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+ + + Compline + + + 
The congregation assembles in silence. 

 
Kneel/Stand 

 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

Confession 
 

L Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence for self-examination. 

 

L I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my brothers and 

sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own most 

grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and 

bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 

C The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all your sins. 

Amen. 

  

C I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my brothers and 

sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my 

own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all 

my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 

L The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all your sins. 

C Amen. 



 

Sit 

 
656 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. composite 
Text and tune: Martin Luther, 1483–1546 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



Scripture Reading Matthew 26:30–56 
 30And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 31Then Jesus said to them, 

“You will all fall away because of me this night. For it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the 

sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ 32But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.” 33Peter 

answered him, “Though they all fall away because of you, I will never fall away.” 34Jesus said to him, 

“Truly, I tell you, this very night, before the rooster crows, you will deny me three times.” 35Peter said to 

him, “Even if I must die with you, I will not deny you!” And all the disciples said the same. 

 36Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to his disciples, “Sit here, 

while I go over there and pray.” 37And taking with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, he began to 

be sorrowful and troubled. 38Then he said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death; remain 

here, and watch with me.” 39And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My Father, 

if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.” 40And he came to 

the disciples and found them sleeping. And he said to Peter, “So, could you not watch with me one 

hour? 41Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh 

is weak.” 42Again, for the second time, he went away and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass unless 

I drink it, your will be done.” 43And again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. 
44So, leaving them again, he went away and prayed for the third time, saying the same words again. 
45Then he came to the disciples and said to them, “Sleep and take your rest later on. See, the hour is at 

hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer 

is at hand.” 

 47While he was still speaking, Judas came, one of the twelve, and with him a great crowd with swords 

and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people. 48Now the betrayer had given them a sign, 

saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; seize him.” 49And he came up to Jesus at once and said, 

“Greetings, Rabbi!” And he kissed him. 50Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you came to do.” Then 

they came up and laid hands on Jesus and seized him. 51And behold, one of those who were with Jesus 

stretched out his hand and drew his sword and struck the servant of the high priest and cut off his ear. 
52Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into its place. For all who take the sword will perish by 

the sword. 53Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me more than 

twelve legions of angels? 54But how then should the Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must be so?” 55At that 

hour Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs to capture 

me? Day after day I sat in the temple teaching, and you did not seize me. 56But all this has taken place 

that the Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples left him and fled. 

 

Silence for reflection. 

 

Responsory LSB 255 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

Sermon “Jesus’ Arrest is Not a Mistake” 

 

Stand 

 

Prayer 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

 

One or more of the following are prayed. 

 

L Be present, merciful God, and protect us through the hours of this night, so that we who are wearied 

by the changes and chances of life may find our rest in You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

L O Lord, support us all the day long of this troubled life, until the shadows lengthen and the evening 

comes and the busy world is hushed, the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then, Lord, in 

Your mercy grant us a safe lodging and a holy rest and peace at the last; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. 

 

L Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in Your great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers 

of this night; for the love of Your only Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 



L Visit our dwellings, O Lord, and drive from them all the snares of the enemy; let Your holy angels 

dwell with us to preserve us in peace; and let Your blessing be on us always; through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. 

 

L Eternal God, the hours both of day and night are Yours, and to You the darkness is no threat. Be 

present, we pray, with those who labor in these hours of night, especially those who watch and work 

on behalf of others. Grant them diligence in their watching, faithfulness in their service, courage in 

danger, and competence in emergencies. Help them to meet the needs of others with confidence and 

compassion; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

L Abide with us, Lord, for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent. Abide with us and with Your 

whole Church. Abide with us at the end of the day, at the end of our life, at the end of the world. 

Abide with us with Your grace and goodness, with Your holy Word and Sacrament, with Your 

strength and blessing. Abide with us when the night of affliction and temptation comes upon us, the 

night of fear and despair, the night when death draws near. Abide with us and with all the faithful, 

now and forever. 

 

C Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 257 

L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 258 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Benediction LSB 259 

 

 

 
 

 



441 Ride On, Ride On in Majesty 

 

 

 
Text: Henry H. Milman, 1791–1868, alt. 
Tune: Musicalisch Hand-Buch der Geistlichen Melodien, 1690, Hamburg, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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