus Christ but 
did not? Have you ever wanted to encourage 
family members with the Good News of 
salvation by grace through faith, but struggled with 
how to accomplish it? Have you been concerned 
about the future of your loved ones concerning eternal 
life? Have you been concerned about the future of 
your congregation or the church throughout the 
world? Do you want others to share the joy and peace 

of God’s grace and mercy in His Son, Jesus Christ? If your answer to any of these questions is “Yes,” join us for the “Tell the 
Good News about Jesus” convocation on February 10 and 11, 2023, at the Ramada Inn in Bismarck, North Dakota! 

The cost is $50/individual or $75/family  

Register online at https://www.nodaklcms.org/blog/evangelism_convocation/  

 

3 

Feb 2023 

Thank you! 
A big thank you to an anonymous Bethel 
family who purchased and donated a set of 
chimes to enhance our worship music.  
Chimes are similar to handbells with a 
slightly different sound and method of 
ringing.  The Hosanna Bell choir is excited to 
play them in the upcoming Lenten season! 

Choir and Handbell Lenten Schedule:  During 
Lent our rehearsal schedule will be modified 
to allow attendance at  
the midweek Lenten  
services.  New times TBA! 

Friday, February 10 
12:00 PM:   Registration 
1:00-1:15:  Worship 
1:15-1:30:  “Why are we here?  For the Joy of our 

Salvation Psalm 51”   Pastor Kirk Peters 
1:30-2:15:   “Horse and Buggy and into the future”:  Rev. 

Pastor Zelwynn Heide 
2:15-2:45:   Recent District Mission Expenditures:   Rev. 

Pastor Steve Schulz 
2:45-3:30   “Education Challenges for the Christian 

Household”:  Reverend Dr.  Christian Preus 
3:30   Break 
3:45-4:30:   Catechesis and Education in the Christian 

Home:  Rev. Pastor John Walla 
4:30-5:15  “Stewardship”: Rev. Dennis Voss 
5:15   Well deserved Break! 
5:45-7 pm  Supper 
7:00:    Entertainment-The Milo Hatzenbuller 
8:45  Vespers  
 

Saturday, February 11 
7:30-8:30:  Breakfast 
8:00:   Registration open for those who did not 

register on Friday 
8:30:  Opening Devotion -Salt of the Earth   Rev. 

President Bertsch and Pastor Peters 
8:45-10:00:  “Generation to Generation” -President 

Doctor Paavola 
10:00-10:15: Break 
10:15-11:45: “Ten Tsunamis of the Church “: Dr. Paavola 
11:45:   Lunch 
12:45-2:15:  “Each One, Reach One”: Dr. Paavola 
2:15:  Break 
2:15-3:00:   Luther Classical College: Rev. Doctor Christian 

Preus 
3:00-3:30:  Classical Primary Education:  Mrs. Denise 

Wolfgram 
3:30-4:15: Rural Ministry: Rev. Doctor Heath Trampe 
4:15-4:40:   Encouragement and Closing Worship: Rev. 

President Arie Bertsch  

The Board of Outreach would like to encourage Bethel 
members & groups to consider signing up for spots to hold 
signs & pray at the Bismarck Capitol during the 40 Days for 
Life Spring Campaign.  These are 1 hour slots, but feel free to 
sign up for more.  Please contact Kristi Dilger (701-400-2172) 
if you have any questions.  

https://www.nodaklcms.org/blog/evangelism_convocation/


FEBRUARY MEMORY VERSE:   And Peter said to them, 
“Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will 

receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  For the promise is for you 
and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone 

whom the Lord our God calls to himself.”  Acts 2:38-39 
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Date Lesson Title Bible Text 

2/5 Gideon 
Judges 6:11-
7:25 

2/12 Samson Judges 16 

2/19 Ruth Book of Ruth 

2/26 
God’s Servant 
Samuel 

1 Samuel 1-3 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER MEETING  
Pastor Walla will lead a Sunday School 
Teacher meeting on the first Sunday of the 
month at 12:30 pm (February 5) We will 
discuss the upcoming lessons and any 
questions or concerns that arise.   

Sunday School News  
Any questions, please contact Sunday School Superintendent,  
Kristy Dahl at 226-9480 

NORTH DAKOTA LUTHERANS 
FOR LIFE ESSAY CONTEST   

The theme for this year’s 
essay contest is Just as...I Am 
with the Bible verse: “For we 
are his workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus for 
good works, which God 
prepared beforehand, that 
we should walk in them.” 
Ephesians 2:10. 

 A first place prize of $100 
and second place prize of $50 will be awarded by 
North Dakota Lutherans for Life to the best two 
essays from each Grade Level.  

 All first place winners will have their essays 
submitted to LFL’s National Essay Contest with a 
chance to win $250, plus free Conference 
Registration to the 2022 Regional Conference of 
their choice, plus a one night stay at the Conference 
Hotel. 

 All details are posted in the hallway! 

ATTENTION YOUTH GRADES 5-12:  The Valentine’s 
Banquet is a fundraiser for youth to attend 
conferences and retreats throughout the year.  We 
need your help with cooking, serving and cleaning 
up after the event.  Please arrive at 3:30 pm on 
Sunday, February 19th.  Any questions, please 
Contact the Board of Education (Alida Wiest 701-
426-1986 or Kristy Dahl 701-226-9480). 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nodaklfl.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C2dd0762afce14889898408dafb352e2c%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638098503230703950%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzI
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nodaklfl.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C2dd0762afce14889898408dafb352e2c%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638098503230703950%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzI


WEDNESDAY NIGHT HIGH 
SCHOOL/POST HIGH 
SCHOOL STUDY  The 
Wednesday night high 
school/post high school 

Bible study studied the book of Malachi during 
December – four chapters – only 55 jam-packed 
verses! In January we fast forwarded 400 years or so… 
studying what the Bible says and does not say about 
the Magi and starting the book of Matthew. Average 
weekly attendance during December and January was 
ten people including those joining us on Zoom.  

We look forward to studying book of Matthew during 
February and March.  Not a single word spoken by 
Matthew himself is recorded in his gospel or in any 
other book of the Bible, but the words he wrote 
comprise one of the greatest, most powerful, most 
widely read books ever written. 

Students entering grades 9-12 and young adults are 
invited to Bible study and discussion, reading a Psalm, 
prayer and snacks every Wednesday, 8 PM, in the 
Jericho Room. High school and post-high schoolers 
are welcome to join us at 7 PM, or whatever time fits 
their Wednesday evening schedule. Friends are 
always welcome. If you cannot join us regularly, join 
us when you can! If you cannot arrive by 8 PM, arrive 
when you can! If you want a ride, directions or the 
weekly Zoom meeting ID, text Pat Sebastian (701) 471
-3289 or Mandy Galster (701) 425-1794.  

 

MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL 
YOUTH GROUPS  All 
Bethel and Shepherd of 
the Valley students are 
invited to a time of Bible 
Study, food, friends, and 
games. The Middle School 
students (grades 5-8) 
meet on the third Sunday 
of the month (February 

19) and High School students (grades 8-12) meet on 
the fourth Sunday of the month (February 26) at 1 pm 
@ SOTV.  Come along and join us. Bring a friend!  
RSVP to pastorwoodside@gmail.com or text to 951-
217-3385. 

 

Youth News  

5 

Feb 2023 

The annual ND DISTRICT LUTHERAN YOUTH FELLOWSHIP RETREAT 
will be Friday-Saturday, March 3-4, at the Chieftain Conference 
Center, Carrington, ND.  Students in grade 8 and up are invited! 
Joseph Agnew, Caylee Nelson, Jessica Schuh and Samuel 
Tschaekofske, from Bethel, will be facilitating four sessions focused 
on Vocation: Right Here, Right Now. Elizabeth Schuh, will serve in a 
leadership role as she assists at the Retreat.  

The Retreat will also include devotions, Bible study led by Pastor 
Adam Harvala, West Fargo, group singing and a coffee house concert 
by Lloyd Garrelts, large and small group discussion/reflection about 
Vocation: Right Here, Right Now, Saturday AM walk, junk food buffet, 
breakfast buffet, Pizza Ranch lunch, snacks, large and small group 
games and more!  Attendees will be housed overnight at the 
Chieftain  

Please turn in your registration form, available on the youth bulletin 
board, to Caylee Nelson by February 26 (or put in Jeff/MaryEllen 
Nelson’s church mailbox).  Caylee will be working with Mandy Galster 
to coordinate rides, etc. with adult drivers.   

 

mailto:pastorwoodside@gmail.com


Martin Luther School News 

In person and Live-streamed 
on www.facebook.com/

mlsbismarck  
every Wednesday at 8:20 am. 

New Time! 

IMPORTANT MLS DATES 2023 
Feb. 9th  Luther Academy of Music  (LAM) Winter 

recital  (Shepherd of the Valley 6:30p) 
Feb. 20-21 Presidents Day and Prof. Development NO 

SCHOOL 

May 6 Mayfest 

BOARD MEETINGS  The Bismarck-Mandan Lutheran School Association (BMLSA) board of 
directors meets on the third Tuesday of each month at 6:30 pm.  If you have any 

comments to share at the meetings, please contact the school board, Christine 
Kleven (701-391-2289), Art Ziemann (701-667-1776) or Wendy Buck (701-391-
1189) Bethel’s representatives, for more information. 

www.mlsclassical.org 
office 701-224-9070 
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Martin Luther 
Scholarships Are 
Available!  Bethel’s 
Board of Education 
provides MLS 
Scholarships to 
Bethel members.  
The annual amount varies 
depending on the number of Bethel 
students but can be up to 46% of 
your annual tuition AND we will pay 
the enrollment fee!  Please contact 
the church office for an application 
for the 2023-24 Academic year. 

Registration for the 2023-2024 school year is open for 
our pre-schools-7th grade. 

Early registration helps us greatly as we make plans for 
the upcoming school year! 

Please note that there is a slight increase in the tuition 
for kindergarten -7th grade. The annual tuition cost for 
K-7 is now $5,750, an increase of $250 over the rate 
from the past several years. 

Our board is finalizing the tuition assistance process and 
will have that available for those who are seeking that 
help. We are also very thankful for the tuition assistance 
that our association congregations provide for their 
members. 

It is our hope to help eliminate as many barriers as 
possible that would may prohibit people from providing 
classical Lutheran education for their children. Please 
feel free to contact me if you have any questions or 
concerns. My door is open to you! 

-Denise Wolfgram, principal 

Martin Luther School is one of the many non-profit 
organizations that benefits from GIVING HEARTS DAY! Share 
this information with your family and friends. What an easy 
way to support classical Lutheran education with a click of a 
button!  https://givingheartsday.org/ 

FEBRUARY 9TH 

SAVE THE DATE &  
SUPPORT MLS!   

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ju_bBWgGtF875ycH5nsC9VuDdgvBibdRb3-3pwssvNgNyoHGj6ivYqhJyD17-2RaLz3I7fPcCqhFMVx7SKqGMJwUnMX-xQQvuKZ4kmnLqP0tziRFdpTwnW0BULgIT6SDQfb9csbhUV_ULt7vCQvSUA==&c=FEmTZCkzLlUaiyx8UAMeZEJIBWXOaQK8OfCqUwtU0F91OpFT8z-JoQ==&ch=tHZ6uIW-09Qo


Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 

FOR THE LOVE OF LWML  

Although my Mom was not a LWML member I developed a love for LWML after I attended a district 
LWML event back in 1986 in northern Minnesota. The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League has 
changed over the years, keeping pace with women’s changing roles – whether you are a single woman, a 
mother, working mom, grandmother or great-grandmother.  

Our LWML group at Bethel invites you to check us out! It is fascinating to learn how your change (literally 
your spare change from your coin purse) is put to work on mission projects within the United States and 
internationally.  

Bethel’s monthly LWML meetings are the second Monday of every month at 6:30 p.m.  

Sue Hartley-Wolfgram   
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ALL ladies 
of Bethel 

are invited 
to join the 

LWML!  
Next 

meeting: 
Feb 13 @ 
6:30 pm 

The mites collected by the Bethel LWML go to support 
missions in our district, the nation and the world (like that 
featured below).  The LWML set the big Mite Box out in 
the card nook or bring your mites to our monthly meeting.   

Mites = Missions 

Worship Anew has six regular pastors who appear on Worship Anew plus guest 
appearances from church leaders and the speaker of The Lutheran Hour. These homilies 
are about 10 minutes and bringing a message of comfort to those who hear. We find 
ourselves in extremely tumultuous times. It seems so easy to be filled with anxiousness and 
uncertainty. For those unable to attend church, this ministry is a source of great comfort. 
And even for many who still attend church, it is another great opportunity to be built up in 
the faith. This is why, even with the significant growth and success of Worship Anew, there 
is still an incredible challenge to reach people in many other areas around the United 
States, where the program does not currently go. Support from the LWML will be vital in 
ensuring thousands more each week will hear God's Word proclaimed on Worship Anew.  

LWML’S MISSION OF THE MONTH:  Reaching the Homebound with 
God’s Word-Lutheran Ministries Media, Inc. (DBA Worship Anew)
—Lutheran Ministries Media reaches the homebound and aging 
with the life-saving message of the Gospel through the weekly 
broadcast ministry of Worship Anew. With an aging population, the 
need exists to have accessibility to faithful teaching and 
understanding of the Bible as taught in our creeds and Lutheran 
confessions. The broadcast currently reaches areas of New York, 
Georgia, Indiana, Michigan, Illinois, and Iowa. Lutheran Ministries 
Media wants to expand their broadcast area by securing on-the air 
broadcast time on a new nationwide station and also enhance their 
online presence. The grant funds will be used to pay the broadcast 
fees and the internet expansion.  

MY SOUL REJOICES: A SERVICE OF SONG AND PRAYER 

But let all who take refuge in you rejoice; let them ever sing for joy ... 
(Psalm 5:11a). 

2023 LWML PRAYER SERVICE  
February 4 at 9:30 a.m. Messiah, Mandan 



Please join us in studying God’s Word and supporting one another as the body of Christ! 

➢ Sunday Morning Bible Study:  every Sunday morning between services, you are invited to a Bible 
Study led by Pastor Walla or Pastor Woodside in the Fellowship Hall.   In February, we will complete 
our video Bible Study series from Lutheran Hour Ministries entitled “The Mormons: Who are They, 
What They Believe.” *LIVESTREAMED on facebook.com/bethelbismarck/live 

➢ Tuesday Evening Bible Study: held on Tuesdays at 6 pm at Shepherd of the Valley.  
This study is for all ages and is meant to be another Bible learning opportunity beyond Sunday 
mornings.  We are currently studying the Augsburg Confession. 

➢ Sunday AM High School Bible Study: each Sunday at 9:45 AM in the Jerusalem 
Room.     

➢ Middle School Youth Group:  All Bethel and Shepherd of the Valley Middle School 
students  (grade 5-8) are invited every third Sunday from 1-3 pm (February 19) for a time of Bible 

Study, food, friends, and games. Come along and join us. Bring a friend!  RSVP to pastorwoodside@gmail.com or 
text to 951-217-3385 

➢ High School Sunday Game Group:  Youth in grades 8-12 from all five of our local area churches are invited to 
participate in a monthly board gaming club on the fourth Sunday of the month from 1-3 pm (February 26).  We 
will begin with a prayer and devotion, followed by fellowship and games.   Come along and bring a friend!  RSVP 
to pastorwoodside@gmail.com or text to 951-217-3385 

➢ Wednesday High School/Post High School Bible Study:  led by Pat Sebastian and Mandy Galster meets in the 
Jericho Room and on Zoom every Wednesday at 8 pm.  Arrive at 7 pm and join us for activities, food 
and fellowship!  Contact Pat Sebastian (701) 471-3289 / patsebbis@aol.com to receive weekly updates 
via text. 

➢ Young Adult/College & Career Bible Study:  meets the third Saturday of the month at SOTV from 4:30-
7:30 pm (February 18). 

➢ Senior Potluck Gathering: Join other Seniors for a potluck lunch followed by Bible Study on the 4th 
Tuesday of each month at Noon (February 28).   

➢ Men’s Network Breakfast & Bible Study:  meets the third Saturday of each 
month, rotating between the Bismarck-Mandan LCMS churches.  Join other men in our 
community for great food, Bible Study and conversation with brothers in Christ from sister 
congregations.  We will be doing a study on Hymns.  (February 18 @ SOTV) 

➢ Women’s Friday Morning Bible Study: meets weekly on Fridays at 10 am.  (This month we will 
meet Feb 10, 17 & 24.)  All women of the congregation are welcome to join in a study entitled 
“Witness: We Share our Faith”.  Please contact Kristi Dilger (701-400-2172 or kriz21@yahoo.com)for 
more information. 

➢ Women’s Evening Bible Study: meets this month on Monday, February 6th at 6:30 pm.  We are reading 
the book “Grace Under Pressure.”  Contact either Sue Wolfgram at 701-460-0229, or Kim Kuhlmann at 
701-320-0493 for more information or if you need a book. 

➢ Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML):  all women of the congregation are 
invited to the monthly meeting and Bible study held the second Monday of the month at 6:30 
pm.  (February 13) 

➢ Comfort Quilt Work Day: meets monthly.  This month we will meet on Saturday, February 4 
from 12:30-3:30 pm.  We match fabric, cut squares, and sew quilts.  These lap sized quilts are 

being made especially for members of the Bethel family who are experiencing difficult times.  
If you know of a member who could use some additional comfort, please contact 
Contact Sue Hartley-Wolfgram 701-460-0229 (blessingspreserved@yahoo.com). 

Bible Study & Fellowship Opportunities 
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states in our country to protect the unborn babies with the right to life.   

And so we pray for the protection and provision for physical life for all little ones who are conceived.  Whether 
initially desired and planned or not, whether with special needs or not, we pray that You, O Lord, would protect 
them from harm and danger, from the horrors of abortion, and that you would grant them a full life.   

But most especially, Lord, we pray also that you would bless these children with faith in Jesus Christ as their Savior 
and Lord.  Your only begotten Son took on our flesh in the womb of His mother and entered this world as all children 
of men do – only without sin – that He might be one with us and make us Your children.  Grant to all of us – to all 
children and those of all ages – eternal life through Jesus, who is the way, the truth, and the life.  Grant them to 
know your steadfast love for us – how You are for us, not against us…how you have sent Your Son into this world not 
to condemn us but to save us…how You desire that all be saved and come to the knowledge of salvation in Your Son.   

Impart Your blessing to them also in temporal affairs.  Care for them, provide for them, give them food and clothing, 
and deal with them as their mighty heavenly Father.  Be their helper in dangers and calamities, their physician in 
sickness, and their counselor whenever they are in need of good advice.  Give to our children healthy bodies, sound 
minds, as well as lives of piety and holiness in Your sight, in order that they may at all times honor and praise You. 

Protect and guide all pregnant mothers, that they would treasure the new life they are given to bear and not be 
dismayed by fear of pain or cost.  Strengthen all fathers, that they would protect and provide for both mother and 
child so that all would be cared for in this world.  Encourage young people to get married, and encourage husbands 
and wives to desire the gift of children, that they might be fruitful and multiply according to Your gracious will.  
Finally, visit with Your grace those who have committed awful sin by destroying life in the womb.  Bring them to 
repentance, but do not let them sink into despair.  Forgive and heal their souls, that they would trust in Jesus, who 
died for their sin and rose again to give everlasting life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

God’s rich blessings to you and your families, 

Pastor Walla 

(“The Gift of Children” Continued from page 1) 
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Bethel has been  
challenged to build the 

World’s  
Largest Puzzle! 

 Measures 8’ x 29’ when completed 

 60,000 pieces in total divided into 60 parts 

 Bring assembled puzzle back to church by 
Sunday, February 19.  

 During the week of February 19th, we will 
connect all of the 60 parts together on the floor 
of the Fellowship Hall.  The completed puzzle will 
be available for viewing from February 22-26. 

If you think you might not finish your puzzle by the 
deadline OR if you want help getting it to church, 
please call/text Scott T (701-202-9846) for 
assistance. 

DEADLINE= February 19 

Got an idea?! 

I’m looking for an idea for a project 
or an organization to help for this 
year’s Lenten Giving Tree.  In the 
past, we’ve done food, blanket, and 
diaper drives.   Please drop me a 
note if you have a “light bulb” 
moment ☺ - Jenny 

2023 ND District Men’s Retreat 



“But He was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon 
him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed.” 
Isaiah 53:5  The Christian season of Lent begins this month – and with it comes a 
special time to prepare for two of the most important historical events of the Church 
year, the crucifixion and resurrection of our Lord! As we consider our fallen sinful 
condition and need for a Savior, may God’s Holy Spirit strengthen our faith that we 
may more fully understand and receive the redeeming work of our Lord! 

Please continue to share information about our LCMS “Main Street Living” media 
ministry with others. In addition to being broadcast each Sunday morning, you can 

view archived programs anytime at www.mainstreetliving.com – then click on the link under the picture identified 
as “Fargo.” 

Thank you for your needed financial support! Checks may be sent to “Main Street Living NORTH,” 821-5th Ave S, 
Fargo, ND 58103, or donate by Credit Card or your PayPal account on the website. God’s blessing in Christ!     

-Ken Koehler / MSL North Volunteer Coordinator 

 

“MSL North” Programs for February 2023: 

➢ February 5th:  Rev. Bruce Block, Immanuel Lutheran Church, McIntosh, MN, presents the message: “A Message 
of Wisdom or Power?” based on 1 Corinthians 2:15. This Is the Life program: “The Gift”  - A daughter struggles 
over what to do with birthday gift money. 

➢ February 12th:  Rev. Michael Suelzle, St. Andrew Lutheran Church, Niagara, ND, Grace Lutheran Church, Lakota, 
ND, and St. Peter Lutheran Church, Devils Lake, ND, presents the message: “A New Creation” based on Matthew 
5:29-30. “This Is the Life” program: “The Priceless Book” - Money and health troubles on the farm lead a father to 
God’s Word for comfort. 

➢ February 19th:  Rev. Jim Meyer, member of St. John’s Lutheran Church, Thief River Falls, presents the 
message: “The Son Gives Light Beyond Words!” based on Matthew 17:1-9. “This Is the Life” program: “In Search 
of Dignity” - Two factory workers struggle to find meaning after they are replaced by machines. 

➢ February 26th:  Rev. Douglas Thompson, Trinity Lutheran Church, Fischer, MN, and St. Paul Lutheran Church, 
Euclid, MN, presents a message based on Matthew 4:1-11. “This Is the Life” program: “Which Way Grows the 
Vine” - A father struggles to accept the consequences of his actions and set an example for his son. 

 
“MAIN STREET LIVING” is a locally produced TV program that includes a 30-minute worship service led by 
participating pastors of the Minnesota North and North Dakota Districts of our LCMS, along with a 30-minute 
Lutheran Hour program (normally “This Is The Life,” along with occasional church-season specials). 
Programs are broadcast starting at 10:00 am Central Time / 9:00 am Mountain time on the following WDAY XTRA 
Channels: 

Fargo-Moorhead  WDAY Xtra Channel 6.3 
Grand Forks  WDAZ Xtra Channel 8.3 
Bismarck/Dickinson KBMY Xtra Channel 17.3 
Minot/Williston KMCY Xtra Channel 14.3 

Please check your cable and satellite providers for the corresponding channel on your system. MSLN programs are 
also archived for one year and can be viewed at any time on www.mainstreetliving.com then click on “North 
(Fargo)”. 

“Main Street Living” Media Ministry—FEBRUARY 

10 
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https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mainstreetliving.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C9c8c50edb13e467216c808daf65f279d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638093185831185542%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoi
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mainstreetliving.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C5f22eff0c48245be808708d8ff7d022a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637540259657238006%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoi


2023 
Volunteers 

Date Time Task Volunteer 

2/5 

8:30 AM  

Elder Kerwin Wolfgram 

Usher  

Sue Hartley-Wolfgram 

Jessica Schuh 

Acolyte Ezra Woodside 

Videotape Daniel Dinger 

11:00 AM  

Elder Mike Fagerland 

Usher Fagerland Family 

Acolyte Brayden Stai 

 

Organist Eutimia Woodside 

Victoria Woodside 

Altar Guild  Eutimia Woodside 
Altar 
Assistant Anna Harron 

Fellowship LWML 

Offering 
Recorder  

Shawn Heinle 

Bryan Guthmiller 

Dawn Carpenter 

2/6-2/12 Prop Man 
Team  

Blake/Cheryl Wiedrich 

Kerwin Wolfgram 

2/12  

8:30 AM  

Elder Herman Galster 

Usher  

Clay Hoag 

Greg Sutheimer 

Acolyte Josiah Walla 

Videotape Bob Gordon 

11:00 AM  

Elder Bryan Guthmiller 

Usher Guthmiller Family 

Acolyte Colton Kleven 

 

Organist Stefanie Jangula 

Altar Guild  

Herman Galster 

Sharri Galster 
Altar 
Assistant Katie Tschaekofske 

Fellowship  

Offering 
Recorder  

Blake/Cheryl Wiedrich 

Marin Brandenburg 

2/13-2/19  Prop Man 
Team  

Matthew Graves 
Joe Baneck 

Date Time Task Volunteer 

2/19 

8:30 AM  

Elder Darrick Wiest 

Usher  

Josiah Wiest 

Matt Burthold 

Acolyte Nehemiah Wiest 

Videotape Alida Wiest 

11:00 AM  

Elder Adam Mathiak 

Usher Sand Family 

Acolyte Jaxten Stai 

 

Organist Nola Emter 

Altar Guild  

Pam Holscher 

Bev Burkett 
Altar 
Assistant Ava Rummel 

Fellowship LYF 
Donavon & Barbara 
Bauer Offering 

Recorder  Kathie Strum 

2/20-2/26 Prop Man 
Team  

Bruce Link 

Mike Lynk 

2/22 

Ash Wed 
6:00 PM  

Elder Mike Fagerland 

Usher Mike & Randa Eldred 

Acolyte Ezra Woodside 

Videotape Scott Tschaekofske 

Organist Linda Hoag 

2/26 

8:30 AM  

Elder Matthew Graves 

Usher  

Gabe Harron 

Paul Harron 

Acolyte Josiah Walla 

Videotape Daniel Dinger 

11:00 AM  

Elder Chris Gergen 

Usher Allan & Chase Heim 

Acolyte Josiah Walla 

 

Organist Micaiah Wiest 

Altar Guild  

Kaitlyn Baneck 

Niccy Walla 
Altar 
Assistant Cassie Miller 

Fellowship  

Offering 
Recorder  

Doria Burthold 

Mike Eldred 

Sara Schuh 

2/27-3/5 Prop Man 
Team  

Beryl Mogard 

Greg Wanner 
Scott Price 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
5:15p Youth Bells 
5:30p Confirmation Supper 
6:00p Confirmation Classes 
6:00p Hosanna Bells 
7:00p Choir 
8:00p LYF/Post High School 
Bible Study 

2 Groundhog 
Day 
  

3 
  

4 
8:00a Prop. 
Man. Mtg 
9:30a LWML 
Prayer Service 
12:30p Comfort 
Quilt Work Day 

      

5  
8:30a Worship 
9:45a Bible Study & 
Sunday School 
11:00a Worship 
12:30p Sun School 
Teacher Mtg 

6 
10:00a 
Winkel 
6:30p 
Women's 
PM Bible 
Study 

7 
6:00p 
Evening Bible 
Study @ 
SOTV 

8 
5:15p Youth Bells 
5:30p Confirmation Supper 
6:00p Confirmation Classes 
6:00p Hosanna Bells 
7:00p Choir 
8:00p LYF/Post High School 
Bible Study 

9 
Giving Hearts 
Day 

10 
10:00a 
Women's 
Bible Study 

11 

12 Super Bowl 
8:30a Worship 
9:45a Bible Study & 
Sunday School 
11:00a Worship 
1:30p Education Mtg. 
2:30p Elder's Mtg 
3:00p Stewardship Mtg. 
4:00p Council Meeting 

13 
Presidents 
Day 
6:30p LWML 

14 Valentine's 
Day 
6:00p 
Evening Bible 
Study @ 
SOTV 

15 
5:15p Youth Bells 
5:30p Confirmation Supper 
6:00p Confirmation Classes 
6:00p Hosanna Bells 
7:00p Choir 
8:00p LYF/Post High School 
Bible Study 

16 
  

17 
10:00a 
Women's 
Bible Study 

18 
8:00a Men's 
Network 
Breakfast 
@SOTV 
4:30p Young 
Adult/College& 
Career Bible 
Study 

19 Puzzle Deadline 
8:30a Worship 
9:45a Bible Study & 
Sunday School 
11:00a Worship 
1:00p Middle School 
Youth Group 
5:00p Valentine's 
Banquet 

20 
  

21 
6:00p 
Evening Bible 
Study @ 
SOTV 
6:30p BMLSA 
Meeting 

22 Ash Wednesday 
5:15p Lenten Supper 
5:15p Youth Bells 
5:30p Confirmation Supper 
6:00p Ash Wednesday 
Worship 
7:00p Choir 
8:00p Hosanna Bells 
8:00p LYF/Post High School 
Bible Study 

23 
  

24 
10:00a 
Women's 
Bible Study 

25 
  

26 
8:30a Worship 
9:45a Bible Study & 
Sunday School 
11:00a Worship 
1:00p High School Game 
Club 

27 
6:00p Bd of 
Outreach 
Mtg 

28 
10:30a 
Newsletter 
Assembly 
12:00p 
Senior 
Potluck 
Gathering 
6:00p 
Evening Bible 
Study @ 
SOTV 

  

"Tell The Good News 
About Jesus" Convocation 

2023 



 

2 Cassie Miller 
 Andrew & Tina 

Robinson (2 yrs) 
3 Daniel Dinger 
 Connie Kleinjan 
 Judy Ortlip 
4 Carmen Eisenbraun 
 Laura Mehlhoff 
5 Matthew Lapp 
 Heather Magnus 
7 Lindsey Monger 
 Sara Schuh 
8 Janna Bergstedt 
 Leland Fleischer 
9 Peg Reuther 
 Todd Schulz 

9 Micaiah Wiest 
10 Bob Bolinske 
11 Jesse Ringgenberg 
12 Stephanie Dilger 
 Solomon Larson 
 Sandra Young 
13 Cheryl Wiedrich 
14 Brandt Haugen 
 Mark Learn 
 Niccole Walla 
 Keenan Ziemann 
15 Laura Lueder 
 Dennis Martin 
 Madeline 

Ringgenberg 
 Tony Schwartz 
 Ezra Woodside 
17 Elizabeth Schuh 
 Lillian Wiedrich 
19 Remington Heidt 
 Elden Stenseth 
20 Danniele Lueder 
 Nathan Monger 
21 Bensen Stai 

22 Robert 
Bird 

 Ron Lechner 
23 Robert Ebbesen 
 Mark Hasbargen 
 Lydia Hintz 
 Scott Schuh 
24 Dwight & Brenda 

Monger (50 yrs) 
 Andrew Robinson 
25 Joni & Ryan Heidt 

(11 yrs) 
 Justin Hoag 
27 Neil Breimeier 
 Brad Magnus 
28 Delana Bauer 
 Jacob Ell 
 Logan Monger 
 Jill Schiermeister 
29 Genevieve Dinger  
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God’s Blessings to you on your special day!  We would like to list all birthdays and 
anniversaries each month.  If your name is not listed it means we do not have your 
information.  Please contact the church office so our records are up-to-date and everyone 
can be listed in this section. 

Read the Entire Bible in One Year!  For 
last month’s readings, please contact 

the church office. 

This Month’s  

Readings 

Thank you to all who sent 
cards and prayed for Barb and 
our family during her illness 
and death.  We greatly 
appreciate our church family 
caring for us during this 
difficult time. 

Jack & Bob Gordon 

God’s Richest Blessings to 

Dwight & Brenda Monger  
February 24, 1973 

as they celebrate 50 years of 
marriage! 



Present: President Matt Burthold; Paul Harron, appointed 
Vice-President; Jill Rummel, Treasurer; Kristy Dahl & Alida 
Wiest, Board of Education; Herman Galster & Mike 
Fagerland, Board of Elders; Kristi Dilger, Board of Outreach; 
Mike Lynk & Blake Wiedrich, Board of Property 
Management; Shawn Heinle & Paul Klebe, Board of 
Stewardship; Pastor Walla and Jenny Tschaekofske 

At 4:10 pm, Matt Burthold called the meeting to order.  
Pastor Walla led the meeting with an opening prayer.  Matt 
began by welcoming new Council members and thanking 
the outgoing chairmen. 

The November 2022 Council minutes were previously 
reviewed via email.  A motion was made, seconded and 
passed to accept the minutes as written. 

President’s Report–Matt Burthold 

Matt Burthold has appointed Paul Harron to serve as the 
Congregational Vice-President until an election can be held 
at the January 22nd Voters’ Meeting.  Also on the agenda for 
the Quarterly Voters’ Meeting will be 
• Election of the vice-chairs of Elders and Education 
• Financial Review findings 
• Nomination of Synodical President, Vice-President and 

Regional VP 

Matt has appointed a Committee to review Bethel’s 
Constitution, Bylaws & Handbook consisting of members 
Michele Agnew, Paul Harron, and Adam Mathiak.  Matt 
asked the Boards to review their sections with comments 
submitted by April.  The goal is to present any revisions to 
the Voters at the October meeting. 

Pastor’s Report – Pastor Walla 

Official Acts:   
• Baptism of Mike Bhend (12/25/22) 
• Adult Confirmation of Mike Bhend & Amy Jo Schutt 

(12/25/22) 
• Funeral & Committal of Barbara Gordon (11/29/22) 
• Upcoming baptisms for  

 Kaysen Grace Hoag, daughter of Justin & Breana 
Hoag (1/15/23) 

 Ellie Anna Bergstedt, daughter of Blaine & Janna 
Bergstedt (1/29/23) 

• Upcoming weddings: 
 Mike Bhend & Amy Jo Schutt (5/7/23) at Bethel 
 Drew Asche & Maddy Woodle (5/27/23) at 

Immanuel, Fargo 
 Aidan Quirk & Brenna Olson (7/23/23) at Bethel 

Average regular Sunday attendance in December was 210 
(does not include Christmas Eve/Day). 

Pastor Walla will be accompanying approximately 20 other 
Bethel men to the annual District Men’s Retreat on January 

13-14 at Shepherd’s Hill. 

He has been invited to give the closing prayer at the 
Right to Life march at the ND Capitol on 
Sunday, January 22nd. 

He will attend the District Circuit Visitors 
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Council Meeting Minutes January 8, 2023 

meeting in Fargo on February 2-3.  Council enquired about 
vacancies within our circuit.  There is a vacancy at Grassy 
Butte/Belfield which is being covered by the pastors from 
Beach and Dickinson, respectively.  Due to financial 
difficulties, these congregations can not afford to care for a 
pastor and his family at this time.  Additionally, Pastor 
Woodside is serving as administrative vacancy pastor at 
Messiah, Mandan while Rev. Zellers deals with health issues.  
Sunday services at Messiah are being officiated by the 
pastors in the area. 

Pastor Walla and his family will speak about family devotions 
at the Family Convocation: Tell the Good News About Jesus 
event at the Bismarck Ramada, February 10-11. 

Building Committee –Gary Rath 

On behalf of the Building Committee, Gary distributed a 
draft of four motions for consideration for the Council to 
bring to Voters -attached.  To summarize, the Building 
Committee has narrowed down the four plans submitted by 
the architect and would recommend moving forward to 
develop a master plan using Plan B as a basis (Motion 1) with 
further consideration given to items listed in Motion 2.  In 
addition, the Committee is prioritizing the renovation of the 
bathrooms and the installation of a 2-hour fire protection 
separation partition and is asking authorization to proceed 
within the next 12-18 months (Motion 3).  In order to plan 
financially, they request that Council form a Finance 
Committee to plan and fundraise for the total project costs 
(Motion 4).   

The Council discussed these recommendations and 
concluded that: 

• Further funding would need to be allocated to develop 
and/or pursue any of these recommendations.   

• With consideration to the low number of survey 
responses, the low attendance at the small group 
meetings and the overall concern from members 
regarding costs/debt, council members believe that the 
congregation may not be excited for a large building 
project at this time.   

• Paul Harron, former President, reminded the Council 
that the purpose of the Building Committee was to 
explore expansion possibilities as it relates to developing 
a Strategic Ministry Plan.  The Council feels that the 
Committee has answered many of the questions. 

• Significant repairs are needed in the existing structure 
which may be a better use of resources. 

A motion was made, seconded and approved to report 
to the Voters that the Building Committee would like to 
use Plan B with additional considerations as a basis for a 
future building project.  However, due to lack of interest 
and finances and much needed repairs in the existing 
facility, the Council recommends that the congregation 
not proceed with a Building project at this time.  Having 
fulfilled their purpose, the Building Committee can be 
dissolved.  The Council recommends that the 



congregation focus on maintaining the existing facility 
with priority given to the replacement of the front 
exterior door, the windows in the narthex, fellowship 
hall, kitchen, offices and front sanctuary. 

With said projects giving priority, the Board of Property 
Management expressed concern if their “Maintenance & 
Repair” budget together with the Capital Replacement fund 
would adequately cover costs.  As a building project is being 
put on hold, could the Building Fund be used if those two 
funds are depleted?  As total cost estimates have not been 
finalized, the Council agreed that this should be discussed 
with the Voters before requesting any allocation. 

Treasurer Reports –Jill Rummel 

The November & December Monthly Transaction reports 
and a draft of the 2022 End-of-Year Balance sheets were 
distributed – attached.  Jill highlighted the following: 

• As a matter of reporting, Jill will move the “GF 
Miscellaneous” income to the Other income section as 
this category is mostly a holding fund for miscellaneous 
pass-through donations and should be relied upon to 
cover any budgeted expenses.  It will also be removed 
from income for the Overall Budget for that reason. 

• Under Elders’ expenses: item 61080 Walla Conferences 
& Meetings was overbudget due to fees assessed by the 
ND District to cover costs associated with the upcoming 
Synodical Convention.  The Board has already considered 
this now annual assessment in their 2023 Budget.  
Additionally, items 61100 Altar Supplies and 61150 
Worship Supplies will be combined in 2023. 

• Overall, we are reporting a positive margin of over 
$25,000 – To God Be Praised! 

A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve the 
Treasurer’s reports. 

Education & Martin Luther School Report –Kristy Dahl 

Alida Wiest will accept the nomination to be the vice-chair 
for 2023. 

The Board has approved changing their budget to cover 2/3 
of student registration fees for national and regional events.  
The remaining 1/3 will be covered by families and/or 
fundraising.    The Board plans to simplify their fundraising 
model. 

The Bravera youth checking account will be closed and 
money transferred to the USBank youth account by the end 
of January. 

The youth will soon be selling tickets to a fundraiser on 
February 19.  The event will be an adult meal with daycare 
provided for a late-Valentines celebration. 

Changing the Children’s Christmas Program to a Sunday 
afternoon was well received. 

As there was no Concordia Publishing House sale on Black 
Friday, the Board has given Pastor Walla authorization to 
order the reference books needed for this year’s graduates.  
“Catching up” the other students will be done more 
gradually than all in one year. 

Board of Elders’ Reports – Herman Galster 

Chris Gergen will accept the nomination to be 
the vice-chair for 2023.  Jordan Krill has accepted 
the role as Elder to replace Scott Schuh who has 
stepped down. 

The Board has approved a Social Crisis Assistance request in 
the amount of $1,000 for a Bethel family.  Currently, the 
Social Crisis Assistance Policy authorizes the pastors to give 
up to $500 to a member for assistance.  With the rising costs 
of living expenses, the Elders will recommend to the Voters 
that the limit increase to $1,000. 

The Board has approved an increase from $4,700 to $5,000 
in their budget for the pastors’ Health Savings accounts to 
reflect an increase in their annual insurance deductible.  The 
intent of the Board has been to ask that the family cover up 
to $1,000 of the deductible.  Additionally, the Board 
approved pre-funding said accounts so the families can 
cover their on-going medical expenses. 

For the 2023 Christmas worship services, the Board 
approved the scheduling of services at 9 am (regular Sunday 
worship), 4 pm and 6 pm for Christmas Eve, Sunday, 
December 24 and 9 am with Holy Communion for Christmas 
Day, Monday, December 25. 

Board of Outreach Report – Kristi Dilger 

A card making activity was held on December 10.  They plan 
to send greeting cards throughout the year. 

Last weekend the Board prepared and delivered meals to 
our shut-ins who are living at home.  There was very positive 
feedback.  The Board is considering continuing this project 
on a quarterly basis. 

Property Management Report –Mike Lynk 

Joe Baneck has accepted a position on the Board. 

With the large amount of snow received this year, the Board 
is considering hiring a bobcat to remove some of it off-site.  
Also, to thank Dana Brandenburg for his extensive work 
clearing the lots, the Board has approved a payment of 
$1,000 from their Maintenance & Repair budget. 

Board of Stewardship – Shawn Heinle 

To account for miscellaneous banking fees including 
transaction fees from online giving as well as monthly 
expenses for the accounting software, the Board has 
requested an additional budget item: “Banking Fees” up to 
$2,000. 

As the church office is getting a new computer, there is a 
laptop available for Recording Teams to work in a separate 
space.  Printing their reports is possible through our wireless 
internet network, however the Board feels that running back 
and forth to the office would be cumbersome.  A possible 
solution is to print to a .pdf however, the Board would 
prefer that the Recorders sign off on their submission in 
paper form.  The Board has requested that a blank report 
form be generated for the teams to handwrite totals and 
signatures. 

(Continued on page 16) 
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Endowment Committee – Matt Burthold 

A Bethel Member, who has requested to 
remain anonymous, has donated in excess 
of $15,000 for the eventual replacement of 
the organ or piano.  (Current organ is 
approximately 30 years.)  The Endowment 
Committee will request approval from the 
Voters to establish a separate designated 
fund for organ replacement.   

Advance permission was given to Jenny to 
purchase a new Christmas Tree from the 
Designated Memorial for Christmas 
Decorations ($915 in fund as of 
09/30/2022) when Seasonal Sales/ 
clearance prices occur – Approximately 
$500. 

Amy Miller has contributed memorials on 
behalf of Doug.  These have been placed in 
the Undesignated Memorial fund until the 
family determines their intended project. 

Youth Financial Review – Matt Burthold 

Haga Kommer has submitted their report 
to the Council and Pat Sebastian has 
submitted a Client Response, both 
attached. 

No major issues were found, however the 
Council was asked to consider our practices 
with regard to private inurement and how 
it could affect the church’s non-profit 
status.  To simplify, assigning fundraising 
amounts to individual students based upon 
their participation in a fundraising event 
may be considered to be a personal 
financial benefit to an individual student.  
However, as these funds remain the 
property of Bethel, are not distributed to 
individuals, and are used only for the 
spiritual enrichment of the students, this 
definition does not apply.  As there is some 
legal ambiguity, the Board of Education 
plans to simplify/modify fundraising efforts 
going forward.  

Other Business- none 

The next Council meeting is scheduled for 
Sunday, February 12th at 4 pm. 

The next Voters’ meeting is scheduled for 
Sunday, January 22nd at 1 pm following a 
noon potluck. 

The meeting was adjourned by Matt 
Burthold. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
Jenny Tschaekofske 

(Continued from page 15) 
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The January 22, 2023, Quarterly Voters’ meeting was called to order at 1 pm 
by Congregational President Matt Burthold.  Pastor Jonathan Walla led with 
an opening prayer.   

Election of 2023 Officers 

A motion was made, seconded and passed to elect Paul Harron as 
Congregational Vice-President, Chris Gergen as Vice Chair of Elders and Alida 
Wiest as Vice Chair of Education. 

The October 16, 2022 Quarterly Voters’ Meeting Minutes were approved by 
the Voters.  

Pastor’s Report – Pastor Walla 

Official Acts: 
• Baptism of Adalyn Smith (11/6/22), Michael Bhend (12/25/22) and Kaysen 

Hoag (1/15/23) 
• Profession of Faith/Adult Confirmation of Maddie Woodle (11/27/22), 

Michael Bhend and Amy Jo Schutt (12/25/22) 
• Funerals for Doug Miller (11/5/22), Barb Gordon (11/29/22) and Marlys 

Rosemore (1/20/23) (mother of Bethel member Melinda Lapp) 

Pastor Walla will officiate at several upcoming weddings: 
• Michael Bhend and Amy Jo Schutt (5/7/23) at Bethel 
• Drew Asche and Maddie Woodle (5/27/23) at Immanuel, Fargo. 
• Aidan Quirk and Brenna Olson (7/23/23) at Bethel 

Average Sunday Attendance in October was 213, in November was 200 and in 
December was 210. 

Pastor accompanied 18 Bethel men to the District Men’s Retreat at 
Shepherd’s Hill on January 13-14.  52 men participated in the retreat. 

Pastor Walla has been asked to lead the closing prayer at today’s Right to Life 
March at the ND Capitol. 

In February, he will talk on the topic of sharing your faith within your family/
home at the “Tell the Good News About Jesus” Family convocation at the 
Bismarck Ramada Inn. 

Bethel is participating in a pilot project entitled “Set Apart to Serve” designed 
to raise up future church workers.  Pastor Walla will attend the initial training 
session in St. Louis, MO at the end of February.  Darrick Wiest has agreed to 
help implement this program at Bethel. 

Pastor Woodside is serving as the administrative vacancy pastor at Messiah, 
Mandan while Rev. Zellers is on a leave-of-absence.  Area pastors are 
scheduled to lead Sunday worship services.  In February, Pastor Woodside will 
lead services at Bethel on the 1st and 3rd Sundays and at Messiah on the 2nd 
and 4th. 

Within our circuit, the congregations of rural Hazen (aka Manhaven, Trinity-
Pick City) and Underwood, served by Rev. Schieber, have been experiencing 
some financial difficulties.  Since Rev. Schieber is being compensated for 
serving the vacancy at Garrison/Max, no immediate decisions/changes need 
to be made by rural Hazen-Underwood.  While their Call process has not 
begun, there is a possibility of combining all four congregations. 

Nomination of Synodical Officers – Each LCMS congregation is entitled to 
nominate a candidate for Synodical President and two candidates for 1st Vice 
President and Regional Vice President to stand for election at the next 
Synodical Convention.  A motion was made, seconded and passed to 
nominate Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison for Synodical President, Rev. Peter Lang 
and Rev. Terry Forke for 1st Vice-President and Rev. Nabil Nour as Regional 
Vice President. 

Voters’ Mtg Minutes Jan 22, 2023 



Board of Stewardship – Shawn Heinle 

The 2023 Final Budget was distributed 
(attached).  Based upon actual “Church City Utility/
garbage” expenses for 2022 (see Treasurer’s reports), 
it was recommended that this budget line be increased 
to $4,000.  A motion was made, seconded and passed to 
approve the budget as amended. 

Treasurer –Jenny Tschaekofske for Jill Rummel 

The 2022 End of Year Budget Report and Balance sheet were 
distributed to the Voters (attached).  The year ended with a 
positive margin of over $28,000 when a deficit of 
approximately $37,000 was projected.  A motion was made, 
seconded and passed to approve the report. 

Vice-President’s Report – Paul Harron – no report. 

President’s Report– Matt Burthold 

Under Bethel’s Constitution, By-laws and Handbook 
guidelines, said document is to be reviewed every two years.  
Matt has appointed a Review Committee to include Michele 
Agnew, Paul Harron and Adam Mathiak.  The Committee has 
been asked to present their recommendations at the 
October quarterly meeting.  Comments can be given to any 
of the church boards or members of the review committee. 

Haga Kommer was contracted to review Bethel’s finances for 
2020 and 2021.  The report on the General Fund was 
presented at the July 2022 Voters’ meeting.  The youth 
portion of the report has just been received with the 
conclusion that the financial practices were conducted in 
accordance with accepted accounting procedures.  One 
suggestion was for the church to review an article on private 
inurement with regard to non-profit organizations.  While it 
is believed that the article does not apply to Bethel, as a 
faith-based versus community-based 501c3 organization, the 
Board of Education is discussing changes to the allocation of 
fundraising money.  Specifically, individual student accounts 
will no longer be maintained.  The Board reports that the 
Bravera LYF account will be closed so all Youth funds can be 
combined at USBank. 

With no volunteers stepping forward to be on the 2022 
Financial Review committee, a motion was made, seconded 
and passed to authorize the President to solicit bids for a 
third-party review. 

Building Committee – Brett Morlok 

The Committee held several small group meetings inviting 
the congregation to discuss the architect’s most recent 
proposals.  The Committee then met to summarize the 
comments and make recommendations to Council.  As per 
Council minutes from 1/22/23:   

[the Council will] report to the Voters that the Building 
Committee would like to use Plan B with additional 
considerations as a basis for a future building project.  
However, due to lack of interest and finances and much 
needed repairs in the existing facility, the Council 
recommends that the congregation not proceed with a 
Building project at this time.  Having fulfilled their 
purpose, the Building Committee can be dissolved.  The 

(Continued on page 18) 
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Feb 2023 Election of Congregational Electors – each LCMS 
congregation is entitled to have a pastoral and lay delegate 
to vote in the Synodical Election.  As Pastor Woodside is 
ineligible because his position is shared, Pastor Walla will be 
Bethel’s pastoral delegate.  A motion was made, seconded 
and passed to elect Darrick Wiest as Bethel’s lay delegate. 

Board of Education/Martin Luther School– Alida Wiest – no 
report. 

Board of Elders –Herman Galster 

Herman thanked Chris Gergen for volunteering his service as 
the Vice Chair this year and Jordan Krill for joining the 
Board. 

Due to rising cost of living expenses, the Board has proposed 
increasing the giving limit of the Social Crisis Assistance 
policy.  Additionally, they propose updates to align the 
member and non-member portions of the policy.  The tiered 
structure gives pastoral discretion up to a limit and 
increased limits when given Board approval.  A motion was 
made, seconded and passed to accept the Social Crisis 
Assistance Policy as presented (attached). 

With Concordia Health increasing the families’ annual 
deductible, the Elders have approved increasing the 
church’s portion of the Pastors’ Health Savings Account 
(HSA) contributions (see 2023 Budget attached). 

Board of Outreach – Kristi Dilger 

The Trunk-or-Treat event in October was a great success 
with 14 trunks serving over 300 children.  The Gergen Family 
won the “Best Decorated” award with their Narnia theme.  
Candy supplies ran out quickly and had to be replenished. 

In November, the Board helped pack 500 shoeboxes for 
Operation Christmas Child. 

A card making event was held in December.  Get-well, 
sympathy, etc. greeting cards will be sent to shut-ins and 
other members throughout the year. 

The Board’s Adopt-a-Family for 2022 was the Rev. Loeslie 
family from Morristown, MN.  Rev. Loeslie was diagnosed 
with Huntington’s disease and had to resign from the 
ministry. 

A pinochle tournament is planned for Sunday, January 29th 
from 1:30-4pm. 

Property Management – Mike Lynk 

The Board meets every first Saturday of the month for a 
short meeting and to work on projects throughout the 
church.  They are actively recruiting new members. 

The Board is facing two major projects to maintain and 
improve the facility. 

Windows in the Fellowship Hall, kitchen, narthex, offices and 
front of the sanctuary are original to the 1967-built 
structure and are only single pane.  Many of the wood 
frames are rotted and require replacement.  Cost estimates 
obtained last year range from $32,000 to $35,000 
depending on the style of window. 

The roof on the Fellowship Hall/kitchen has been leaking on 
and off since at least 2016.  The extent of repairs is unknown 
until spring when further evaluation can be completed. 



The “Give+” mobile phone application is 
being replaced by a new app: “Vanco 
Mobile”.   
➢ Download the FREE app on your Apple or Android phone—OR– Click 

on the Vanco link on Bethel’s website 
➢ Make one-time or recurring donations using your debit/credit card 

or checking/savings account 
➢ Log in or donate as a guest 
➢ Securely and conveniently manage donations using Touch ID/

Fingerprint, PIN or password 

NOTE:  There is a processing fee applied to each transaction (2.75% for 
credit cards and 1.00% for checking/savings).  If you choose, you may 
offset Bethel’s fees at the time of your donation. 

Consider a gift in honor or memory of someone you love! 

Approved Endowment 
Categories 

Approximate 
Cost 

 Amount in Fund 
(as of 12/31/2022) 

Designated Memorials     

Building Fund on going  $  80,128.28 

Sound System on going  $    4,012.99 

Altar on going  $    1,492.72 

Music Department on going  $  16,384.67 

Sunday School on going  $       380.59  

New Christmas Decorations  $  4,000.00   $       915.00 

Undesignated Memorials    $ 70,865.20 

Total Memorials   $174,179.45 

Stewardship News 

APPROVED ENDOWMENT LIST Bethel’s 
Endowment Committee maintains a list of 
items (approved by the Voters) for memorials 
and bequests.  As money is given in honor or 
memory of a loved one, the funds are put in 
Bethel’s memorial funds.  You may give your 
gift to the Memorial fund (undesignated) or 

you may designate the money towards a specific item on the list. 

Council recommends that the congregation focus on 
maintaining the existing facility with priority given to the 
replacement of the front exterior door, the windows in 
the narthex, fellowship hall, kitchen, offices and front 
sanctuary. 

A motion was made, seconded and passed to dissolve the 
current Committee.  Further, a motion was made, seconded 
and passed to direct the Board of Property Management to 
seek bids for window/door replacement and roof repairs.  
The Board was asked to report their recommendations to the 
Voters either at the April quarterly meeting or at a Special 
Meeting should the work schedule require more immediate 
decisions. 

Additionally, the Voters were asked to consider the use of the 
Building Fund should the Maintenance and Repair budget 
and/or the Capital Replacement Fund not prove adequate.  
Project funding sources will be clarified before proceeding. 

Endowment Committee – Matt Burthold 

A member of Bethel has contributed over $15,000 which they 
would like to go towards the eventual replacement of the 
piano and/or organ.  Per Endowment Committee 
recommendation, a motion was made, seconded and passed 
to approve a new Designated Memorial Fund for Piano/
Organ Replacement.  (The funds are currently held in the 
“Music” designated memorial. 

The committee gave pre-approval to Jenny Tschaekofske or 
designee to purchase a new Christmas tree for the chancel. 

Additionally, the family of Doug Miller has donated a 
memorial on his behalf and will be designating the funds’ 
purpose in the future. 

Other items - none 

The meeting was closed with the Lord’s prayer led by Matt 
Burthold. 

Respectfully submitted, Jenny Tschaekofske 

(Continued from page 17) 
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The Young Investors (Y.I.) 
Club helps children learn the 
value of saving, spending and 
sharing money—while 
empowering ministry 
through the Lutheran Church 
Extension Fund (LCEF).  With 
an investment of just $25 to 
open LCEF’s Y.I. 
StewardAccount, young 
investors become a Y.I. Club member.  

Forms and additional information are available on 
the bulletin board in the hall. If you wish to 
deposit less than $25, contact Pat Sebastian (471-
3289) and she will assist you. 

Benefits & Features 
• Minimum of $25 to open the account 
• Premium interest rates ($25-$1,000 2%)  

(Recent rate increase to 1.25% for over 
$1,000)  

• Interest compounded and paid monthly 
• Savings that grow with your child, while 

remaining accessible 
• Checks and Visa® debit card available to 

custodian 
• Debit card available to your child at age 16 
• Opportunity to make additional investments 

with checks or Y.I. Stamps 
• Ages 7-18: 

 Extra credit in investment for good grades 
(form available on tie-dye bulletin board) 

 Extra credit in the investment for 
community service (form available on tie-
dye bulletin board) 

• High school seniors - Take Heart scholarship 

Learn more at 
https://lcef.org/
young-investors-

club/ 

https://lcef.org/young-investors-stamp-program/


Your Board of 
Elders wants you to 
know if you have 
any needs, or 
questions, you can 
contact your elder 
at any time.  Your 
Bethel family truly 
wants to reach out, 
care for, and share 
the love of Christ!   

Elder Family 
Assignment 

Home 
Phone 

Cell Phone – 
texting 

available 

Gary Rath A-C - 701-471-9092 

Kerwin Wolfgram D-E - 701-270-2434  

Herman Galster F-G 258-0543 701-426-8044 

Chris Gergen H-I - 701-320-7272  

Bryan Guthmiller J-K - 701-202-3476 

Adam Mathiak L - 262-352-8763 

Darrick Wiest M - 701-426-1987 

Mike Fagerland N-R 258-8497 701-425-7448 

Matt Graves S 751-0540 701-240-4391 

Jordan Krill T-Z - 701-822-4006 

 
 
 

2023  
Elected  
Board 

Officers 

 
 

President of Congregation 
Matt Burthold 

 

Vice-President 
Paul Harron 

 
Treasurer 

Jill Rummel 
 

Education 
Kristy Dahl, Chair 

Alida Wiest, Vice-Chair 

 

Elders 
Herman Galster, Chair 

Chris Gergen, Vice-Chair 
 

Outreach 
Kristi Dilger, Chair 

Candace Harron, Vice-
Chair 

 

Property Management  
Mike Lynk, Chair 

Vice-Chair-OPEN 

 

Stewardship 
Shawn Heinle, Chair 

Paul Klebe, Vice-Chair 
 

Our church boards are 
always seeking new 
volunteers to help in our 
mission of “Reaching, 
Caring and Sharing Christ.”  
Please contact any Board 
member if you are 
interested in helping! 
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Income Jan-Dec 2022 2022 Budget Budget % 

Envelopes  $    384,562.07   $      361,624.00  106% 

All other  $      95,201.10   $      102,361.50  93% 

Total Revenue  $    479,763.17   $      463,985.50  103% 

Expenses    

Elders  $    280,048.01   $      289,379.70  97% 

Property Management  $      54,261.20   $        67,250.00  81% 

Education  $      25,386.60   $        45,201.00  56% 

Outreach  $        2,448.48   $          5,250.00  47% 

Stewardship  $      89,266.93   $        93,877.00  95% 

Total Expenses  $    451,411.22   $      500,957.70  90% 

Margin  $      28,351.95   $      (36,972.20)  

Bethel’s Quarterly Financial Report 

We are including a Financial Synopsis in the newsletter so you are 
aware of the financial position of Bethel.  Within our congregation 
God has blessed each one of us differently.  As you consider these 
figures and how God has blessed you, please keep in mind these 
words from St. Paul:  Remember this—Whoever sows sparingly will 
also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap 
generously.  Each man should give what he has decided in his heart 

to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  And God is able to 
make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you 
will abound in every good work.   2 Corinthians 9:6-8 

If you have any questions or concerns about Bethel’s financial information,  
please contact our Treasurer,  Jill Rummel (701-471-6230 or treasurer@bethelbismarck.com). 

A Glance at 2022 Giving 
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Find us on the web! 
www.bethelbismarck.com or www.facebook.com/bethelbismarck 

February Events 
Feb 4 LWML Prayer Service @ Messiah 

 Comfort Quilt Work Day 

Feb 5 Sunday School Teacher Meeting 

Feb 6 “Grace Under Pressure” Women’s 
PM Bible Study 

Feb 9 Giving Heart’s Day 

Feb 10-11 “Tell the Good News About Jesus” 
Evangelism Convocation 

Feb 12 Church Board/Council meetings 

Feb 13 LWML monthly meeting 

Feb 18 Men’s Network Breakfast 

 Young Adult/College & Career 
Bible Study 

Feb 19 Middle School Youth Group 

 Valentine’s Banquet 

 Puzzle Deadline 

Feb 22 Ash Wednesday 

Feb 26  High School Game Club 

Feb 28 Newsletter Assembly 

 Senior Potluck 


