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parents treat their 
own children with 
the use of money.  
When a family is 
going on a trip, the 
parents do not make 
their children earn 
their way to go.  
They cover all 
expenses for their 
children simply 
because they are family.  The parents are pleased to be 
able to do this and provide a wonderful experience for 
their kids.  The same principle usually applies for other 
events that will help them to grow in their skills for music 
or sports, for which the parents will cover the way for 
their kids to go to music camp or hockey camp.  At some 
point, there might be special events that the parents are 
unable to cover and say, “If you want to go to that, you’ll 
have to get a job to earn some money.” 

So, when viewing youth events from the perspective of 
children in a family rather than workers in the workforce, 
it helps to distill our thinking.  When the congregation has 
decided that there is a good and worthwhile event that 
we want to send our children to – that it will teach our 
children about the catechism, about worship, about 
hymns, and will encourage them in their hearing of God’s 
Word and receiving of His gifts – and when the 
congregation is financially able to afford to send them, 
the question is:  why would we make the children earn 

(Continued on page 2) 

Thinking Theologically About Fundraising  
Rev. Jonathan Walla 

When parents are raising their children, they want to 
teach responsibility and dedication and hard work.  This is 
a generally shared desire, common among most people, 
even non-Christians.  Christians, in particular, have 
historically been known for their good work-ethic, their 
dependability, and this reputation often meant extra 
respect in the workplace and in society.  St. Paul, in 
speaking to the Christians in Thessalonica, reminded them 
how he and Silas and Timothy had “with toil and labor 
worked night and day, that [they] might not be a 
burden” (2 Thess. 3:8).  He is responding to the news that 
some in the congregation were instead being lazy, 
spending their time as meddlers and gossips.  At the same 
time, we have a description of the early Christians “selling 
their possessions and belongings and distributing the 
proceeds to all, as any had need” (Acts 2:45). 

When it comes to our own day and our own congregation, 
how do we properly think about fundraising for youth 
events?  I have heard it said that one of the purposes of 
fundraising for our youth at church is to instill 
responsibility.  There’s a desire for youth to have some 
skin in the game and to do the work to earn their chance 
to be able to go to a youth event.   

What framework do we use to consider this subject?  Are 
youth events in the realm of how things go in the 
workplace or in the realm of the family?  I would suggest 
that it is more appropriate to understand the idea of 
sending our children to certain youth events as modeled 
after the family. 

So, how does this apply to fundraising?  Since the church 
is modeled after the family, it is wise to consider how 
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The Living Last Supper 
4:00 & 7:30 pm 

Saturday, April 1 

it?  What do we want them to prove to us? 

Most importantly, we want to consider what fundraising teaches our youth about service in 
the church.  Perhaps it teaches hard work and responsibility.  But perhaps it also teaches 
something that we don’t intend:  that if you serve in the church you expect to get paid in 
return.  We want instead to raise up our youth to be faithful members of the church, who 
first and foremost, come to church week after week to receive forgiveness and life in Jesus, 
and then who serve freely and joyfully as ushers and musicians and altar guild and 
videographers and carers of the church, not expecting anything in return.   

This brings us back one more time to the matter of responsibility and hard work.  A good 
work ethic is truly an important character that we want to instill in our children and that all 
people should aspire to.  Nevertheless, the goal of a Christian in working hard is not for the 
building up of the self.  Rather, it is for the sake of the neighbor.  We want dedicated, 
responsible, hard-working children who will persevere through challenges and adversities, 
for this purpose:  so that they can serve as the very best husbands to their wives (and vice 
versa), fathers and mothers to their children, workers for their boss, citizens for their 
country, hearers of the Word, and witnesses of the Gospel to all.  

While the benefit of a good reputation and a better paying job often do come to those with 
a good worth ethic, Jesus shows us the way of the cross, and He says that as His followers, 
we should not expect the world to reward our good works.  He says that if the world hated 
Him, then it will also hate us.  The apostles are the perfect example of this.  They worked 
tirelessly for the sake of sharing the gospel with their neighbors, and yet all of them were 
persecuted in some way; most were martyred.  Nevertheless, they were willing to lose 
everything – even their lives – for the very reason that they had already been given much 
more than a “free lunch”…they had been given the riches of heaven in Christ!  St. Paul 
teaches this very thing as a joyful response to the sure and certain promise of the 
resurrection:  “Therefore, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, knowing that in the Lord, your labor is not in vain.” (1 Cor. 15:58).  That is to say, since 
they did not have to worry about earning anything before God – already standing justified 
before God by faith in Christ – they were now totally freed to serve and to sacrifice, not 
needing anything more.   

God grant us wisdom and discernment for thinking properly about such things, that the 
church may be built up and that our children may be brought up “in the discipline and 
instruction of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4).  Grace be with you. 

In Christ, Pastor Walla  

Continued from page 1) 



Jesus Came to Serve You 
A Lenten Meditation on Christ’s Passion according 

to St. Matthew 

During the season of Lent this year, our focus will be on the portion of 
Matthew’s Gospel that describes the events of Jesus’ betrayal into the 
hands of the Jews, His trials, sufferings, crucifixion, and death.  The word 
used to describe all of this is “passion.”  As we meditate on the passion of 
our Lord, we will be stopping along the way to consider the questions 
raised – some in response to Jesus; some by Jesus Himself.  These are 
questions ponder such things as to who is going to cause His suffering, 
how He could have escaped it if He so desired, and ultimately, why He 
would undertake such wrath from man and from God.  Through it all, we 
will see one persistent theme:  Jesus came to suffer it all to serve you.  
“The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as 
a ransom for many” (Matt 20:28). 

The passion narrative shows us the most piercing proclamation of both 
the law and the gospel.  We see the injustices foisted upon Jesus, the 
denials and betrayals of His followers, the whip and nails and ragged 
breathing, and the being forsaken of the Father – and in such depths, we 
see the wages of our own sin.  We see what we deserve – what should 
have been ours.  But at the same time, we also see the incredible width 
and breadth and depth and height of God’s love for us, that He would take 
our sin upon Himself, suffer the wrath due to us, and pay the price for our 
redemption.  Jesus goes to the cross to serve our greatest need.  He goes 
there for the forgiveness of our sins and the hope of our resurrection. 

A ransom is what is given in exchange.  It is something paid out to redeem 
someone from the clutches of a dark and sinister fate or foe.  The 
payment price is the blood of Jesus.  It is His holy passion.  And the dark 
and sinister fate is the punishment for our sins.  We owe this debt to the 
law of God.  And Christ takes our place.  

The questions poised and statements made in this series are openings into 
the passion of our Lord.  They open us up to greater understanding.  We 
watch and learn with the disciples to see and hear what Jesus is 
accomplishing for us all. 
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LIVING LAST SUPPER CAST & CREW: 
DATES TO KNOW 

Sun 3/ 5 @ 6:30pm—First Rehearsal/
mtg  

Sun 3/19 @ 6:30pm—Second Rehearsal 
Sun 3/26 @ noon—Stage Setup and full 

rehearsal with lunch potluck 
Mon 3/27 @ 6:30pm—Full Rehearsal  
Thurs 3/30 @ 6:30pm—Dress Rehearsal 
Sat 4/1 @ 4:00pm & 7:30pm—

PERFORMANCES 

3/1 
Matt 

26:1-29 
“Is it I, Lord?” 

3/8 
Matt 

26:30-56 

“Do you think that I cannot 
appeal to my Father, and he 
will at once send me more 

than twelve legions of 
angels?” 

3/15 
Matt 

26:57-75 
“Are you the Christ, the Son 

of God?” 

3/22 
Matt 

27:1-30 
“Are you the King of the 

Jews?” 

3/29 
Matt 

27:31-66 
“My God, my God, why 
have you forsaken me?” 

4/6 
Maundy 

Thurs  

1 Cor 
11:23-32 

“For as often as you eat this 
bread and drink the cup, 
you proclaim the Lord's 
death until he comes.” 

4/7 
Good 

Fri 

Gen 
2:24 

“Therefore a man shall 
leave his Father and his 

mother and cleave to his 
wife and the two shall 

become one flesh.” 

4/9 
Easter  

Matt 
28:1-10 

“You seek Jesus who was 
crucified.  He is not here, 

for He has risen, as He 
said.” 

Midweek Lenten Worship 

Wednesdays @ 6 pm 

3/1: Board of Outreach 

3/8: Board of Stewardship 

3/15: Board of Elders 

3/22: Board of Property Management 

3/29: Choir/Hosanna Bells 

Bethel’s Board of Education 
has challenged our other 
boards and church groups to 
help serve our Lenten meals.  
Please join us on 
Wednesdays from 5:15-5:45 
pm for a light meal before 
our Midweek Lenten serves 
at 6 pm. 
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Save the Date 
Wednesday, April 5th 

 5:30-7:30pm  

The Board of Outreach would like to encourage Bethel 
members & groups to consider signing up for spots to hold 
signs & pray at the Bismarck Capitol during the 40 Days for 
Life Spring Campaign.  These are 1 hour slots, but feel free to 
sign up for more.  Please contact Kristi Dilger (701-400-2172) 
if you have any questions.  

During the season of Lent, Bethel highlights some of our local charities for our LENT 
GIVING TREE.  This year we will support the Bismarck Meals on Wheels.   

Bismarck Meals on Wheels, Inc. was formed in 1972 when a group of community leaders 
and dietitians saw the need to provide home-delivered meals to individuals who were not 
able to prepare a healthy meal for themselves.  This nonprofit organization began with one 
client and now arranges the delivery of more than 580 meals per month to clients in the 
Bismarck community. 

Bismarck Meals on Wheels has been helping many people stay in their own homes, keep 
their dignity and independence, and avoid expending public funds. They do it by delivering hot, nutritious meals to 
individuals of all ages. Volunteers deliver the meals Monday through Friday. Those on special diets are especially 
appreciative of this service. Recent comments from clients indicate that they love the service and feel a little more 
connected to people when greeted by the volunteers each day. 

How Can You Help? 

Volunteer:  Community volunteers are vital to the success of this program. Each month, 60 or more volunteers are 
needed to deliver over 580 meals to clients from Monday-Friday. Volunteers usually sign up to deliver meals four or 
five times during a specific month. Some volunteers choose to help the program all year long.   Please contact the 
Bismarck Meals on Wheels Volunteer Coordinator at  (701) 222-4181. 

Monetary Donations:  Meals on Wheels is a non-profit organization and receives no Federal or other public 
funding, nor do they receive any United Way funds.  Those who can afford to pay for meals do while others who 
cannot are subsidized through donations such as yours. A donation of $32 provides meals for one week.  You may 
make your donations in the narthex or marking your offering envelope “Meals on Wheels”. 

Visit www.mealsonwheelsbismarck.org for more information  

The Board of Education would like 
to thank everyone for participating 
in our Valentine’s Banquet youth 
fundraiser.  It was a lovely evening 
with great service, an excellent 
meal and musical entertainment.   

A special thank you to Alida Wiest 
and family for organizing this event! 



them are.  I believe that 
I was a Christian prior 
to becoming Lutheran!  
But I will tell you from 
experience that there is 
something spiritually 
dangerous about this 
"decision theology."  
The biggest issue is that 
it puts the 
responsibility for my 
salvation in my own 
hands.  Did I say the sinner's prayer correctly 
(something that is difficult to know since it is not in 
scripture)?  Was I really sincere when I said it?  If not, 
should I say it again just in case? 

Bearing the responsibility for my own salvation is not 
only unbiblical, but it is a crushing load.  It is unbiblical 
because we know that our salvation is based on what 
Jesus has done, not on what I do (even if it is saying a 
simple prayer!)  It crushes the spirit because I always 
find myself asking, "How can I ever be certain that I am 
saved?"  When my eternal life is based on how sincerely 
I said it, I will always question that sincerity. 

In Baptism we have an objective moment in which we 
are saved.  Baptism is not, unlike the sinner's prayer, a 
work done by us.  I may well have said the sinner's 
prayer hundreds of times, never being sure if it "took."  
But we need not question whether our baptism was 
done properly since it is done to us by God Himself and 
He cannot possibly do it wrong.  We only need to be 
baptized once.  With baptism we need not question our 
sincerity, since God is sincere for us.  There is so much 
comfort and security in the true, biblical teaching on 
this issue, for through it we remember that Jesus bore 
the crushing load for us on the cross! 

There is much more I could say in regards to this topic, 
but there isn't time or space in this newsletter.  If you 
have any questions, feel free to email me. 

 

In Christ, 
Pastor Woodside 
pastorwoodside@gmail.com 

Why I Am a Lutheran: Part 2 
Who Does the Verbs?   Rev. Justin Woodside 
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How is a person to be saved?  How can I be sure that I 
am going to heaven?  These are very important 
questions.  In my younger days I was taught that a 
person becomes a Christian by accepting Jesus as one's 
personal savior and asking Jesus into one's heart by 
sincerely praying the "Sinner's Prayer."  What is the 
sinner's prayer, then?  Well there are different versions 
of it, but essentially it goes something like this: Dear 
Jesus. I confess that I am a sinner in need of 
forgiveness.  Thank you for dying for my sins and rising 
from the dead.  Please forgive me and come into my 
heart to be my Lord and Savior.  Amen 

Now at first glance there doesn't seem to be anything 
wrong with this.  The prayer confesses Jesus as Lord.  It 
confesses His death and resurrection!  What's wrong 
with asking Jesus into my heart?  Nothing is obviously 
wrong with it.  But when one squares this teaching up 
with scripture it doesn't hold up.  First of all, this prayer 
is not found in scripture.  The only prayer that Jesus 
explicitly taught is the Lord's Prayer!  Not only that, but 
we read in John that one becomes a child of God, "not 
of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of 
man, but of God." (John 1:13b, ESV)  We do not choose 
Jesus, He chooses us! 

In the churches of my youth, if I were to ask a Pastor 
how I can be saved, he would have told me to sincerely 
say this prayer.  But what does Peter say after his 
Pentecost sermon when asked this question?  Does he 
direct them to accept Jesus?  No.  What does he say?  
Let's look at the passage: 

"Now when they heard this they were cut to the 
heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, 
“Brothers, what shall we do?”  And Peter said to 
them, 'Repent and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, 
and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.'"  (Acts 
2:37-38, ESV) 

He directs them to repent and be baptized.  So why do 
so many churches ignore Peter's words?  They do so to 
their own peril. 

Reading this, you may find yourself wondering if Pastor 
Woodside is just being too nit-picky.  Understand, first 
of all, that I am not saying that people who believe this 
false doctrine are not saved.  I believe that many of 

'Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.'  (Acts 2:38, ESV) 

mailto:pastorwoodside@gmail.com


MARCH MEMORY VERSE: 

For even the Son of Man came not to be served 
but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 

many.”  Mark 10:45 

He’s Risen, He’s Risen - LSB #480  
Verse 1. He’s risen, He’s risen, Christ Jesus, the Lord;  
He opened death’s prison the incarnate true Word.  
Break forth, hosts of heaven, in jubilant song  
and earth, sea, and mountain their praises prolong.  

Verse 2. The foe was triumphant when on Calvary  
the Lord of creation was nailed to the tree.  
In Satan’s domain did the host shout and jeer,  
for Jesus was slain, whom the evil ones fear.  

Verse 3. But short was their triumph; the Savior arose,  
and death, hell, and Satan He vanquished, His foes.  

The conquering Lord lifts His banner on high;  
He lives, yes, He lives, and will nevermore die. 

The Sunday School 
Students will be singing 
for the service on April 
23rd.  They will sing 
toward the end of the 
early service, and the 
beginning of the late 
service.  Parents:  
Please help your child 
practice the hymn 
below. 
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Date Lesson Title Bible Text 

3/5/ Saul Becomes King 
1 Samuel 8-
10;11:12-15 

3/12 David and Goliath 1 Samuel 17 

3/19 
David and 
Jonathan 

1 Samuel 18:1-5; 
20 

3/26 
David Becomes 
King 

1 Sam 16:1-13; 2 
Sam 5:1-10 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER MEETING  
Pastor Walla will lead a Sunday School 
Teacher meeting on the first Sunday of 
the month at 12:30 pm (March 5).  We 
will discuss the upcoming lessons and any questions or 
concerns that arise.   

MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL 
YOUTH GROUPS  All Bethel 
and Shepherd of the Valley 
students are invited to a time 
of Bible Study, food, friends, 
and games. The Middle School 
students (grades 5-8) meet on 
the third Sunday of the month 
(March 19) and High School 

students (grades 8-12) meet on the fourth Sunday of 
the month (March 26) at 1 pm @ SOTV.  Come along 
and join us. Bring a friend!  RSVP to 
pastorwoodside@gmail.com or text to 951-217-3385. 

Sunday School News  
Any questions, please contact Sunday School Superintendent,  
Kristy Dahl at 226-9480 

Who Am I? 
MARCH 24-25, 2023 

ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN CHURCH - MINOT, ND 

The Christian's Identity in a World Full of Labels 

Who are you? The world has a bunch of answers to this 
question. However, the answers from the world are 
nothing more than temporary labels. Yes, the world is 
busy putting labels on everyone and everything. The 
only problem is that the world can't make up its mind. 
Culture right now is very confused and struggling. It 
hurts to be slapped with a label, only to have the same 
label ripped off in the next moment.   

Join Pastors Richard, Walla, and Woodside, as they 
present the various labels that the world attempts to 
place on you, why these labels are temporary and false, 
and, finally, hear about your true identity in Christ. Yes, 
hear the good news of who you are - your identity in 
Christ is not a temporary label but an absolute certainty! 

Registration Forms are available in the hallway.  Family 
portion of registration fee=$25/student. 

mailto:pastorwoodside@gmail.com


WEDNESDAY NIGHT HIGH 
SCHOOL/POST HIGH SCHOOL 
STUDY  The Wednesday night 
high school/post high school 
Bible study will continue their 

study of the book of Matthew in February focusing 
first on the 107 verses of Jesus’ Sermon on the 
Mount. This sermon gives believers a better 
understanding of the God-pleasing Christian life.                                                               

Students entering grades 9-12 and young adults are 
invited to hang out in the Jericho Room after worship 
on Wednesdays. Games and snacks will be available, 
or just hang out or do homework until Bible study 
begins at 8 PM. Friends are always welcome. If you 
cannot join us regularly, join us when you can! If you 
want a ride, directions or the weekly Zoom meeting 
ID, text Pat Sebastian (701) 471-3289 or Mandy 
Galster (701) 425-1794.  

Youth News  

7 

March 2023 

NORTH DAKOTA LUTHERANS 
FOR LIFE STUDENT ESSAY 
CONTEST   

The theme for this year’s essay 
contest is Just as...I Am with the 
Bible verse: “For we are his 
workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand, that we 
should walk in them.” Ephesians 
2:10. 

 A first place prize of $100 and 
second place prize of $50 will be awarded by North 
Dakota Lutherans for Life to the best two essays from 
each Grade Level.  

 All first place winners will have their essays submitted 
to LFL’s National Essay Contest with a chance to win 
$250, plus free Conference Registration to the 2022 
Regional Conference of their choice, plus a one night 
stay at the Conference Hotel. 

 All details are posted in the hallway! 

The Young Investors (Y.I.) Club 
helps children learn the value of 
saving, spending and sharing 
money—while empowering 
ministry through the Lutheran 
Church Extension Fund (LCEF).  
With an investment of just $25 to 
open LCEF’s Y.I. StewardAccount, 
young investors become a Y.I. 
Club member.  

Forms and additional information are available on the 
bulletin board in the hall. If you wish to deposit less 
than $25, contact Pat Sebastian (471-3289) and she will 
assist you. 

Benefits & Features 
• Minimum of $25 to open the account 
• Premium interest rates ($25-$1,000 2%)  (Recent 

rate increase to 1.25% for over $1,000)  
• Interest compounded and paid monthly 
• Savings that grow with your child, while remaining 

accessible 
• Checks and Visa® debit card available to custodian 
• Debit card available to your child at age 16 
• Opportunity to make additional investments with 

checks or Y.I. Stamps 
• Ages 7-18: 

 Extra credit in investment for good grades 
(form available on tie-dye bulletin board) 

 Extra credit in the investment for community 
service (form available on tie-dye bulletin 
board) 

• High school seniors - Take Heart scholarship 

Learn more at 
https://lcef.org/
young-investors-

club/ 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nodaklfl.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C2dd0762afce14889898408dafb352e2c%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638098503230703950%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzI
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nodaklfl.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C2dd0762afce14889898408dafb352e2c%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638098503230703950%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzI
https://lcef.org/young-investors-stamp-program/


Martin Luther School News 

New Time! 
In person and Live-

streamed on 
www.facebook.com/

mlsbismarck  
every Wednesday  

at 8:20 am. 

This is the God Cares 
About You food 
distribution in which 
people get large 
boxes of food and 
everyone picks what 
they want. People in 
the neighborhood 
come, many 
homeless, families 
and refugees from 
other countries. Staff 
members let 
everyone know what 
is available and 

encourage them to take what they want, even for friends and neighbors 
in need. During the food distribution relationships are built between 

those who come for food, clothing, staff, volunteers and all 
involved. Most share their faith with these people who 
often feel alone and are searching to fill their hearts. 
Many will tell the volunteers and staff that they turned 
their lives over to God due to the testimony of others.  

IMPORTANT MLS DATES 2023 
March 2  “Night at the Library” Literacy Night 
 I55 Book Fair 
March 15  End of 3rd Quarter Early Dismissal 1:00 
March 16-20 Spring Break 
March 28, 30 Parent Teacher Conferences 

May 6 Mayfest 

BOARD MEETINGS  The Bismarck-Mandan Lutheran School Association (BMLSA) board of 
directors meets on the third Tuesday of each month at 6:30 pm.  If you have any comments to 
share at the meetings, please contact the school board, Christine Kleven (701-391-2289), Art 
Ziemann (701-667-1776) or Wendy Buck (701-391-1189) Bethel’s representatives, for more 
information. 

www.mlsclassical.org 
office 701-224-9070 

LWML’S MISSION OF THE MONTH:  Showing God’s Love in 
the International District, Albuquerque, New Mexico: God 
Cares About You Mission Albuquerque’s International 
District is home to an ethnically diverse and disadvantaged 
population with a high crime rate. God Cares About You 
Mission, which is supported by nine area Lutheran churches, 
is transforming lives both now and for eternity. Their 
outreach includes a clothing bank, children’s ministry, food 
bank, back-to work program, Christian fellowship, meals, 
Bible studies, worship services, street evangelism, and 
counseling. Currently, the programs are only offered three 
days a week and they want to expand to six days. With this 
expansion, they need to add a services director and kitchen 
manager to better manage the programs offered. Help is 
sought for their salaries. With the funds from this grant, God 
Cares About You can expand their ministry and reach more 
with Christ’s love.   
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Registration for the 2023-2024 school year is open for our pre-schools-7th grade. 
Early registration helps us greatly as we make plans for the upcoming school year! 
Please note that there is a slight increase in the tuition for kindergarten -7th grade. 
The annual tuition cost for K-7 is now $5,750, an increase of $250 over the rate from the past several years. 
Our board is finalizing the tuition assistance process and will have that available for those who are seeking that help. We are 
also very thankful for the tuition assistance that our association congregations provide for their members. 
It is our hope to help eliminate as many barriers as possible that would may prohibit people from providing classical Lutheran 
education for their children. Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns. My door is open to you! 

-Denise Wolfgram, principal 



Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 

For the Love of LWML  
When I think of LWML, I can’t help but think of mentorship! I wonder if we asked 
every woman at Bethel if they had a mother, grandmother or even a great-
grandmother who was in LWML the resounding answer would be YES. Shortly 
after Bethel was established there was a group of eager women of all ages that 
chartered a LWML unit at this church. We only have a few of those charter 
members still with us, and in talking with them you can gather a wealth of 
knowledge about the LWML. Now that I have been a member of LWML for 35 
plus years I know that I can mentor and walk alongside the next generation of 
women participating in LWML. Won’t you join me and learn more about LWML? 

Our LWML group at Bethel invites you to check us out! Bethel’s monthly LWML meetings are the second Monday of 
every month at 6:30 p.m.  -Sue Hartley-Wolfgram   
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ALL ladies of Bethel are 
invited to join the LWML!  

Next meeting:  
March 13 @ 6:30 pm 

Mites = Missions 
The mites collected by the Bethel LWML 
go to support missions in our district, 
the nation and the world (like that 
featured on the left).  The LWML set the 
big Mite Box out in the card nook or 
bring your mites to our monthly 
meeting.   

Lutheran Women’s 
Missionary League invites you 

to the 40th  

LWML Biennial 
Convention 

Thursday, June 22–Sunday–
June 25, 2023 

Wisconsin Center • 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

CELEBRATE THE LORD OF THE 
NATIONS 

 
CELEBRATE THE LORD OF THE NATIONS WITH LWML IN MILWAUKEE — June 22–
25, 2023. Now is the time to make plans to attend the 40th Biennial LWML 
Convention in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, June 22–25, 2023. “Celebrate the Lord of the 
Nations,” is the convention theme based on Psalm 33:12–13. Attendees will be 
inspired by the convention goal, “As His children, we celebrate the Lord of the 
nations.”   

Convention registration opened January 9, 2023. This year registration will be 
entirely online. Read all the details in the winter issue of the Lutheran Woman’s 
Quarterly or on the LWML website at www.lwml.org (under the News and Events 
Tab, Convention Central). Come and “Celebrate the Lord of the Nations” in 
Milwaukee.  

LWLM President Debbie Larson, former member of Bethel Lutheran, will be 
presiding over her last convention as LWML President.  

The LWML North Dakota District will be joining with LWML Minnesota North 
District to take 2 buses to the convention. One bus will leave from Fargo on June 
21st and return on June 26th with comfort and meal stops along the way. Bus 
passengers will have a designated hotel (to be determined) and shuttle 
transportation to and from the convention each day. The estimated cost for 
traveling by bus will be $200-$230 (does not include hotels and meals). If you are 
interested in riding the bus, do not book a hotel when you register for the 
convention. To learn more about the LWML ND bus to convention, please contact 
Renee Johnson as soon as possible at 701.263.1270 or reneej7518@gmail.com.  

For questions about attending the LWML Convention, you can talk to Sue Hartley-
Wolfgram or Kim Kuhlmann.  

Comfort Quilt Work Day.  This 
month we will meet on Saturday, 
March 25 from 12:30-3:30 pm.  We 
match fabric, cut squares, and sew 
quilts.  These lap sized quilts are 
being made especially for members 
of the Bethel family who are 
experiencing difficult times.  If you 
know of a member who could use 
some additional comfort, please 
contact Contact Sue Hartley-
Wolfgram 701-460-0229 
(blessingspreserved@yahoo.com). 

 

http://www.lwml.org/
mailto:blessingspreserved@yahoo.com


Please join us in studying God’s Word and supporting one another as the body of Christ! 

➢ Sunday Morning Bible Study:  every Sunday morning between services, you are invited to a Bible 
Study led by Pastor Walla or Pastor Woodside in the Fellowship Hall.   In March, we begin a study of 
the kings that follow Solomon and their difficulty in staying faithful to God.  See page 11 for a full 
description.  *LIVESTREAMED on facebook.com/bethelbismarck/live 

➢ Tuesday Evening Bible Study: held on Tuesdays at 6 pm at Shepherd of the Valley.  
This study is for all ages and is meant to be another Bible learning opportunity beyond Sunday 
mornings.  We will be taking a break during Lent and will resume April 11th. 

➢ Sunday AM High School Bible Study: each Sunday at 9:45 AM in the Jerusalem 
Room.     

➢ Middle School Youth Group:  All Bethel and Shepherd of the Valley Middle School 
students  (grade 5-8) are invited every third Sunday from 1-3 pm (March 19) for a time of Bible 

Study, food, friends, and games. Come along and join us. Bring a friend!  RSVP to pastorwoodside@gmail.com or 
text to 951-217-3385 

➢ High School Sunday Game Group:  Youth in grades 8-12 from all five of our local area churches are invited to 
participate in a monthly board gaming club on the fourth Sunday of the month from 1-3 pm (March 26).  We will 
begin with a prayer and devotion, followed by fellowship and games.   Come along and bring a friend!  RSVP to 
pastorwoodside@gmail.com or text to 951-217-3385. 

➢ Wednesday High School/Post High School Bible Study:  led by Pat Sebastian and Mandy Galster meets in the 
Jericho Room and on Zoom every Wednesday at 8 pm.  Arrive at 7 pm and join us for activities, food 
and fellowship!  Contact Pat Sebastian (701) 471-3289 / patsebbis@aol.com to receive weekly updates 
via text. 

➢ Young Adult/College & Career Bible Study:  meets the third Saturday of the month at SOTV from 4:30-
7:30 pm (March 18). 

➢ Senior Potluck Gathering: Join other Seniors for a potluck lunch followed by Bible Study on the 4th 
Tuesday of each month at noon (March 28).   

➢ Men’s Network Breakfast & Bible Study:  meets the third Saturday of each 
month, from 8-10am rotating between the Bismarck-Mandan LCMS churches.  Join other men 
in our community for great food, Bible Study and conversation with brothers in Christ from 
sister congregations.  (March 18 @ Bethel) 

➢ Women’s Friday Morning Bible Study: meets weekly on Fridays at 10 am.  (This month we will 
meet March 3, 10, 17 & 24.)  All women of the congregation are welcome to join in a study entitled 
“Witness: We Share our Faith”.  Please contact Kristi Dilger (701-400-2172 or kriz21@yahoo.com)for 
more information. 

➢ Women’s Evening Bible Study: meets this month on Monday, March 6th at 6:30 pm.  We are reading 
the book “Grace Under Pressure.”  Contact either Sue Wolfgram at 701-460-0229, or Kim Kuhlmann at 
701-320-0493 for more information or if you need a book. 

➢ Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML):  all women of the congregation are 
invited to the monthly meeting and Bible study held the second Monday of the month at 6:30 
pm.  (March 13) 

➢ Comfort Quilt Work Day: meets monthly.  This month we will meet on Saturday, March 25 from 
12:30-3:30 pm.  We match fabric, cut squares, and sew quilts.  These lap sized quilts are being 

made especially for members of the Bethel family who are experiencing difficult times.  If you 
know of a member who could use some additional comfort, please contact Contact 
Sue Hartley-Wolfgram 701-460-0229 (blessingspreserved@yahoo.com). 

Bible Study & Fellowship Opportunities 
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Dear Saints of Bethel Lutheran Church, 

When you think of King David, what comes to mind?  A shepherd boy 
watching over his sheep, singing songs and beginning to write psalms as he 
watched for enemies of his flock?  A young man with a sling, letting loose a 
stone at the armor-clad giant Goliath?  Do you think of David in the courts 
of King Saul, playing harp to calm the king’s bad temper?  Or King David 
conquering Jerusalem by sneaking up the water-shaft of the city?  The list 
could go on and on, because King David was considered to be the greatest 
king of Israel, with a heart after the Lord.  Without a doubt, David was a 
sinner, but he was also granted the gift of repentance and led back onto 
the way of trust in the one true God. 

As David was nearing the end of his life, he gave these words to his son, 
Solomon:  “I am about to go the way of all the earth.  Be strong, and show 
yourself a man, and keep the charge of the Lord your God, walking in His 

ways and keeping His statues, His commandments, His rules, and His testimonies, as it is written in the Law of Moses, 
that you may prosper in all that you do and wherever you turn, that the Lord may establish His word that He spoke 
concerning me, saying, ‘If your sons pay close attention to their way, to walk before me in faithfulness with all their 
heart and with all their soul, you shall not lack a man on the throne of Israel.’” (1 Kings 2:2-4). 

Solomon would have made his father proud in the early years of his reign as king of all of Israel.  He trusted in the 
Lord, asking of the Lord for wisdom and discernment.  He built the temple according to the instructions from the 
Lord, making the dwelling place of God on earth.  Sadly, Solomon did not continue following the instructions passed 
on from David, his father, and he did not continue to “walk before [God] in faithfulness.”  His heart was led astray by 
his many wives to worship other gods, and as a result, the kingdom would be split during his son’s reign. 

To walk before God in faithfulness is a hard road.  It seems that everything is against us – everything, even us 
ourselves as our own enemy!  There are so many distractions and temptations for our eyes, our minds, and our 
hearts.  And our sinful flesh is all too willing to follow. 

We are beginning a new Bible Study on Sunday mornings, and I want to encourage you to join us.  The story of the 
kings that followed Solomon will be the focus of this study.  How did they walk?  Each king will be described as 
“good” or “bad” according to one qualification – whether he trusted in the Lord.  Each time we read of a good king, 
we will rejoice to see his boldness and confidence for bringing reform to the nation and leading the people back to 
the Lord.  Each time we read of a bad king, we will shake our heads with sadness, as well as wariness, knowing that 
the same evil they showed is our sinful tendency.  And through it all, we will be encouraged for faithfulness in our 
own day, knowing God’s providence and patience, sending prophets and punishments to bring His people back onto 
the road of faithfulness.  And ultimately, we will see the steadfast love and faithfulness of our God in sending the 
only One who is good, who is truly and perfectly faithful – God’s own Son. 

Join us for our study, “The Hard Road of Faithfulness,” on Sunday mornings from 9:45-10:45am in the Fellowship 
Hall. In Christ, Pastor Walla 

The Hard Road of Faithfulness  

11 

March 2023 

Bethel & Shepherd of the Valley  

Youth Ice Skating Event 

More Information Coming Soon! 



This month I thought I’d share a note from one of our viewers: Harriet writes: “I enjoy 
and appreciate the Main Street Living Program.  To have a LCMS program televised in 
our area is great.  It is so nice to hear the different Pastors present their messages, and 
the choirs singing each Sunday.  I am in an assisted living housing and am unable to 
attend our home church.  I am also enclosing a memorial in honor of my late husband.” 
Thanks so much Harriet.  It is a joy to be able to bring these worship services and “This 
Is the Life” programs into your home each week! 

Please continue to share information about our LCMS “Main Street Living” media 
ministry with others.  In addition to being broadcast each Sunday morning, you can 

view archived programs anytime at www.mainstreetliving.com – then click on the link under the picture identified as 
“Fargo.” 

Thank you for your needed financial support! Checks may be sent to “Main Street Living NORTH,” 821-5th Ave S, 
Fargo, ND 58103, or donate by Credit Card or your PayPal account on the website. God’s blessing in Christ!     

-Ken Koehler / MSL North Volunteer Coordinator 

“MSL North” Programs for March 2023: 

• March 5th:  Rev. Mark Chepulis, Our Savior Lutheran Church, Cavalier, ND, St. Paul Lutheran Church, St. Thomas, 
ND, and Redeemer Lutheran Church, Langdon, ND, presents the message: “The Canaanite Woman” based on 
Matthew 15:21-28. This Is the Life program: “Prescription TLC” - Injuries after a plane crash cause a couple to 
seek God for comfort and healing. 

• March 12th:  Rev. Steven Schulz, Immanuel Lutheran Church, Fargo, ND, presents the message: “Jesus Has Mercy 
on Sinners” based on John 4:5-26. This Is the Life” program: “Dangerous Moment” - An affair on a business trip 
leads to tension at home. 

• March 19th:  Rev. Karl Weber, St. John Lutheran Church, Ottertail, MN, and St. Paul Lutheran Church, Richville, 
MN, presents the message: “The Work of the Messiah” based on John 9:1-41. “This Is the Life” program: ““Who 
will tell Lauria?” - A family struggles with what to do after their daughter loses her sight in an accident. 

• March 26th:  Rev. Christopher Durham, Redeemer Lutheran Church, Lisbon, ND, presents a message “The Lord 
Provides for our Eternal Need” based on Genesis 22:1-14. “This Is the Life” program: “Holy Land Tour, Part 1” - A 
video tour of locations in Jesus’ earthly ministry, led by SD pastor Nabil Nour who grew up in Israel. 

 
“MAIN STREET LIVING” is a locally produced TV program that includes a 30-minute worship service led by 
participating pastors of the Minnesota North and North Dakota Districts of our LCMS, along with a 30-minute 
Lutheran Hour program (normally “This Is The Life,” along with occasional church-season specials). 
Programs are broadcast starting at 10:00 am Central Time / 9:00 am Mountain time on the following WDAY XTRA 
Channels: 

Fargo-Moorhead  WDAY Xtra Channel 6.3 
Grand Forks  WDAZ Xtra Channel 8.3 
Bismarck/Dickinson KBMY Xtra Channel 17.3 
Minot/Williston KMCY Xtra Channel 14.3 

Please check your cable and satellite providers for the corresponding channel on your system. MSLN programs are 
also archived for one year and can be viewed at any time on www.mainstreetliving.com then click on “North 
(Fargo)”. 

“Main Street Living” Media Ministry—march 

12 
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The “Give+” mobile phone 
application is being replaced by 
a new app: “Vanco Mobile”.   
➢ Download the FREE app on 

your Apple or Android phone—OR– Click on the Vanco link 
on Bethel’s website 

➢ Make one-time or recurring donations using your debit/
credit card or checking/savings account 

➢ Log in or donate as a guest 
➢ Securely and conveniently manage donations using Touch 

ID/Fingerprint, PIN or password 

NOTE:  There is a processing fee applied to each transaction (2.75% for credit 
cards and 1.00% for checking/savings).  If you choose, you may offset Bethel’s 
fees at the time of your donation. 

Consider a gift in honor or memory of someone you love! 

Approved Endowment 
Categories 

 Amount in Fund 
(as of 1/31/2023) 

Designated Memorials   

Building Fund  $  80,128.28 

Sound System  $    4,012.99 

Altar  $    1,492.72 

Music Department  $       895.00 

Organ/Piano $  15,489.67 

Sunday School  $       380.59  

New Christmas Decorations  $       915.00 

Undesignated Memorials    $ 70,865.20 

Total Memorials $174,179.45 

Stewardship News 

APPROVED ENDOWMENT LIST Bethel’s 
Endowment Committee maintains a list 
of items (approved by the Voters) for 
memorials and bequests.  As money is 
given in honor or memory of a loved 
one, the funds are put in Bethel’s 
memorial funds.  You may give your gift 

to the Memorial fund (undesignated) or you may designate 
the money towards a specific item on the list. 

The Board of Stewardship 
is again looking for 
OFFERING RECORDERS.   
 No experience 
necessary 
 Serve on a team 
 Teams are scheduled 

on a 6 week rotation 
 Sit in on a Sunday to see how it’s done! 
 Contact Shawn Heinle (701-260-0600) with 

questions. 

Choir: 
3/1 6:45p Rehearsal  
3/8 NO Rehearsal  
3/15 NO Rehearsal  
3/22 6:45p Rehearsal  
3/26 Sing Both Services 
3/29 6:45p Rehearsal  
 
4/5 TBD 
4/6 Sing for Maundy 

Thurs Worship 
4/7 Sing for Good Friday 

Worship 
4/9 Sing for Both Easter 

Services 
4/12 NO Rehearsal 
4/19 7p Rehearsal 
4/26 7p Rehearsal 
 
5/3 7p Rehearsal 
5/7 Sing Both Services 
TBD 
 
 

Spring Music 
Schedules 

Hosanna Bells: 
3/1 NO Rehearsal  
3/8 6:45p Rehearsal  
3/15 6:45p Rehearsal  
3/19 Play Both Worship 

Services 
3/22 5:30p Rehearsal; 

Play for Worship 
3/29 NO Rehearsal  
 
4/2 Play Both Services 
4/5 NO Rehearsal 
4/9 Play for Both Easter 

Services 
4/12 NO Rehearsal 
4/19 6p Rehearsal 
4/26 6p Rehearsal 
 
5/3 6p Rehearsal 
5/10 6p Rehearsal 
5/14 Play 11a Service 
5/17 6p Rehearsal 
5/21 Play 8:30a Service 
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Present: President Matt Burthold; Paul Harron, Vice-
President; Jill Rummel, Treasurer; Herman Galster, Board of 
Elders; Kristi Dilger, Board of Outreach; Mike Lynk & Blake 
Wiedrich, Board of Property Management; Shawn Heinle, 
Board of Stewardship; Pastor Walla, Pastor Woodside, Doria 
Burthold and Jenny Tschaekofske 

Absent: Kristy Dahl, Board of Education 

At 4 pm, Paul Harron called the meeting to order.  Pastor 
Woodside led the meeting with an opening prayer.   

The January 2023 Council minutes were previously reviewed 
via email.  A motion was made, seconded and passed to 
accept the minutes as written. 

President’s Report–Matt Burthold 

Matt worked with Jenny to solicit accounting firms to 
conduct the 2022 financial review– Haga Kommer; Krumm & 
Associates; Brady Martz and Eide Bailly. 

Voters authorized a piano/organ fund.  A Bethel member 
has donated over $15,000 for this fund.  Pastor Walla will be 
in discussion with the organists to determine their want/
need for a new instrument. 

LCMS Voter Registration and Nominations have been 
completed. 

Vice-President’s Report–Paul Harron 

Paul reported that Blake Wiedrich has agreed to be 
nominated for the 2023 Vice-Chair of the Board of Property 
Management.  The Council appointed Blake to that role until 
his election at the next Voter’s meeting. 

As head of the Constitution, Bylaws & Handbook Review 
Committee, Paul requested boards review their sections and 
provide comments or revisions to the committee by April 
30th.  The committee plans to present revisions for Voter 
approval in October. 

Pastor’s Report – Pastor Walla 

Official Acts:   

• Funeral for Marlys Rosemore (1/20), mother of member 
Melinda Lapp 

• Upcoming baptisms: 

 Sam & Dean Rath, twin sons of Kari Rath – 
tentatively end of February 

 Ellie Anna Bergstedt, daughter of Blaine & Janna 
Bergstedt – tentatively in May 

Average regular Sunday attendance in January was 208. 

Planning for this year’s Living Last Supper drama has begun.  
We need to find a volunteer to portray Jesus. 

Pastor Walla accompanied 18 Bethel men to the annual 
District Men’s Retreat on January 13-14 at Shepherd’s Hill.  
Total attendance was 52. 

He gave the closing prayer at the Right to Life March at 
the ND Capitol on Sunday, January 22nd. 

He attended the District Circuit Visitors 
meeting in Fargo on February 2-3.   
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Council Meeting Minutes February 12, 2023 

Unfortunately, the Evangelical Convocation entitled “Tell the 
Good News About Jesus” was cancelled for February. 

Pastor Walla will travel to St. Louis for the “Set Apart To 
Serve” startup meeting. 

Pastor’s Report – Pastor Woodside 

A combined youth Bowling event was held in January.  About 
29 students from both congregations attended.  Middle 
School and High School youth groups will meet the 3rd and 
4th Sundays, respectively in February. 

Bethel’s Board of Education will begin attending Shepherd of 
the Valley (SOTV)’s Youth Board meetings to better 
coordinate youth programming.  Tentatively, an ice-skating 
event will be held in March and a service event will be held 
in April. 

The Tuesday Evening Bible Study at SOTV is studying the 
Augsburg Confession. 

Pastor Woodside has been serving the vacancy at Messiah, 
Mandan for the last 2 ½ months.  His obligations there have 
affected his regular Bethel/SOTV preaching schedule.  He is 
also helping out with weekly Bible studies at Messiah.  The 
duration of the vacancy is unknown at this time. 

Board of Education/Martin Luther School (MLS) Report – 
Pastor Walla 

Youth are invited to attend the Higher Things retreat in 
Minot on March 24-25.  Pastor Richards, Walla and 
Woodside will present on the theme “Who am I” – Christian 
identity.  Pastor Thompson has offered to drive the MLS 
school bus so more may attend. 

The Sunday Morning Bible Study topic has been on 
Mormonism.  The congregation is welcome to contact Pastor 
Walla for more information. 

Confirmation Sunday will be April 30th. 

Kristie Graves and the Board have been revising the MLS 
Tuition Assistance application. 

So far 45 people have signed up to attend the Valentine’s 
Banquet (youth fundraiser) on February 19.  Ticket payment 
can be made at the event. 

Pat Sebastian will be organizing a ski trip to Huff Hills – more 
information to be announced. 

The Board of Education has challenged the other boards and 
church groups to help provide Lenten meals to be served 
before Midweek Lenten services.  Accepting the challenge, 
along with Education are the Boards of Outreach, 
Stewardship, Elders, Property Management, and the Choir/
Handbells. 

For the summer, the Board will be using a Vacation Bible 
School curriculum over five Sundays during the Education 
hour as a form of Summer Sunday School.  Details to be 
announced. 

Board of Elders Report – Herman Galster 

The Board has voted to expand their membership from 10 to 
12 elders to better serve Bethel families.  Scott Price has 



volunteered to return to the Board.  Jenny was tasked with 
reviewing membership and updating the Elders’ family 
assignments. 

Discussion took place regarding the Bravera youth checking 
account.  This account was to be closed by the end of 
January however that was not completed.  The Elders 
recommended to Council that a firm date be set to close the 
account.  The Council voted to approve a February 28th 
deadline.  The Elders will be communicating with Pat 
Sebastian to complete this task. 

Board of Outreach Report – Kristi Dilger 

On January 29th, the Board hosted a pinochle tournament 
with 9 teams participating.  The odd number of teams gave 
them a chance to rotate tables and visit with more people. 

The February “40 Days for Life” prayer event begins February 
22.  The board will put out signs for people to use during the 
rally. 

The Board has agreed to serve Lenten Supper on March 1st. 

They plan to review their portion of the Constitution, Bylaws 
and Handbook at their next meeting. 

They have changed their meeting time to 4:30 pm on the 
fourth Monday of each month. 

Property Management Report –Mike Lynk 

Doria Burthold was asked by the Building Committee to seek 
kitchen improvement ideas from those Bethel groups who 
regularly use that space.  The top recommendation was to 
replace the ovens which are old and inefficient.  The Board 
of Property Management tasked Doria with securing bids for 
new appliances.  Attached are the selection criteria and 
specifications used along with bids from Advantage 
Appliance, Flecks, and Menards as presented by Doria. 

Additionally, upon the direction of the Voters, the Board of 
Property sought current bids for window replacement in the 
kitchen, narthex, fellowship hall and offices.  Attached is a 
summary of the bids received from Leingang, Ressler, 
Clooten and the Window & Door Store. 

As soon as possible, the Board will also be seeking estimates 
for the roof repairs, which have been delayed due to snow 
covering the roof.  It is the Boards opinion that roof repairs 
be prioritized over window replacement. 

As contractors’ labor schedules are filling fast, the Board 
recommended to the Council that a Special Voters’ Meeting 
be scheduled prior to April for Voter evaluation of these 
projects.  The Council made a motion, seconded and 
approved to hold a Special Voters’ Meeting on Sunday, 
February 26 between services. 

The Council discussed funding options for these projects.  
The Capital Replacement fund currently has a balance of 
almost $52,000.  Other options could be Undesignated 
Memorials with a balance of almost $71,000 and the 
Building Fund with over $80,000.  The Board will be making 
recommendations to the Voters. 

Cost estimates for the front door replacement have not yet 
been requested.  This project is still under consideration but 
not as high of a priority. 

The Board will again contract with OSI for 
lawn fertilizing and weed control this summer. 

Board of Stewardship – Shawn Heinle 

The Board volunteered to serve the March 8th Lenten 
meal. 

They have reviewed their portions of the Constitution, 
Bylaws and Handbook with no recommended changes. 

They will again be seeking additional Offering Recorders as a 
few volunteers will be moving or stepping down.  The 
question was posed if youth could participate as Offering 
Recorders as another way to encourage church involvement.  
The Handbook does not specify age requirements for 
Recorders however, as these individuals are covered under 
the insurance policy, more investigation would be necessary. 

Treasurer Reports –Jill Rummel 

The January Monthly Transactions, Budget & Equity reports 
were distributed – attached.   

A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve the 
Treasurer’s reports. 

Endowment Committee – Matt Burthold 

Trevor Krause’s term on the Endowment Committee expired 
03/31/2023.  He is willing to serve another term from 
04/01/2023 – 03/31/2026.  His election will be on the April 
Voters’ Meeting agenda. 

Other Business- none 

The next Council meeting is scheduled for Sunday, March 
12th at 4 pm. 

A Special Voters’ meeting is scheduled for Sunday, February 
26 at 9:45 am. 

The meeting was closed in prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Jenny Tschaekofske 

 

 

Minutes from the February 26th Special Voters’ 
Meeting were not available at the time of the March 
Bethel News publication.  These will be included in the 
April edition.  If you have any questions about this 
meeting, please contact Congregational President, Matt 
Burthold (mattburthold@gmail.com). 
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 1 Aric Hauf 
Rodney & Chris 

Kleven (15 yrs) 
Mark Roeder 
Shannon Suggs 
Zoey Suggs 

2  John Sebastian 
 Kerwin Wolfgram 
3 Bryleigh Aberle 
 Aubree Ell 
4 Jon Scott 
 Mason Stern 
 Michael Zastoupil 
5 Gloria Martin 
6 Mike Bhend 
 Mike & Lana Ell (41 

yrs) 
 Briana Sommerfeld 
7 Sara Rosendahl 
8 Derrick Hoff 
9 Dallas Keeler 
  Josiah Walla 

10 Dustin Borchelt 
 Victoria Woodside 
11 Evelyn Hyer 
 Isaac Woodside 
14 Julie Reimann 
15 Laura Engwicht 
16 Brad Magnus, Jr. 
 Jessica Schuh 
17 Jordan Rosendahl 
 Mariah Schaeffer 
18 Kamryn Berglund 

Dawn & Ike Carpenter 
(46 yrs) 

Declan Eisenbraun 
Tom Huncovsky 

19 Chesney Arneson 
 Eleanor Johnson 
20 Kristin Johnson 
 Marge Schwartz 
21 Adam Emter 
22 Katie Emter 
24 Evan Davis 

25 Tim 
Larson 

 Dwight 
Monger 

26 Quinn Hoag 
 Jessica Kaiser 
 Aaron Morlok 
27 Mike & Cindy Lynk (40 

yrs) 
28 Jordan Krill 
30 Bentley Barnett 
 Edith Rau 
31 Audrey Myers  
  

 

16 

March 2023 

God’s Blessings to you on your special day!  We would like to list all birthdays and 
anniversaries each month.  If your name is not listed it means we do not have your 
information.  Please contact the church office so our records are up-to-date and everyone 
can be listed in this section. 

Read the Entire Bible in One Year!  For 
last month’s readings, please contact 

the church office. 

This Month’s  

Readings 

The World’s Largest “Thank You” to 

everyone who helped build the World’s 

Largest Puzzle.  It was so fun to see so 

many “puzzle-crazy” individuals and 

families take part in this project! 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
5:15p Lenten Supper 
5:15p Youth Bells 
6:00p Lenten Worship 
6:45p Choir 
6:45p Confirmation Classes 
8:00p LYF/Post High School 
Bible Study 

2 
  

3 
10:00a 
Women's 
Bible Study 

4 
8:00a Prop. 
Man. Mtg 

      

5 
8:30a Worship 
9:45a Bible Study & Sunday 
School 
11:00a Worship 
12:30p Sun School Teacher 
Mtg 
6:30p LLS Rehearsal/Mtg 

6 
10:00a 
Winkel 
6:30p 
Women's 
PM Bible 
Study 

7 
  

8  
5:15p Lenten Supper 
5:15p Youth Bells 
6:00p Lenten Worship 
6:45p Confirmation Classes 
6:45p Hosanna Bells 
8:00p LYF/Post High School 
Bible Study 

9 
  

10 
10:00a 
Women's 
Bible Study 

11 
  

12 Daylight Saving Begins 
8:30a Worship 
9:45a Bible Study & Sunday 
School 
11:00a Worship 
1:30p Education Mtg. 
2:30p Elder's Mtg 
3:00p Stewardship Mtg. 
4:00p Council Meeting 

13 
6:30p LWML 

14 
  

15 
Hosanna Bells 
5:15p Lenten Supper 
5:15p Youth Bells 
6:00p Lenten Worship 
6:45p Confirmation 
 Classes 
6:45p Hosanna Bells 
8:00p LYF/Post High School 
Bible Study 

16 
 

17 Saint 
Patrick's Day 
10:00a 
Women's 
Bible Study 

18 
8:00a Men's 
Network 
Breakfast @ 
Bethel 
4:30p Young 
Adult/College & 
Career Bible 
Study 

19 
Hosanna Bells 
8:30a Worship 
9:45a Bible Study & Sunday 
School 
11:00a Worship 
1:00p Middle School Youth 
Group 
6:30p LLS Rehearsal 

20 Spring 
Begins 
(Northern 
Hemisphere) 
  

21 
6:30p 
BMLSA 
Meeting 

22 
5:15p Lenten Supper 
5:15p Youth Bells 
5:30p Hosanna Bells 
6:00p Lenten Worship 
6:45p Choir 
6:45p Confirmation Classes 
8:00p LYF/Post High School 
Bible Study 

23 
  

24  
10:00a 
Women's 
Bible Study 

25 
9:30a Comfort 
Quilt Work Day 

26 
Choir 
8:30a Worship 
9:45a Bible Study & Sunday 
School 
11:00a Worship 
12:00p LLS Rehearsal, Stage, 
Lunch 
1:00p High School Game 
Club 

27 
4:30p Bd of 
Outreach 
Mtg 
6:30p LLS 
Rehearsal 

28 
12:00p 
Senior 
Potluck 
Gathering 

29 
5:15p Lenten Supper 
5:15p Youth Bells 
6:00p Lenten Worship 
6:45p Choir 
6:45p Confirmation Classes 
8:00p LYF/Post High School 
Bible Study 

30 
6:30p LLS 
Dress 
Rehearsal 

31 
  

  

2023 

YouthLead March 16-19 

Higher Things Retreat, 
Minot 

April 1st 

ND District LYF Retreat, 
Carrington 



Date Time Task Volunteer 

3/1 
Wed 

5:15 PM Lenten Supper Board of Outreach 

6:00 PM  

Elder Scott Price 
Usher Matt Burthold 
Acolyte Colton Kleven 
Organist Eutimia Woodside 
Videotape Scott Tschaekofske 

3/5 

8:30 AM  

Elder  
Darrick Wiest 
Matthew Graves 

Usher  

Sue Hartley-Wolfgram 

Jessica Schuh 
Acolyte Jack Agnew 
Videotape Bob Gordon 

11:00 
AM  

Elder  
Bryan Guthmiller 
Adam Mathiak 

Usher  

Joseph Baneck 
Bruce Link 

Acolyte Brayden Stai 

 

Organist Nola Emter 

Altar Guild  
Herman Galster 
Sharri Galster 

Altar Assistant Adeline Emter 
Fellowship LWML 

Offering 
Recorder  

Paul Klebe 

Daniel Dinger 

3/6-3/12 Prop Man 
Team  

Keith Holscher, Blake 
Wiedrich, Kerwin 
Wolfgram 

3/8 
Wed 

5:15 PM Lenten Supper Bd. Of Stewardship 

6:00 PM  

Elder Chris Gergen 

Usher  

Bruce Link 

Clay Hoag 
Acolyte Jack Agnew 

Organist Linda Hoag 
Videotape Alida Wiest 

3/12 

8:30 AM  
Elder  

Jordan Krill 

Kerwin Wolfgram 
Usher Mike & Randa Eldred 
Acolyte Josiah Walla 

Videotape Daniel Dinger 

11:00 
AM  

Elder  

Scott Price 

Adam Mathiak 
Usher Johnson Family 
Acolyte Colton Kleven 

 

Organist Micaiah Wiest 

Altar Guild  

Bev Burkett 

Tanya Guthmiller 
Altar Assistant Amiya Ell 
Fellowship Gergen family 

Offering 
Recorder  

Gary Rath 
Ron Mosbrucker 
Art Ziemann 

3/13-3/19 Prop Man 
Team  

Joseph Baneck, Mike 
Bhend, Matthew 
Graves 

Date Time Task Volunteer 

3/15 
Wed  

5:15 PM Lenten Supper Bd. Of Elders 

6:00 PM   

Elder Adam Mathiak 

Usher Paul & Gabe Harron 

Acolyte Brayden Stai 

Organist Eutimia Woodside 

Videotape Scott Tschaekofske 

3/19  

8:30 AM   

Darrick Wiest 

Elder   Herman Galster 

Usher  

Greg Sutheimer 

Josiah Wiest 

Acolyte Nehemiah Wiest 
 Videotape Alida Wiest 

11:00 
AM  

Elder  

Bryan Guthmiller 

Gary Rath 

Usher Ben/Tanya Guthmiller 

Acolyte Jaxten Stai 

 

Organist Tina Robinson 

Altar Guild Linda & Bob Kjonaas 

Altar Assistant Anna Engwicht 

Fellowship  

Offering Recorder  

Shawn Heinle 

Bryan Guthmiller 
 Dawn Carpenter 

3/20-3/26 
Prop Man Team  

Bruce Link 

Mike & James Lynk 

3/22 
Wed 

5:15 PM Lenten Supper Bd of Prop. Man. 

6:00 PM  

Elder Jordan Krill 

Usher Deland Galster 

Acolyte Nehemiah Wiest 

Organist Nola Emter 
Videotape Bob Gordon 

2023 

Volunteers 



Your Board of 
Elders wants you to 
know if you have 
any needs, or 
questions, you can 
contact your elder 
at any time.  Your 
Bethel family truly 
wants to reach out, 
care for, and share 
the love of Christ!   

Elder Family 
Assignment 

Home 
Phone 

Cell Phone 

Gary Rath A-C - 701-471-9092 

Kerwin Wolfgram D-E - 701-270-2434  

Herman Galster F-G 258-0543 701-426-8044 

Chris Gergen H-I - 701-320-7272  

Bryan Guthmiller J-K - 701-202-3476 

Adam Mathiak L - 262-352-8763 

Darrick Wiest M - 701-426-1987 

Mike Fagerland N-R 258-8497 701-425-7448 

Matt Graves S 751-0540 701-240-4391 

Jordan Krill T-Z - 701-822-4006 

Scott Price  (no texting) 701-805-8073 

    

 
 
 

2023  
Elected  
Board 

Officers 

 
 

President of Congregation 
Matt Burthold 

 

Vice-President 
Paul Harron 

 
Treasurer 

Jill Rummel 
 

Education 
Kristy Dahl, Chair 

Alida Wiest, Vice-Chair 

 

Elders 
Herman Galster, Chair 

Chris Gergen, Vice-Chair 
 

Outreach 
Kristi Dilger, Chair 

Candace Harron, Vice-
Chair 

 

Property Management  
Mike Lynk, Chair 

Blake Wiedrich, Vice-Chair 

 

Stewardship 
Shawn Heinle, Chair 

Paul Klebe, Vice-Chair 
 

Our church boards are 
always seeking new 
volunteers to help in our 
mission of “Reaching, 
Caring and Sharing Christ.”  
Please contact any Board 
member if you are 
interested in helping! 
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 Monday-Thursday 
9 am-1 pm 

CLOSED FRIDAY  
 
 

Please leave a message at  
255-1433 or email  

secretary 
@bethelbismarck.com 

Saturday, March 4 
8:00a Prop. Man. Meeting 
 
Sunday, March 5 
12:30p Sunday School Teacher 

Meeting 
 
Sunday, March 12 
1:30p Education Meeting 
2:30p Elder's Meeting 
3:00p Stewardship Meeting 
4:00p Council Meeting 
 
Monday, March 27 
6:00p Outreach Meeting 

Date Time Task Volunteer 

3/26 

8:30 AM  

Elder  

Kerwin Wolfgram 

Matthew Graves 

Usher  

Clay Hoag 

Matt Burthold 

Acolyte Jack Agnew 

Videotape Scott Tschaekofske 

11:00 
AM  

Elder  

Chris Gergen 

Mike Fagerland 

Usher 
Brandi/Michael 
Fagerland 

Acolyte Josiah Walla 

 

Organist Stefanie Jangula 

Altar Guild  

Kaitlyn Baneck 

Niccy Walla 

Altar Assistant Stephanie Hansen 

Fellowship  

Offering Recorder  

Blake/Cheryl 
Wiedrich 

Marin Brandenburg 

3/27-4/2  

Prop Man Team  

Beryl Mogard 

Greg Wanner 

Scott Price 

3/29 
Wed 

5:15 PM Lenten Supper Choir/Bells 

6:00 PM  

Elder Gary Rath 

Usher Ben/Tanya Guthmiller 

Acolyte Jaxten Stai 

Organist Eutimia Woodside 
Videotape Daniel Dinger 

Bethel’s Board of Elders is expanding to 12 members to better serve the needs 
of our growing congregation.  If you are interested or know of a Bethel member 
who would like to serve our families in this capacity, please contact one of the 
pastors or Herman Galster, Chair of the Elders. 
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