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+ + + Compline + + + 
The congregation assembles in silence. 

 
Kneel/Stand 

 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

Confession 
 

L Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence for self-examination. 

 

L I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my brothers and 

sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own most 

grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and 

bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 

C The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all your sins. 

Amen. 

  

C I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my brothers and 

sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my 

own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all 

my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 

L The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all your sins. 

C Amen. 



 

Sit 

 
611 Chief of Sinners Though I Be 

 

 

 

 
Text: William McComb, 1793–1873, alt. 
Tune: Richard Redhead, 1820–1901 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

First Reading Matthew 26:57–75 
 57Then those who had seized Jesus led him to Caiaphas the high priest, where the scribes and the 

elders had gathered. 58And Peter was following him at a distance, as far as the courtyard of the high 

priest, and going inside he sat with the guards to see the end. 59Now the chief priests and the whole 

Council were seeking false testimony against Jesus that they might put him to death, 60but they found 

none, though many false witnesses came forward. At last two came forward 61and said, “This man said, 

‘I am able to destroy the temple of God, and to rebuild it in three days.’” 62And the high priest stood up 

and said, “Have you no answer to make? What is it that these men testify against you?” 63But Jesus 

remained silent. And the high priest said to him, “I adjure you by the living God, tell us if you are the 

Christ, the Son of God.” 64Jesus said to him, “You have said so. But I tell you, from now on you will see 

the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.” 65Then the high 

priest tore his robes and said, “He has uttered blasphemy. What further witnesses do we need? You have 

now heard his blasphemy. 66What is your judgment?” They answered, “He deserves death.” 67Then they 

spit in his face and struck him. And some slapped him, 68saying, “Prophesy to us, you Christ! Who is it 

that struck you?” 

 69Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. And a servant girl came up to him and said, “You 

also were with Jesus the Galilean.” 70But he denied it before them all, saying, “I do not know what you 

mean.” 71And when he went out to the entrance, another servant girl saw him, and she said to the 

bystanders, “This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.” 72And again he denied it with an oath: “I do not 

know the man.” 73After a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, “Certainly you too are 



one of them, for your accent betrays you.” 74Then he began to invoke a curse on himself and to swear, “I 

do not know the man.” And immediately the rooster crowed. 75And Peter remembered the saying of 

Jesus, “Before the rooster crows, you will deny me three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly. 

 

Silence for reflection. 

 

Responsory LSB 255 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Sermon “Are You the Christ, the Son of God?” 

 

Stand 

 

Prayer 

 

 
  

 

 
  



 

 
 

 

One or more of the following are prayed. 

 

L Be present, merciful God, and protect us through the hours of this night, so that we who are wearied 

by the changes and chances of life may find our rest in You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

L O Lord, support us all the day long of this troubled life, until the shadows lengthen and the evening 

comes and the busy world is hushed, the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then, Lord, in 

Your mercy grant us a safe lodging and a holy rest and peace at the last; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. 

 

L Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in Your great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers 

of this night; for the love of Your only Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

L Visit our dwellings, O Lord, and drive from them all the snares of the enemy; let Your holy angels 

dwell with us to preserve us in peace; and let Your blessing be on us always; through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. 

 

L Eternal God, the hours both of day and night are Yours, and to You the darkness is no threat. Be 

present, we pray, with those who labor in these hours of night, especially those who watch and work 

on behalf of others. Grant them diligence in their watching, faithfulness in their service, courage in 

danger, and competence in emergencies. Help them to meet the needs of others with confidence and 

compassion; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

L Abide with us, Lord, for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent. Abide with us and with Your 

whole Church. Abide with us at the end of the day, at the end of our life, at the end of the world. 

Abide with us with Your grace and goodness, with Your holy Word and Sacrament, with Your 

strength and blessing. Abide with us when the night of affliction and temptation comes upon us, the 

night of fear and despair, the night when death draws near. Abide with us and with all the faithful, 

now and forever. 

 

C Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 257 

L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 



     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 258 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



Benediction LSB 259 

 

 

 
 

568 If Your Beloved Son, O God 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; (sts. 1–4): Johann Heermann, 1585–1647; (st. 5): Neu-vermehrtes . . . Gesangbuch, 1661, Braunschweig 
Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, 1524, Wittenberg 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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